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At the end of my year of office as President 
I find it no easy task to fulfil the duty imposed 
on me of delivering the address which the 
articles of association demand from me, and 
yet the difficulty of my task arises not from 
lack of material for my address, but rather 
from the wide range of subjects which have 
occupied the attention of the Association during 
the year and each of which might well form a 
theme for consideration at such a time as this. 

This occasion, however, presents me with an 
opportunity of giving what I hope will be 
regarded as a_ satisfactory account of my 
stewardship, and generally of presenting to you 
a brief review of the activities of the Associa- 
tion during the year. 

I venture to suggest that the year which has 
passed has shown more clearly than ever before 
the need for such an Association as_ the 
“ National.” In the world of to-day individual 
opinions receive scant attention in matters of 
general policy. On the other hand, organised 
views, clearly and insistently expressed, are not 
rejected hurriedly, especially when such views 
are not wholly tinged with self interest. 

The “ National’? was formed primarily, as 
stated in the opening sentence of the section 
dealing with the objects of the Association, to 
promote and advance the interests of veterinary 
and allied sciences and to support and protect 
the character, status, interests and honour of 
the veterinary profession. 

Surely such objects are not founded on self 
interest entirely and they can be_ broadly 
interpreted to cover the activities of any section 
of the profession and thus achieve that unity 
of outlook on general principles which is so 


vital to a small profession such as ours. If the 
objectives of the Association are thus inter- 
preted in a spirit of impartiality and with a 
strict sense of duty to our profession and to the 
public whom we serve, then the foundations of 
our “National” organisation can never be 
shaken nor can its actions ever be subjected to 
mistrust and antagonism. 

At heart, the majority of us are idealists, but 
in the swift rush of modern life with all its 
speed and changes, it is often exceedingly diffi- 
cult to maintain one’s idealism and to reconcile 
it with the every-day practical difficulties which 
confront us. Constantly adjustments have to be 
made. Old and perhaps cherished ideals have 
to be yielded, but wisdom is largely the outcome 
of tolerance and the capacity to see the other 
man’s point of view. It isein that spirit that I 
have tried to guide the fortunes of our Associa- 
tion during a year of no little difficulty and to 
maintain its policy on an even keel of progress 
and consolidation. 

To one who has watched the growth of the 
‘** National” over a fairly long period of years, 
nothing has given me more satisfaction than its 
steady and continual growth in membership, a 
tribute indeed to the foresight and tenacity of 
those who founded the Association and my 
predecessors in office who have served it loyally 
and faithfully in their time. I was optimistic 
enough in a New Year message to members of 
the Association to hope for a membership of at 
least 2,000 in this eventful Coronation year, but 
although my ambition has not been completely 
realised, we are within striking distance of 
that objective, and I appeal again to every 
member of the profession who is not a member 
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of the Association to join without delay, and 
thus enable the “ National” to become even 
more representative of the profession than it is 
to-day. 

During my year of office I have been privi- 
leged to see the headquarters of the Association 
transferred to a setting more in keeping with 
the dignity and prestige of an important profes- 
sional body, but the change to 36, Gordon 
Square, London, is not merely indicative of any 
craving for prestige; it is symptomatic of the 
ever-increasing work for, and utility of the 
Association to, the profession. The various 
changes of the headquarters of the Association 
are milestones in its progress through the years, 
and it must be a great satisfaction to those who 
persevered in the days of adversity to see the 
Association with suitable headquarters, and 
with its finances in a healthy state. 

It is not my intention to weary you with a 
detailed account of the Association’s activities 
during the past year, because these are 
described in the Annual Report presented to the 
members, but there are certain outstanding 
matters which have actively engaged your 
Council and committees during the year and 
which will bear further comment. 

The financial position of veterinary schools 
in the country, together with the scarcity of 
new entrants into the profession, have been the 
source of much concern in recent times. The 
deficiency, so far as graduates is concerned, is 
likely to be made good in the near future in 
view of the unprecedented numbers of students 
now undergoing training. The sudden influx of 
students to the colleges, together with the 
operation of the new five years’ curriculum, has 
thrown a heavy burden on our teaching insti- 
tutes, and it is evident that, in order to provide 
adequate accommodation and equipment, sub- 
stantially increased financial provision is neces- 
sary in the future. 

In this connection we welcome cordially the 
action of the Minister of Agriculture acting 
jointly with the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, in setting up a Departmental Committee 
to enquire into the facilities available for 
veterinary education in this country in relation 
to the probable future demand for qualified 
veterinary surgeons, and in particular, to 
enquire into the financial aid required from 
State sources in connection with maintenance 
during the next five years. Two veterinarians 
are members of that committee, namely, Mr. J. 
Smith and Dr. Wooldridge, and I feel sure we 
have two excellent representatives. 

Although repeated efforts have been made to 
secure representation of the profession on a 
committee appointed by the Prime Minister to 
advise the Government on nutrition in the 
Colonial Empire, these efforts so far have been 
unsuccessful. The subject of this enquiry is 


admittedly one which closely affects the 
veterinary profession. In the Colonies, problems 
of disease control and the economic utilisation 
of animal products are closely interlocked. In 
the wider field of animal husbandry in these 
areas, our graduates who are members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons are well 
equipped by their experience and training to 
take an active share in the development of 
agricultural policy in the Colonies and in secur- 
ing the prosperity and health of the native 
populations. Our exclusion, therefore, from 
active participation on such a committee is to 
me a matter of profound regret and no oppor- 
tunity is being lost to impress on those concerned 
our sense of grievance at the omission of any 
veterinary representative on such an important 
committee, which undoubtedly concerns the 
veterinary profession. 

I desire at this stage to refer to the appoint- 
ment of an Adviser in Animal Health at the 
Colonial Office, which was allowed to lapse for 
reasons of economy, and which was so ably 
filled by the late Mr. EK. Montgomery. I had 
recently the opportunity of leading a deputation 
from the Association, and which was received 
by the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. We urged strongly the revival 
of this appointment, secure in the knowledge 
that our efforts had the complete approval of our 
members in the Colonial Service. The principle 
for which we contended was accepted by the 
Under-Secretary for State, but we were unable 
to obtain any assurance that this appointment 
would be immediately revived. The matter is 
not being allowed to rest, as I consider it 
fundamental to the security and development 
of our Colonial Veterinary Service that this 
appointment should be filled. There are in the 
profession many able and experienced men 
whose long service in our Colonial Empire fit 
them admirably to fill this position. 

Throughout the year a close watch has been 
kept on any new legislation affecting the 
profession and it will be noted from the Annual 
Report that, in connection with such items as 
the Livestock Industry Bill, efforts have been 
made to protect and further the interests of 
members of the Association. 

On the scientific side, the special committees 
set up to deal with Parasitology and Poultry 
Diseases have actively pursued their valuable 
work, and the latter committee has issued a 
very comprehensive handbook, giving the latest 
information regarding diseases affecting poultry, 
which cannot fail to be of the utmost interest 
and value to members of the profession. 

Any review of the scientific activities of this 
Association would be incomplete without refer- 
ence to the Report issued recently by the Special 
Committee appointed to investigate the problem 
of Small-Animal Euthanasia, The humane treat- 
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ment of animals has always been a matter of 
supreme importance to the people of this 
country. The veterinary profession has always 
taken a lead in humane methods in the treat- 
ment of animals, and the issue of the Report of 
this investigation indicates our determination 
to ensure the absence of any cruelty in connec- 
tion with the destruction of animals. The 
committee has pursued its work patiently and 
thoroughly. It is evident that the publication 
of the findings of the committee is very oppor- 
tune in view of the wide interest outside the 
profession which has been evinced in the Report. 

Lastly, I must refer briefly to the publication 
of the Report of the Special Committee 
appointed to report on the organisation of the 
profession for the control of animal diseases. 

This committee was charged with no light 
task, and I feel certain that this Report will 
command the attention and the earnest con- 
sideration of every member of the Association. 
It is possible that the findings of the committee 
may not receive unanimous approval, but no one 
will doubt the care and diligence with which 
the committee pursued their investigation, and 
agree also that the members of the committee 
have been animated with that spirit of impar- 
tiality and tolerance to which I referred at the 
outset of my address. 

I do not propose to comment on the findings 
of the committee, but they have with great 
fairness pointed out the sources of irritation 
which have given rise to unrest within* the 
profession in recent years and endeavoured to 
suggest the manner in-which that unrest may 
be relieved. Personally, I have no hesitation in 
endorsing the views expressed by the committee 
that a policy designed to exclude the general 
practitioner from an active share in the control 
and eradication of such diseases as tuberculosis, 
mastitis and Johne’s disease would not only be 
against the best interests of the profession as 
a whole, but would endanger the future of 
veterinary practice, especially in agricultural 
areas. The committee has endeavoured to strike 
a just balance as between the specialist services 
and the work of the general practitioner. 

The need for uniformity in the organisation 


and development of the veterinary services has — 


been repeatedly emphasised by successive com- 
mittees appointed under Government auspices. 
Unquestionably, the active interest displayed by 
many progressive local authorities has led the 
way in obtaining more active control by veter- 
inary surgeons of our meat and milk supplies, 
in spite of the fact that they were exercising 
powers which were merely permissive instead 
of compulsory, as they should have been; the 
resulting lack of uniformity is therefore not 
difficult to appreciate. 

Recently the Government has issued its long- 
term agricultural policy, which includes provi- 


sion for a centralised veterinary service. This 
development, if given effect to, will certainly 
produce uniformity. Let us hope that it does 
not produce mediocrity. 

Both the “ National’ Scheme as well as the 
projected Government Scheme, give effect to 
the legitimate aspirations of the general practi- 
tioner for a fuller share in the control and 
eradication of contagious animal disease in this 
country. The success of the Scheme depends no 
less on those who have to administer the 
Service than on each individual unit in the 
Service. A great responsibility rests on the 
profession to work unitedly for the furtherance 
of these plans to eradicate animal diseases 
which are the cause of great economic loss. 


In the past we have always had leaders who 
could rise equal to great tasks, and at the 
present juncture I have no doubt that they will 
be forthcoming again. 

One final word. During my year of office I 
have had the most loyal support and considera- 
tion from the officers of the Association and its 
permanent staff, which I desire to acknowledge 
most gratefully. I sheuld like also to pay a 
warm tribute to the Chairmen and members of 
the Standing and Special Committees. Their 
devotion to the interests of the Association, and 
their readiness to give up their time and leisure 
to the furtherance of the work of the Associa- 
tion deserve the fullest possible acknowledg- 
ment. One feels that the average member of 
the Association has comparatively little know- 
ledge of the amount of time and _ trouble 
expended by members of the Council, which is 
often productive of more criticism than actual 
appreciation. I have been privileged to watch 
the work of all the committees during the year, 
and whilst it would probably be invidious to 
single out any particular committee, I cannot 
refrain from mentioning especially the work of 
the Editorial Committee, which meets frequently 
at considerable personal inconvenience to its 
members. The satisfaction of producing a really 
live and efficient Journal of the Association 
must be their reward. 

It is difficult to look into the future, but I 
believe that this Coronation year marks the 
opening of a new era for the profession. We 
are being provided with opportunities for 
rendering great service to agriculture and to 
the nation. Let us make certain that these 
opportunities are not lost or frittered away. 

At such a time as this, these words from 
Julius Caesar seem particularly appropriate :— 
“There is a tide in the affairs of men 

Which, taken at the flood, leads on to for- 

tune... 

On such a full sea are we now afloat, 

And we must take the current when it serves, 


Or lose our ventures.” 
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Congress Attendance List 


We give below the list of delegates, members 
and visitors who attended the Annual Congress 
of the Association at Bournemouth, 1937. 

Every effort has been made to render the list 
complete, but inasmuch as it would appear 
that many of those who took part omitted to 
sign the attendance book, there are, inevitably , 
some omissions. 


Members 

Captain R. Simpson (President), Messrs. C. 8. 
Adams, A. H. Andrew, D. J. Anthony, Geo. 
Atkinson, Wm. C. Auld, L. 8S. Balls and 
D. S. Barbour, Captain J. R. Barker, 
Messrs. N. 8S. Barron, G. Warnock Begg, 
Hugh Begg, W. P. Blount, H. W. Steele-Bodger, 
J. N. Bowen, T. Bowett and A. D. J. Brennan, 
Dr. G. B. Brook, Mr. Wm. Brown, Professor 
T. G. Browne, Mr. A. Brownlee, Professor J. B. 
Buxton, Messrs. W. H. Chase, T. A. R. 
Chipperfield, J. C. Coleman, R. L. Cornell and 
G. D. Coward, Professor J. F. Craig, Messrs. 
M. Crawford and 8S. R: J. Cussen, Professor 
T. Dalling, Lt.-Col. W. J. Dale. Messrs. 
F. J. Daly, G. O. Davies, P. F. Dolan and 
(. H. Ducksbury, Major A. Douglas, Messrs. 
H. 8S. A. Dunn, 8. J. Eardley, E. P. Edwards, 
J. Tweedale Edwards, J. Edwardson, W. G. 
Evans, G. K. Fenn-Smith, R. C. U. Fisher, 
Angus Foggie, C. Formston, A. A. Forsyth, 
J. Fox and A. M. Fulton, Major D. A. Gillmor, 
Captain H. Gillmor, Messrs. R. E. Glover, 
T. N. Gold, C. R. Golledge and 8. V. Golledge, 
Major F. Leeds Gooch, Mr. F. A. Gordon, 
Dr. W. 8. Gordon, Mr. G. N. Gould, Lt.-Col. H. 
Greenfield, Mr. H. W. Griffiths, Captain O. V. 
Gunning, Messrs. E. B. D. Hall, G. F. Hall, and 
W. Halstead, Dr. Tom Hare, Messrs. F. T. 
Harvey, J. R. Hewer and H. Raynor Hewetson, 
Sir Frederick Hobday, Major T. H. Hobson, 
Messrs. W. F. Howes, R. Hudson, E. C. Hulse, 
Sydney Jennings and T. H. Jones, Mrs. K. G. R. 
Kelly, Messrs. W. Kendrick, A. J. 8. Kennedy, 
W. R. Kerr, D. W. Kerruish, Herbert King 
and N. 8. King, Major Hamilton Kirk, Messrs. 
R. 8S. Kyle and W. W. Lang, Miss B. L. 
Lock, Messrs. H. J. Lowe, J. A. MeCutcheon 
and John Macfarlane, J. W. MelIntosh, 
J. D. MeLauchlan, J. M. MeLinden, W. Cooper 
Maitland, Jas. Martin, Wm. Martin, C. Masson 
and A. Mather, Major A. B. Mattinson, 
Messrs. Wm. A. Milligan, J. A. Milton, H. J. 
Mitchell and R. Mitchell, Captain T. M. Mitchell 
and Professor W. M. Mitchell, Dr. R. F. Mont- 
gomerie, Messrs. S. J. Motton, G. D. Munro, 
R. B. H. Murray and W. Nairn, Professor 
J. J. O'Connor, Messrs. A. F. O’Dea, G. M. G. 
Oliver, C. W. Ottaway, R. B. Parsonage, 
J. W. R. Pearce, L. E. W. Perkins, C. E. Perry, 
G. F. Pickering, W. A. Pool, J. O. Powley 


| and ©. J. Pugh, Major D. 8. Rabagliati, Veteri- 


nary Lt.-Col. G. Rees-Mogg, Messrs. John Reid, 
EK. Brayley Reynolds and U. F. Richardson, 
Captain J. R. Rider (Hon. Secretary), Messrs. 
A. H. Robb, A. E. Roberts, Chas. Roberts, 
RK.S. Roberts, E. G. Robertson, R. H. Robertson, 
W. J. B. Robson and N. J. Scorgie, Dr. J. T. 
Share-Jones, Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson (President 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons), 
Messrs. H. H. Skinner, 8. Smith, R. 8. Smyth, 
A. H. Smythe and R. H. Smythe, Miss Mary L. 
Somervail, Messas. Arnold Spicer and W. Lyle 
Stewart, Major W. Stothert, Major R. J. Stow, 
Messrs. P. M. Sutton, R. Swaby and F. B. O. 
Taylor, Miss V. Tillemont-Thomason, Mr. T. R. 
Thomas, Mrs. E. I. Thomson (née Hollander) 
and Mr. Alec. Thomson, Messrs. F. T. Trewin, 
J. B. Tutt, J. F. D. Tutt, R. Turnbull, A. C. 
Urquhart, S. B. Vine, P. W. Walker, F. Ware, 
C. V. Watkins, A. H. Watson, G. C. Webster, 
E. G. White, T. Wilkinson, F. W. Willett, J. 
Willett, Major G. Williamson, Messrs. J. Stewart 
Wood, W. Woods, D. R. Wilson and T. Wilson, 
Professor G. H. Wooldridge, Dr. W. R. Wool- 
dridge, Major W. H. Wortley, Captain W. G. 
Wragg (Hon. Treasurer), and Mr. W. Jackson 
Young. 
Delegates 


Commonwealth of Australia—Mr. H. 
Tinney, B.V.Sc. 


Government of New Zealand.—Lieut.-Col. H. A. 
Reid, 0.B.E., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.H. 


Ministry of Health—Dr. W. A. Lethem, M.c. 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries.—Mr. 
H. Gooch, M.R.C.V.S. 


Department of Agriculture for Scotland.—Mr. 
J. N. Ritchie, B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 


Department of Agriculture, Irish Free State.— 
Mr. J. D. Whitty, M.R.C.v.S. 


County Councils : 

Ayrshire, Rev. James Hill; Bedfordshire, 
Mr. Donald Johnston, M.R.C.Vv.s.; Berkshire, 
Mr. R. Mackay Davidson, B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S. ; 
Breconshire, Mr. A. J. Cattell, M.R.C.V.S. ; 
Buckinghamshire, Mr. Howard B. Collet, 
M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H.; Derbyshire, Mr. Harold 
Burrow, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M.; Dorset, Mr. A. 
Alexander, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M.; Dumfries, Mr. 
Geo. A. Sangster, M.R.c.v.S.; Durham, Alder- 
man Wm. Kelly and Mr. H. Birkett Allan, 
M.R.C.V.S., D.V.8S.M. ; Dumbarton, Mr. Archibald 
MeNiven, M.R.C.V.S. ; Essex, Mr. F. W. Medlock, 
M.R.C.V.S.; Fife, Mr. J. C. Henderson and 
Mr. R. G. Anderson, M.R.C.V.S.; Glamorgan- 
shire, County Alderman Joseph Dicks and Mr. 
J. Howard Jones, 0.B.E., M.R.C.V.S. ; Gloucester- 
shire, Mr. J. T. Taylor, M.R.C.v.8s. ; Huntingdon- 
shire, Captain W. K. Townson, M.R.C.V.S. ; 
Kirkeudbrightshire, Mr. James Waddell, 
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M.R.C.V.S. ; Lanarkshire, Mr. James Russell and 
Mr. John Weir, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. ; Middlesex, 
Mr. R. Wooff, M.R.c.v.s. ; Midlothian, Mr. W. D. 
Macrae, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M.; Nottinghamshire, 
Mr. H. L. Torrance, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.8S.M.; Ren- 
frew, Mr. A. McLeod, M.R.c.v.s.; Somerset, 
Mr. Wm. Tweed, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., and Mr. 
Symon Sharp, M.R.C.V.S8., D.V.S.M. ; Staffordshire, 
Mr. F. A. Davidson, B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S.; Stirling, 
Major J. Gillray McGregor, M.R.C.V.S.; Surrey, 
Mr. A. W. Bacon and Mr. E. Clark, M.R.c.vV.s., 
D.V.S.M. ; West Sussex, Dr. L. Jordan, M.R.C.V.S8. ; 
Worcestershire, Mr. Walter Scott, F.R.C.v.s. 


City and Town Councils : 


Belfast, Mr. A. McLean, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H. and 
Alderman R. Pierce; Blackburn, Mr. E. J. 
Burndred, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H. ; Cardiff, Mr. John 
H. M. Hughes, M.R.C.Vv.S., D.v.S.M.; Dundee, 
Mr. Andrew Spreull, M.R.c.v.s. ; Glasgow, Coun- 
cillor Hugh McCalman, Mr. 8. G. Abbott, 
M.R.C.V.S., and Mr. J. Hamilton; Halifax, 
Mr. John Pollard, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. (VICT.) ; 
Huddersfield, Mr. W. R. McKinna, M.R.c.yv.S., 
D.V.S.M. (VICT.); Leeds, Councillor Beatrice C. 
Ives and Lt.-Col. J. A. Dixon, M.R.c.v.S. ; Liver- 
pool, Mr. H. T. Matthews, B.v.Sc., F.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.H. (LIV.); London, Mr. L. B. A. Grace, 
M.R.C.V.S. ; Manchester, Councillor J. Howard, 
Jouncillor C. Beamand, Mr. W. K. Johnstone, 
M.R.C.V.S. and Mr. R. C. Locke, M.R.¢.V.S., 
D.V.S.M. (VICT.); Paisley, Mr. James Andrew, 
M.R.C.V.S. ; Peterborough, Captain W. K. Town- 
son, F.R.C.V.S. ; Preston, Mr. R. Finch, F.R.c.v.S., 
D.V.S.M. (VICT.) ; Rutherglen, Councillor Robert 
Brown and Captain Donald Campbell, M.R.c.v.S. ; 
Sheffield, Mr. H. M. Salusbury, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H. ; 
Stoke-on-Trent, Mr. F. H. Manley, M.yv.sc., 
M.R.C.V.S.; Wallasey, Mr. George Tullis, 
M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M.; West Ham, Mr. H. FPF. 
Bywater, M.R.C.V.S. 

Visitors 

Dr. I Abdalla, Mrs. H. Birkett Allan, Mr. W. A. 
Allan, Mrs. R. G. Anderson and Miss Anderson, 
Mrs. A. H. Andrew, Mr. T. V. Bagshaw, Miss 
A. S. Bailey, Mrs. L. 8S. Balls, Mrs. J. R. Barker, 
Mrs. W. Knight Barron, Mrs. Hugh Begg, 
Dr. M. F. Benjamin, Mrs. E. C. Bovett, Mrs. 
W. M. Brancker, Mrs. A. D. J. Brennan, Mrs. 
T. G. Browne, Mrs. E. J. Burndred, Mrs. Harold 
Burrow, Mrs. H. E. Bywater, Mrs. H.8. Caldwell, 
Mrs. Donald Campbell, Miss J. K. Coleman, 
Mrs. G. D. Coward, Mrs. A. A. Cracknell, Mrs. 
J. F. Craig and Mr. J. K. Craig, Mrs. F. J. Daly, 
Mr. A. H. Dawson, Mrs. J. A. Dixon, Mrs. P. F. 
Dolan, Mrs. W. G. Evans, Mrs. A. C. Forsyth, 
Mrs. A. M. Fulton, Mrs. R. E. Glover, Mrs. 
C. R. Golledge, Mrs. S. V. Golledge, Mrs. G. N. 
yould, Mrs. L. B. A. Grace, Mrs. O. V. Gunning, 
Mrs. H. Raynor Hewetson, Mrs. A. A. Hobson, 
Mrs. J. Howard, Mrs, W, F, Howes, Mrs, R. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


No. 34. Von. 49. 1031 


Hudson, Mrs. W. K. Johnstone, Mrs. A. J. 
Kennedy, Mrs. H. King, Mrs. M. King, Mr. C. O. 
Langley, Mr. Edgar von Lustig, Mrs. McCutcheon, 
Mrs. A. Macfarlane, Mrs. J. G. McGregor, Mr. 
A. F. B. Mackay, Mr. E. MeLauchlan, Mrs. E. 
McLean, Mrs. A. M. K. McLeod, Mrs. M. Masson, 
Miss M. M. Masson, Mrs. I. Matthews, Mrs. G. A. 
Milton, Mrs. Robert Mitchell and Miss Grace D. 
Mitchell, Mrs. T. M. Mitchell, Mr. K. H. Morgan, 
Mrs. S. J. Motton, Mrs. M. Nairn, Mrs. M. 8. 
Nickinson, Mrs. J. J. O’Connor and Miss Eileen 
O’Connor, Mrs. G. M. G. Oliver, Mrs. E. D. 
Perkins, Mrs. C. E. Perry, Mrs. L. E. Rabagliati 
and Miss Sylvia L. Rabagliati, Mr. M. H. Reid, 
Mrs. G. J. Richardson, Mrs. J. R. Rider, Dr. N. 
Salah, Mrs. G. A. Sangster, Mr. J. L. Scott, . 
Mrs. R. Simpson and Miss Maydy Simpson, 
Mrs. A. R. Smythe, Mr. Peter G. Steel, Mrs. 
F. Arthur Stott, Mrs. R. Swaby, Mr. J. A. B. 
Thomas, Mr. A. B. Todd, Mrs. F. T. Trewin, 
Mrs. S. B. Vine, Mr. S. M. Vine, Mrs. A. H. 
Watson, Mrs. T. Wilkinson, Mrs. F. W. Willett, 
Mrs. T. Wilson, Mrs. W. R. Wooldridge, 
Mrs. G. H. Wooldridge, Mrs. W. G. Wragg, 
Miss F. Wragg and Mrs. W. Jackson Young. 


Total attendance recorded 347 


LIVESTOCK IN ENGLAND AND WALES 


The Ministry of Agriculture have now issued 
the numbers of livestock on holdings above one 
acre in extent in England and Wales, as returned 
by occupiers on June 4th, 1937. They show 
that_the total number of cattle in 1937 increased 
by 73,700 (1:1 per cent.). The chief increases 
recorded were in cattle under one year old 
(48,600, or 4:0 per cent.) and cattle one year 
old and under two years (22,000, or 1:8 per cent.). 
The only decreases were among cows and heifers 
in milk which declined by 12,000 (0°5 per cent.) 
and cows in calf but not in milk which decreased 
by 11,100, or 2-7 per cent. 

The total number of sheep shows an increase 
of 534,800 (3:2 per cent.). Ewes kept for breed- 
ing and other sheep under six months old show 
appreciable increases which more than counter- 
ew the decreases amongst other classes of 
sheep. 

The total number of pigs declined .by 171,500, 
or 4:5 per cent., the reductions being general 
in all classes, 

The number of horses, which has declined 
continuously since 1918, was further reduced in 
1937 by 7,500 (0-9 per cent.). Agricultural 
horses and other horses on agricultural holdings 
were reduced by 6,900 and 8,700 respectively, 
but unbroken horses of one year old and above 
increased by 5,000 and foals increased in number 


by 3,100. 

Considerable reductions in all classes of 
poultry are recorded this year. Fowls over six 
months old decreased by 845,000, or 3°3 per cent. 
and those under six months old by 4,344,000, 
or 13:4 per cent. Ducks, geese and turkeys show 
reductions of 12°5 per cent., 12-9 per cent. and 
2-8 per cent. respectively. 
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Official Opening of 


Congress 


Civie Welcome at the Town Hall 

There was a large attendance of delegates 
and their ladies in the Grand Hall of the 
Bournemouth Town Hall on Monday, July 26th, 
for the inaugural meeting of the Congress and a 
civic welcome by Alderman H. G. Harris 
(Deputy-Mayor) who attended in the unavoid- 
able absence of the Mayor (Councillor T. V. 
Rebbeck). The President (Capt. R. Simpson) 
was in the Chair and others on the platform 
included the Deputy-Mayor of Bournemouth 
(Alderman H. G. Harris), Capt. Donald Campbell 
(President-Elect), Prof. T. Dalling (Chairman 
of the Executive Committee), Dr. L. Jordan 
(Local Hon. Secretary), Capt. J. R. Rider (Hon. 
Secretary) and Capt. W. G. Wragg (Hon. 
Treasurer). 

The PRESIDENT, introducing the Deputy- 
Mayor, said: We have met this morning to 
inaugurate the 55th Annual Congress of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and it is my very 
pleasing duty this morning to welcome the 
Deputy-Mayor and to ask him officially to open 
the Congress and to offer you a few words of 
welcome. I am sure that you will regret the 
asence of the Mayor, who is away, taking a very 
well-earned holiday, but I know that we have 
a most excellent substitute in the Deputy-Mayor, 
Mr. Alderman Harris. (Applause.) I felt 
certain last year, when the Association decided 
to select Bournemouth as the venue for this 
year’s Congress, that a wise decision had been 
made and the opinion has been definitely 
strengthened throughout the year by the 
kindness and by the courtesy which has been 
extended to us by the officials of the Corporation 
of Bournemouth in arranging our Congress. 
(Applause.) This is my third visit to Bourne- 
mouth this year: I have been here in winter, 
and in spring, and in summer, and on each 
occasion the sun has always shone and, I think, 
will do its best to-day so to do, so that the 
town has really done everything possible to 
earn its title of ‘‘ Sunny Bournemouth.” 

It is difficult for those of us who are visiting 
Bournemouth for the first time to realise that 
this town is of comparatively modern develop- 
ment. It is only one hundred or so years ago 
since this delightful valley to which we havecome 
was the domain of little else but wild birds 
and smugglers, and to-day we see this very 
beautiful town, admirably planned and framed 
in a background of cliffs and golden sands and 
a wide horizon of sky and sea making, as someone 
has said, “‘ A picture to the eye as if to snatch 
a grace beyond the reach of art.’’ The promi- 
nent position of this town as a health resort 
is not only due, I am sure, to its climate and to 


its position, but also to the wise administration 
of those who have had charge of its development 
and progress throughout the years, and I am 
certain in the Deputy Mayor, we have one who 
has taken a very keen interest in the develop- 
ment of this town. We are very glad to see him 
here this morning and, without further taking 
up your time, I shall now ask the Deputy-Mayor 
officially to open the Congress and address you. 
(Applause. ) 

The DEpuUTY-MAYor (Alderman H. G. Harris) : 
Whenever one wants to hear anything good said 
of Bournemouth, one must listen to what the 
visitors have to say. We are modest in Bourne- 
mouth, and it is good to hear visitors praising 
the town. They praise it in a better way than 
we can ourselves. If you live in a town you 
cannot see the beauties of it in the same way 
as the visitors who come now and again. The 
President said he had been here three times 
during the year and on each occasion the sun 
met him. We who live here know very well that 
we can also get wind and rain, and in proof of 
that, we have our beautiful gardens, of which 
we are very proud. I am extremely proud of 
Bournemouth because when I came here 40 
years ago in bad health, I went to four doctors 
to get insured and, as I was telling your President 
just now, those four doctors are dead and I am 
still alive. (Laughter and applause.) Could 
you have a better advertisement for Bourne- 
mouth than that ? Wein Bournemouth are out 
to please our visitors. We have no factories to 
speak of, we have no large population of indus- 
trial people and yet we manage to keep or 
expanding and increasing our population. We 
do that because we think we have one of the 
finest towns in the kingdom, and also because 
we are out to give pleasure to those who come 
here and to provide our visitors with a nice, 
clean and healthy town to come to. Other 
towns have their particular attractions, but in 
Bournemouth we reckon that our pleasure is to 
give pleasure to those who come here. As a 
Corporation, we are trying to keep the town 
up to a certain level, both for the town’s benefit 
and for the benefit of those who like to come and 
visit us. The President mentioned that when he 
came here before he was received very nicely by 
the officials. That, of course, is our duty, and 
we—from the Mayor down to the office boy— 
try to treat everybody who comes to Bourne- 
mouth as we should like to be treated when we 
go away ourselves. (Applause.) 

As regards the work of your Association, I do 
feel that if we can forward in any way the 
welfare of, not only people, but all kinds of 
animals, then we shall be doing a very good work 
indeed. Your Association already must have 
done much valuable work and everyone has 
come here to-day to do a little bit of good and to 
help forward the work of your Association. We 
welcome you to Bournemouth and we hope you 
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will derive great benefit, not only through your 
deliberations, but in a general way for the 
uplifting of your profession. There is always 
something to learn from each other for the good 
of all and these conferences help in that direc- 
tion. We hope you will have a successful time 
and that you will go back richer in mind, not 
worse off in pocket and better in health as the 
result of enjoying our sunshine, our beautiful sea 
front and our grand gardens. (Applause.) 

The PRESIDENT: I wish to move formally 
that a very hearty vote of thanks be accorded to 
the Deputy-Mayor for his kind welcome this 
morning. Iam sure the proposition will be re- 
ceived with acclamation. To-night we are to enjoy 
the hospitality of the Corporation, and I take 
this opportunity of thanking the Deputy-Mayor 
and the Corporation in advance for all they are 
doing for us to-night and throughout the week. 
(Applause.) I thank you again for the very kind 
words you have addressed to us and I am quite 
certain we can look forward this week to a most 
enjoyable gathering. (Applause.) 

This concluded the formal inauguration of the 
Congress and the Deputy-Mayor then left. 


Congress Meeting of 
Council, N.V.M.A. 


A meeting of the Council of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland took place at the Town Hall, 
Bournemouth, on Wednesday, July 28th, 1937. 

The President (Capt. R. Simpson) occupied 
the Chair, and there were also present Messrs. 
L. 8. Balls, J. R. Barker, W. P. Blount, H. W. 
Steele-Bodger, A. D. J. Brennan, H. E. Bywater, 
H. 8S. Caldwell, the President-Elect (Mr. D. 
Campbell), Messrs. T. A. R. Chipperfield, J. C. 
Coleman, Professor J. F. Craig, Messrs. P. 
Crosfield, Professor T. Dalling, Messrs. P. F. 
Dolan, H. Scott Dunn, E. P. Edwards, J. Fox, 
H. Gillmor, C. R. Golledge, O. V. Gunning, 
G. Howie, Major H. Kirk, Messrs. R. C. Locke, 
J. W. McIntosh, A. McLean, G. P. Male, Major 
A. B. Mattinson, Professor W. M. Mitchell, 


Captain S. J. Motton, Mr. Chas. E. Perry,. 


Major D. 8S. Rabagliati, Captain J. R. Rider 
(Hon. Secretary), Messrs. E. Brayley Reynolds, 
G. Sangster, R. H. Smythe, A. Spicer, W. Lyle 
Stewart, T. R. Thomas, A. H. Watson, 
T. Wilkinson, T. Wilson, Professor Geo. H. 
Wooldridge, Dr. W. R. Wooldridge and Captain 
W. G. Wragg (Hon. Treasurer) together with 
Mr. C. O. Langley (Solicitor), and Mr. F. Knight 
(Secretary). 

Apologies for absence were received from 
Mr. Horace Bell, Mr. J. C. Baird, Dr. O. 
Charnock Bradley, Mr. J. A. Craft, Mr. H. W. 
Dawes, Major Brennan DeVine, Major G, W. 
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Dunkin, Messrs. C. Wentworth Elam, Arthur 
Gofton, H. Tudor Hughes, H. M. Duff, 8. F. J. 
Hodgman, Captain J. McAllan, Mr. E. F. 
McCleery, Captain G. Dunlop Martin, Mr. W. 
Nairn, Major R. H. H. Over, Messrs. J. W. 
Pritchard, J. Small, H. P. Standley, Jun., 
Major F. J. Taylor, Major J. H. Taylor, Mr. 
Alex. Thomson, Captain W. Watt and Dr. 
A. W. Whitehouse. 

The minutes of the last meeting of Council, 
having been published in the Veterinary Record, 
were taken as read, confirmed and signed. 

Arising from the minutes, a letter was read 
from the Association’s Solicitor stating that the 
procedure laid down in the Resolution passed 
at the last meeting of Council with regard to 
the re-admission of members who may have 
been previously expelled, was in order. 


Correspondence 


(1) From Mr. H. C. Watson, M.R.C.V.S., 
applying as Hon. Secretary for the affiliation 
to the N.V.M.A., of the Hong Kong Veterinary 
Association. 

The Council welcomed this application and 
readily granted it, subject to the Rules of the 
Society meeting with the approval of the 


Council. 
(2) From the Ministry of Agriculture and 


Fisheries, as follows :— 


TUBERCULOSIS (ATTESTED HERDS) SCHEME 
(ENGLAND AND WALES) 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
7, Whitehall Place, 
London, S.W.1. 


July 20th, 1937. 


Sir,—I am directed to refer to your letter of 
the 29th ultimo regarding the resolution passed 
by the General Purposes Committee of your 
Association in connection with the tuberculin 
testing of herds under the above scheme, and 
to inform you that the Ministry is pleased to 
be able to make arrangements to notify private 
practitioners when official tests for the purposes 
of the scheme are to be commenced. It Is 
proposed in each case_to notify the private 
practitioner who conducted the more recent 
qualifying tuberculin test of the herd concerned, 
and the notification will take the form of the 
enclosed draft letter. As stated therein, the 
notification is not to be regarded as a request 
for the veterinary surgeon to attend the official 
test but is to be taken merely as* a statement 
that the official test is to be carried out. If a 
private practitioner is present at the official test 
as a result of the Ministry’s notification, it must 
be on the clear understanding that the visit is 
made because he desires to make it and, unless 
acting on the herd owner’s instructions, that he 
will not expect any fee for such attendance. 

I am, Sir 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) S. R. Mappison. 


The General Secretary, 
National Veterinary Medical Association 
of Great Britain and Ireland, 
36, Gordon Square, 
W.C.1 
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DRAFT 


MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES 


TUBERCULOSIS (ATTESTED HERDS) SCHEME 
(ENGLAND AND WALES) 


has applied to the Ministry for a certificate of 
attestation under the above scheme in respect of 
, and accordingly an official 
tuberculin test of the herd to determine whether 
or not it shall be entered in the register of 
attested herds will begin at about .................2... 


This note is sent to you so that if you desire 
you may make arrangements to be present while 
the official test is being carried out. It must 
not be regarded as a request to be present at 
the test: it is merely a notification as to when 
the official test will be carried out. The Ministry 
cannot accept any liability for the payment of 
any fee in respect of any visit made by you as 
a result of this notification. 


Yours 


On the motion of Mr. MALE, the Council 
agreed that a letter of thanks be addressed to 
the Ministry of Agriculture for acquiescing in 
the Association’s proposal. 


Annual Report and Balance Sheet 


The Annual Report for the year 1936-37, and 
the Revenue Account and Balance Sheet for the 
year ending December 31st, 1936, were approved 
for presentation to the Annual General Meeting. 


Annual Meeting, 1938 


The venue for the Annual General Meeting 
of 1938 was considered. In this connection, 
invitations were received from Great Yarmouth 
and Gorleston-on-Sea ; Glasgow, supported by 
the West of Scotland Division and the Scottish 
Branch ; Inverness and Cheltenham. A letter 
was also submitted from Eastbourne, while 
Oban and St. Andrews were suggested by 
members of Council. 

After discussion, it was decided to suggest 
to the Annual General Meeting that the next 
Annual Meeting be held in Scotland. 


Nomination of President and President-Elect 


President.—The retiring President (Capt. R. 
SIMPSON) proposed the President-Elect, Capt. 
Donald Campbell, for election as President 
of the Association for the year 1937-38. This 
was seconded by Mr. P. F. DoLAN, and it was 
unanimously agreed to recommend to the 
Annual Meeting accordingly. 

President-Elect—On the proposition of the 
PRESIDENT, seconded by Mr. A. H. Watson, 
the Council unanimously agreed to recommend 
that Major D. 8. Rabagliati be nominated as 
President-Elect, 
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Nomination of Vice-Presidents and Other 
Officers 


Vice-Presidents.—It was resolved to reconi- 
mend to the Annual General Meeting that, as 
provided in the Association’s revised ‘* Articles,” 
the Vice-Presidents for the year 1937-38 be the 
Retiring President (Capt. R. Simpson) and the 
President-Elect (Major D. S. Rabagliati). 

Hon. Treasurer.—It was unanimously agreed 
to recommend that Capt. W. G. Wragg be 
re-elected to the office of Hon. Treasurer. 

Hon. Secretary—For the office of Hon. 
Secretary, the Council unanimously resolved to 
recommend the re-election of Capt. J. R. Rider. 

General Secretary.—On the proposition of the 
PRESIDENT it was resolved to recommend that 
Mr. F. Knight be re-elected General Secretary 
for the ensuing year. 

Auditors.—The Council unanimously resolved 
to recommend that Messrs. Fairbairn, Wingfiel:| 
and Wykes be re-elected the Association's 
auditors. 


RE-APPOINTMENTS BY COUNCIL 


Solicitors.—Messrs. Fowler, Langley and 
Wright were unanimously re-appointed the 
Association’s solicitors. 

Editorial Representative-—On the proposition 
of the PRESIDENT, the re-appointment was made 
of Mr. W. Brown as Editorial Representative. 


Resolutions 


(1) From the Southern Counties Division :— 


“That this Meeting of the Southerr 
Counties Veterinary Society, held at Bourne- 
mouth, on June 4th, 1937, is of the opinion 
that there should be uniformity in the 
administration of the Veterinary Services 
in the counties, and that the fullest possible 
use should be made of the Veterinary 
Practitioners in carrying out the veterinary 
duties under the Milk and Dairies and 
Diseases of Animals Acts and Orders, 
particularly in respect of tuberculin testing. 

That the Secretary be instructed to send 
letters to the Chief Veterinary Officers of 
Hants, Wilts and Dorset, requesting them 
to bring the Resolution to the notice of their 
Councils.” 


Mr. CALDWELL moved that in view of the 
circumstances arising within the profession at 
the moment, this resolution be allowed to lie on 
the table. 

The motion was carried without discussion. 

(2) The Council next dealt with the resolution 
set out below, passed at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting of the Royal Counties Division, 
held on July 9th, and forwarded to the Associa- 
tion with the suggestion that the Divisions of 
the “ National” be asked to support the resolution 
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in order to produce a highly desirable state of 
unanimity :— 
“We, the members of the Royal Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association, in support- 
ing the Attested Herd Scheme of 1937, 
approve the scale of fees laid down for 
remuneration of the Veterinary Practi- 
tioners by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, and are agreed that it is a fair 
scale of minimum fees to be charged for the 
testing of commercial herds.” 

After discussion, it was resolved that this 
resolution be circulated to Divisions as requested 
by the Royal Counties Division with the 
intimation that its terms carried the recom- 
mendation of the Council of the N.V.M.A. 


Other Business 


The Secretary read two resolutions received 
from the Society of Veterinary Practitioners. 

It was agreed that these resolutions should be 
brought forward for consideration at the meeting 
of the Council arranged for July 30th. [See 
report of Post-Congress meeting of Council, 
published elsewhere in this issue.—EDITOR. | 

The meeting then terminated. 


INFORMAL CONGRATULATIONS 


(Mr. Donald Campbell—the newly-elected Presi- 

dent, and Mr. James Martin, sen.—the senior 

veterinary surgeon at Congress, not excepting 
Mr. Harvey!). 
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Annual General Meeting 


Captain Donald Campbell Elected President 


The Fifty-fifth Annual General Meeting of 
the National Veterinary Medical Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland was held in the Grand 
Hall of the Town Hall, Bournemouth, Hamp- 
shire, at 3.30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 28th, 
1937, the President (Capt. R. Simpson) oecupy- 
ing the Chair. Supporting him were Captain 
J. RK. Rider (Hon. Secretary), Captain W. G. 
Wragg (Hon. Treasurer), Mr. C. O. Langley 
(of Messrs. Fowler, Langley and Wright, Solici- 
tors to the Association), and Mr. F. Knight 
(Secretary). 


The list of those attending Congress will be 
found following the President’s Address, pub- 
lished at the commencement of this issue. 
Following is the list of members who sent 
apologies for absence from the Annual General 
Meeting: Mr. Horace Bell, Mr. J. C. Baird, 
Mr. P. W. Bloye, Mr. J. A. Craft, Dr. O. 
Channock Bradley, Major Brennan DeVine, 
Mr. Arthur Gofton, Mr. H. W. Dawes, Mr. 
H. M. Duff, Major G. W. Dunkin, Mr. C. Went- 
worth Elam, Mr. A. B. Forsyth, Mr. 8. F. J. 
Hodgman, Mr. P. J. Howard, Mr. H. Tudor 
Hughes, Captain J. MeAllan, Mr. E. F. McCleery, 
Captain G. Dunlop Martin, Major-Gen. Sir John 
Moore, Mr. W. Nairn, Major R. H. H. Over, 
Mr. J. W. Pritchard, Mr. J. 8. Small, Mr. H. P. 
Standley, Jun., Major F. J. Taylor, Major J. H. 
Taylor, Mr. Alex Thomson, Colonel 8. K. Walker, 
Captain W. Watt and Dr. A. W. Whitehouse. 


The Secretary read the notice convening the 
meeting, dated June 30th, 1937. 


The PRESIDENT: The minutes of the last 
meeting have been printed and circulated. Is 
it your wish I sign them as correct ? 


The meeting agreed. 


WELCOME TO FOREIGN DELEGATES 


The PRESIDENT: The next item on your 
agenda is the welcome to foreign and other 
delegates attending this Congress. .I should just 
like simply, in the name of the Association, to 
give those delegates from abroad and from 
other governments a hearty and very sincere 
welcome to our Congress and express the hope 
that they are spending an enjoyable and a 
profitable time. (Applause.) 


Presidential Address.—The PRESIDENT then 
delivered his Presidential address which was 
received with evident appreciation, many of the 
statements it contained being heartily applauded. 
[As indicated above, the Address is reproduced 
elsewhere in this issue. ] 
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THE DALRYMPLE-CHAMPNEYS CUP 
AND MEDAL 


AWARD TO MR. FRED T. HARVEY 


The PRESIDENT: At the last Council Meeting, 
held in Edinburgh in June, it was unanimously 
resolved that the Dalrymple-Champneys Cup 
and Medal should be awarded this year to Mr. 
Harvey, of St. Columb. (Applause.) As you 
know, this cup and the medal which goes with 
it were presented to this Association by two very 
old and trusted friends of the Association, 
namely, Sir Weldon and Lady Dalrymple- 
Champneys. I feel sure that the decision of the 
Council to award this trophy and medal to Mr. 
Harvey is one that will commend itself to every 
member of the Association. Mr. Harvey is a 
general practitioner who embodies all the 
qualities and the abilities which go to make up 
the sound professional worker. Qualifying 
as he did in 1885 I think he has spent his whole 
life in country practice in an agricultural 
district, but during that busy life he has yet 
found time to make many valuable contributions 
to clinical medicine and surgery. (Applause.) 
On several occasions also he has read papers 
of great practical interest at our conferences. 
I think one may say that Mr. Harvey is essenti- 
ally a thinker and one who has been able during 
his life to reconcile theory with practice. He is 
not only content to make a diagnosis but he 
always takes pains to check his opinions and we 
know, whenever opportunity arises, he always 
makes sure of his opinion—of his diagnosis—by 
following up with a post-mortem examination, 
and I belicye he spent much time and a great 
deal of trouble in gathering data and enriching 
his clinical knowledge in that way. So he has 
become a most valuable consultant in the 
south-western counties. But Mr. Harvey is also 
well-known outside his own district to a wide 
circle in the profession because he has acted as 
examiner of the Royal College for a considerable 
number of years. Mr. Harvey is not restricted 
entirely to his professional work as we know 
he has other interests. He is interested in, the 
Shire Horse Society and in the Fat Stock Club 
of his district. It is, however, his valuable work 
for the enrichment of our clinical knowledge 
which we wish to acknowledge this afternoon 
and also his example to the younger generation 
to record to the benefit of this profession, cases 
of interest which they may encounter in their 
work. I have very much pleasure, Mr. Harvey, 
in asking you to come forward and to receive 
this cup and the medal which goes with it. 

Mr. Harvey then came forward and in pre- 
senting him with the cup and medal, the 
President said: ‘‘I congratulate you very 
much.”’ The presentation was loudly applauded. 

In reply, Mr. HARVEY said: I am extremely 
obliged to you, Mr. President, for the very fine 
and appreciative remarks you have made in 


presenting this cup and medal. It was a 
pleasant surprise a few weeks -ago when | 
received a note from Mr. Knight that I had been 
awarded this medal, and it was also a pleasure 
to learn that a recommendation for the award 
had gone forward from my friends from the nort], 
of the Tweed. I regard the receiving of this meda! 
from a somewhat wider point of view than « 
personal one. It is a recommendation of the 
importance of the study of clinical medicine 
which, perhaps, there has been a tendency 
in recent years to put somewhat in the back- 
ground. As you have stated, my life has been 
spent away out in the wilds, in this case Cornwall, 
and it is an unusual thing for an “ animal 
taddy gaddy ’—an old term for practitioner— 
to have his work recognised in this way. I hope 
this event will act as an encouragement and 
inspiration to younger members of the profession 
to continue to pay great attention to clinical 
medicine. I feel they will find it the greatest 
hope and support to fall back upon in the 
event of their outlook being altered by the 
recommendations of a Royal Commission or 
the findings of a Parliamentary Committee. | 
am unaccustomed to public speaking, so I will 
detain you no longer. I thank you for your 
very cordial reception and the way you have 
received the presentation to me of this award. 
(Applause. ) 


MEETING PLACE FOR 1938 


The PRESIDENT: The next item is the meeting 
place for 1938. I will ask the Secretary to read 
the recommendation of the Council first. 

The SECRETARY: The venue for the Annual 
General Meeting of 1938 was considered. In this 
connection letters were received inviting the 
Association to hold the meeting at Great 
Yarmouth and Gorleston-on-Sea, in Glasgow, 
Inverness and Cheltenham. A letter was alsu 
received from Eastbourne, while Oban and St. 
Andrews were suggested by members of the 
Council. The Council decided to suggest to the 
Annual General Meeting that the next Annual 
Meeting be held in Scotland. 

The PRESIDENT: The Council have limited 
their recommendation merely to the country 
where the Congress shall be held. In connection 
with that they had in mind the fact that there 
were four possible places which might be selected 
—Glasgow, Inverness, Oban and St. Andrews. 
But the actual -selection of the venue for next 
year is, of course, a matter for the Annual 
General Meeting, and I should also draw your 
attention to the fact that in any voting which 
takes place only members of the Association are 
eligible to vote. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER : I think, Sir, you might 
have gone further and told the members that 
up to a point the opinion of the Council was 
almost unanimously in favour of Inverness. 
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SAVAL is 


ODERN veterinary practice is 

agreed upon the principle of 
building up the nutritional resources 
of the in-whelp bitch during the 
period of gestation, as the surest 
means of establishing a sound founda- 
tion of health for the coming litter. 


As a food rich in the necessary 
elements for developing a sound 
constitution capable of healthy 
propagation, and for maintaining the 
dam in robust health during preg- 
nancy, SAVAL No. 2 is widely 
esteemed by the veterinary prac- 
titioner. Fed to the bitch after 
whelping, SAVAL No. 2 provides 


CANINE DIETETICS 


the nutrition for an adequate milk 
supply without drain upon her 
constitution. 


For the puppies’ first solid food, 
SAVAL No. 1 can be confidently 
recommended. It incorporates in 
active form the essential vitamins A, 
B, D and E and—in correct ratio— 
first-class protein, carbohydrates and 
mineral constituents. After three 


‘ months SAVAL No. 2 can be equally 


relied upon to satisfy the growing 
needs of the litter. Fed with a little 
raw meat SAVAL supplies all the 
nutritional requirements in a well- 
balanced form. 


PUPPY FOOD 


IN TWO GRADES : 


No. 1 from weaning 
to. three months. 


No. 2 from three months onwards. Also for in- 
whelp bitches, Toy Dogs and dogs in convalescence. 
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(For Injection or Oral Use) 
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CAT and DOG 

AMPOULES 
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at same price 


* a 


9/- per box 


of 


The Laboratories of 


ANTIBODY PRODUCTS, Ltd., Watford, Herts. 


Arnold’s Veterinary Instruments Case 


Each Instrument can be sold separ- 
ately. Any other instruments can be 
supplied to meet individual require- 
ments. 


Telegrams: 


Nusalin, Southtot, 
London. 


FOLDING LEATHER Pocket Case with Strap and Buckle 
Containing : 


2 Artery Forceps. Bard Parker Blades, No. 10 
1 Director and Scoop. 1-5 c.c. Record Syringe with 
2 Spring Dressing Forceps. 2 Needles. 

1 Probe. 1 packet Needles assorted 
Straight Scissors. 

Curved Scissors. 1 Tablet of Silk, 4 sizes. 


Bard Parker Handle, No. 3 1 Clinical Thermometer. 
45/6 the Set. Case only 10/6 each. 


Full details of any instrument may Initials can be stamped on Leather 
be had on application. Case free of charge. 


All prices are subject to change without notice 


Telephone : 
Stamford Hill 
(JOHN BELL & CROYDEN) 3456 


VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, STANDARD WORKS, LAWRENCE ROAD, LONDON, N.15 
A wide range of the instruments are in stock at JOHN BELL & CROYDEN, Wigmore Street, London, W.1. 
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But as you did not think fit to do so, I have done 
so now. (Laughter.) In recommending Inver- 
ness, I have the authority of certain members 
of that district, to wit: Mr. John Brown, of 
Invergordon; Mr. Russell, of Elgin; Mr. 
Anderson, of Keith ; and Mr. Murray Lamb, of 
Brigg. Mr. Brown assured me last week on the 
telephone that he had been in to Inverness 
and had an interview with the Provost and had 
ascertained from him that there was very 
adequate accommodation for this Association. 
He informed me that he had authority to say 
that the hall belonging, I believe, to the 
Northern Games Meetings would be at our 
disposal. Suffice it to say that the dance hall 
of that hall will accommodate 500 couples and 
that there is a banqueting hall of equal size 
and kitchens in proportion. I do not need to 
emphasise the attractions of Inverness as a 
mere Southerner, but as one who has had 
several times a year the pleasure of staying there 
or passing through it, I cannot refrain from 
saying that in all the British Isles I know of no 
more suitable venue than Inverness. The 
country round is unequalled, whatever the 
Clydesiders may say. I have great pleasure 
in recommending Inverness as the venue for 
next year’s Congress. 
Major Kirk : I second that. 


Mr. G. W. BEGG: Probably as a member who 
knows more about that district than any other 
member here, I might be able to enlighten you 
about certain conditions there. There is no 
better place to have a Congress—I agree with 
Mr. Steele-Bodger there—but there is a real 
difficulty of accommodation in Inverness in the 
season, which begins ih June and lasts right on 
to the end of September. If we can get an 
assurance from the authorities in regard to 
accommodation, there is no better place, and I 
have pleasure in supporting Mr. Steele-Bodger’s 
motion. 

The PRESIDENT: The beauties of Inverness 
have been extolled very well. Is there any other 
suggestion to put before the meeting? If not, 
we shall have to go to Inverness. 

Mr. BEGG also pointed out the difficulties 
of obtaining accommodation at Oban. 

Mr. Goocu : I propose we go to Glasgow. 

Mr. McIntTosH: In view of what Mr. Begg 
has told us, we ought to have some alternative 
proposal decided upon to-day. 

The PRESIDENT: I think you should under- 
stand that we are not bound to Scotland. It 
was merely a recommendation of the Council. 
At the moment, we are dealing with Inverness 
and Glasgow. 

Capt. BARKER: I will second Glasgow as an 
alternative. 

Mr. CAMPBELL: I can, to some extent, 
answer the point raised. I believe the informa- 
tion that the West of Scotland Division received 
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from the Town Clerk of Glasgow was that 
in any month except July there would be ample 
accommodation for the Congress. 

The PRESIDENT: Inverness has it, I take it, 
and Glasgow will be kept as a substitute if 
anything arises that we cannot go to Inverness. 
Is that your wish? (Several members: No, 
no !) 

Mr. CAMPBELL: I hope you all understand 
that Glasgow is an alternative, which I think 
must be suggested at this meeting. 

A vote was taken, and the PRESIDENT said : 
The meeting has decided on Inverness. If any 
insurmountable difficulties should arise it may be 
necessary to fall back on Glasgow. 

Capt. BARKER: I will move that the next 
Congress be held in Inverness and if sufficient 
accommodation cannot be obtained there and 
for any reason we cannot go there, the Congress 
be held in Glasgow. 

Mr. Goocu : I will second that. 

This resolution was declared carried. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT 


The PRESIDENT: I have to inform you that 


. at, the meeting of the Council held prior to this 


General Meeting, the Council decided to recom- 
mend unanimously that the President-Elect, 
Capt. Donald Campbell, should be President 
of the Association for the year 1937-1938. 
(Applause.) I presume there are no other 
nominations. 

The recommendation was carried’ with 
acclamation. 

Capt. DONALD CAMPBELL : Before the meeting 
adjourns, might I just be allowed to express 
my appreciation of the very great honour you 
have bestowed upon me. It has always been 
my pleasure, Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, 
to serve the Association in any capacity as the 
opportunity has presented itself and I shall 
regard this new office merely as an enhancement 
of my opportunity and an enlargement of my 
scope. My predecessors have established a 
wonderful tradition of service—one which, 
perhaps, I shall find it difficult to follow— 
but I hope that when the time comes for me 
to hand over the burden of office to my successor, 
it may be possible to say that I have been 
in a direct line of descent and that I have not 
failed in that high tradition. Ladies and 
gentlemen, thank you very much. (Applause). 


| The proceedings were adjourned for ten minutes 
and were resumed with only members present. | 


The PRESIDENT: The first item on the 
agenda is the Annual Report and Balance Sheet. 
We will take these items separately. 

The adoption of the Report was moved by 
Major RABAGLIATI, seconded by Capt. MoTToN 
and carried. 
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The Balance Sheet was then taken and the 
Secretary read the Auditors’ report. 

The PRESIDENT: I take it the Balance Sheet 
is approved and adopted. (Carried.) 


ELECTION OF OTHER OFFICERS 
MAJOR RABAGLIATI, PRESIDENT-ELECT 


The PRESIDENT: The Articles of Association 
have been altered and these make provision 
now for the election of two Vice-Presidents 
instead of four as was previously the arrange- 
ment. Under this system the Past-President 
becomes Senior Vice-President, and another 
Vice-President is elected who shall also be the 
President-Elect. 

The SECRETARY: The Council has resolved 
to recommend to the Annual General Meeting 
that, as provided in the Association’s revised 
Articles,’ the Vice-President for 1937-1938 be 
the retiring President (Captain R. Simpson) and 
that Major D. S. Rabagliati—whom the Council 
decided unanimously to nominate—be President- 
Elect. (Applause.) 

These recommendations were carried unani- 
mously. 

Major RABAGLIATI: Allow me to say that I 
am fully conscious of the exceedingly great 
honour you have done me by selecting me to 
be your President-Elect for the coming year, 
knowing full well that this, in the normal course 
of events, means that I am expected to fill the 
Chair the following year. The profession, as we 
all know, is undergoing very great changes 
to-day and the counsel and advice of this 
Association will be required in every detail. 
I know full well we have every possible confidence 
in our new President, Mr. Campbell, and I can 
only say I accept this post because I have been 
able to follow very closely the work of our 
retiring President in the most difficult of years, 
and I know I shall act as pupil to our new 
President in the year to come. (Applause.) 

Hon. Treasurer.—The PRESIDENT: I formally 
move from the Chair that Capt. Wragg continue 
in the office of Hon. Treasurer. (Carried.) 

Hon. Secretary.—The PRESIDENT: The nomi- 
nation from the Council is that Capt. J. R. Rider 
be our Hon. Secretary for the ensuing year. 
(Agreed. ) 

Secretary.—The PRESIDENT: Again, the 
recommendation of the Council is that Mr. 
Knight continues in the office of General 
Secretary. (Carried.) 

Auditors.—On the recommendation of the 
Council, Messrs. Fairbairn, Wingfield and Wykes 
were re- ‘elected auditors. 

The PRESIDENT: There are no other matters 
referred from the Council and nothing has 
arisen which may be considered at this Ordinary 
Meeting and we, therefore, adjourn until Friday, 
July 30th, at 11.45 a.m. 
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Bournemouth at its Best 


SOCIAL AND RECREATIVE 
ACTIVITIES OF THE WEEK 


Minister of Agriculture at the Banquet 


Looking back over the long series of Congresses 
since the ‘ National’’ became a power in the 
land and attendance at General Meeting, in 
consequence, an accepted and welcome necessity 
for the keen member and his lady, it is clear 
that the Association has been singularly 
fortunate in its choice of conference centres, 
for all have brought outstanding features of 
attractiveness to the support of the Provisional 
Committee’s efforts to provide a memorably 
enjoyable week. Bournemouth ranks amongst 
the most delightful of the many meeting places 
of which we have had experience ; indeed, the 
pleasures of the lovely gardens, fine sea front 
and glorious pine-clad hinterland, with first- 
class golf courses and tennis courts as additional 
diversions, constituted a combination more 
than ordinarily menacing to the well-ordered 
programme of Sessional Meetings at the Town 
Hall. Certainly the delegates, however faithful 
to their scientific interests, were immensely 
appreciative of the refreshing amenities imme- 
diately awaiting their exit from the Conference 
Hall, while the ladies found Bournemouth 
entirely to their liking. A light land-breeze 
tempered the consistent warmth prevailing 
throughout their stay, which enabled the fulles’ 
advantage to be taken of the facilities courteously 
afforded the delegates by the Corporation in 
such matters as free access to piers and the 
right to play golf, bowls and tennis in the parks. 

The County Borough were worthily repre- 
sented on such ceremonial occasions as_ the 
Civic Welcome, the Civic Reception and the 
Annual Banquet of the Association by the 
Deputy-Mayor, Alderman A. G. Harris, while 
every member of the N.V.M.A. present felt 
that Captain Robert Simpson’s statesmanlike 
presidency on such an occasion was as opportune 
as it was appropriate. For this year’s Congress 
was one of some political significance, and the 
honour of Mr. Morrison’s presence was welcomed 
the more as reflecting in some degree the 
effectiveness of the President’s leadership of the 
Association’s deputational activities at White- 
hall. The visit to our Congress of the Minister 
for Agriculture in the year (actually, in the very 
month) of the passing of the great Agriculture 
Act is an event to be recorded in our annals with 
appreciative gratification. 

In the pages which follow we recount the 
social and recreative features contributing so 
materially to the pleasure of all privileged to 
participate in the memorable and significant 
Congress of 1937. 


Py 
| 
ay 
4 
) 
| 
a 
| 
| } 
j 
‘ 
ge 
4 
| 


August 21st, 1937. 


Local Divisions’ “ At Home ” 


Of recent years it has been the highly- 
appreciated custom of those local members who 
may be regarded as the hosts of the ‘“‘ National ” 
Congress, to make provision for a rendezvous 
for delegates arriving the day prior to the 
official opening. Of such welcoming and in- 
formal features of our conferences we can 
remember none more successful in fulfilling 
its function of facilitating reunions than that held 
in the spacious King’s Hall at the Royal Bath 
Hotel, Bournemouth, on the evening of Sunday, 
July 25th, and for which the Southern Counties, 
South-Eastern, Sussex, Mid-West and Western 
Counties Divisions of the N.V.M.A. jointly were 
responsible. 

Harry Roy’s Lyricals provided a pleasing 
musical background to an animated scene, 
in which the “ social atmosphere ”’ was fostered 
among the 230 delegates and ladies present 
with a rapidity ensuring a wholly successful 
send-off for Congress week. The presence of 
many new faces in the company augured well for 
the achievement of that aim of all provisional 
committees, a record attendance, and when the 
gathering was at an end—all too soon in the 
universal opinion—those responsible for it must 
have felt well rewarded for their efforts in the 
knowledge that the ““ At Home ” had contributed 
very materially to the fulfilment of the hopes of 
members of the Association that the Bourne- 
mouth meeting would be one of quite excep- 
tional enjoyment. 

* * * * * 
Civie Reception 


The civic authorities of the splendid town 
housing this year’s Congress spared no pains 
to make the stay of the delegates in Bourne- 
mouth thoroughly enjoyable. Their study of the 
convenience of the Association was seen in the 
provision of the fine accommodation at the Town 
Hall for the sessional meetings; that of the 
pleasure of members and their ladies was shown 
most notably by the holding of a civic reception 
at the magnificent Pavilion on the evening of 
Monday, the opening day. 

The guests, to the number of over 400, and 


who included Captain Robert Simpson, President. 


of the Association, Mrs. Simpson, and repre- 
sentatives of the civic and commercial spheres 
of Bournemouth, were received by the Deputy- 
Mayor and Mayoress (Alderman H. G. Harris 
and Mrs. Harris). 

The company danced to music excellently 
played by Sim Grossman and his band, and as 
the evening, so universally enjoyed by the 
delegates, drew to its close, the President 
expressed the thanks of the Association to the 
civic authorities for the welcome received by 
the ‘‘ National ’”’ at their hands and the hospi- 
tality and entertainment extended to them at 
that delightful function. 
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The President’s Reception 


If there be one social feature of Congress 
more assured of success than another, it is the 
opportunity afforded to members by the Presi- 
dent’s reception to show some measure of their 
appreciation of the efforts made by the head of 
the Association during his year of office to 
maintain and foster the well-being of the 
N.V.M.A. The year 1936-1937 has presented 
exceptional opportunities for the President, 
Captain R. Simpson, to exercise the qualities 
of leadership, notably in Parliamentary quarters, 
on behalf of the members and these he has 
seized with both hands. It was, therefore, 
no matter for surprise that with this adjunct, 
to the personal popularity of Captain and Mrs. 
Simpson, the commodious King’s Hall at the 
Royal Bath Hotel was packed to the point of 
immobility by the time the President and his 
lady had completed the reception of the guests, 
numbering over 400, on the evening Tuesday, 
July 27th. 

The hospitality extended by the President 
comprised not only generous refreshment and 
facilities for dancing to the music of Harry Roy’s 
** Lyricals,’’ under the baton of Maurice Kasket, 
but a first-class cabaret entertainment, including 
the Carlyle Cousins who, as a harmony trio, have 
won for themselves an outstanding position. 
The cumulative result was an evening’s enjoy- 
ment such as will remain long a refreshing 
memory for those who were privileged to 
participate. 


A Group AT THE TowN HALL 
(The President-Elect—Major Rabagliati; The 
Hon. Treasurer—Captain Wrage; Mr. McIntosh 
and Mr. Peter Walker) 


The Medical Officer of Health for Walsall in 
his annual report says that the people of the 
town are eating far more English meat than 
formerly. Six years ago 30,000 English carcases 
were officially inspected before being sold. Last 
year the number was 60,000. But he points out 
that 37 tons of meat—nearly half of it English— 
had to be condemned as unfit for food, whereas 
six years ago 26 tons of meat were destroyed. 
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The Congress Banquet 


Minister of Agriculture and the State 
Veterinary Service 

NOTABLE SPEECH BY THE PRESIDENT 

The brilliant assembly at the King’s Hall, 
Royal Bath Hotel, Bournemouth, on Wednesday, 
July 28th, for the annual banquet of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association, was 
made unique in the annals of the N.V.M.A. by 
the visit of the Right Hon. W. S. Morrison, m.c., 
P.C., K.C., M.P., Minister of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, who took the opportunity to make an 
important speech dealing with the position of 
members of the veterinary profession under the 
new proposals of the Government for a State 
Veterinary Service to combat the spread of 
bovine tuberculosis and other contagious 
diseases of animals. 

The President (Captain R. Simpson) presided 
and those supporting him at the top table 
included the Minister (Mr. Morrison), Sir John 
Kelland (Chief Veterinary Officer, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries), Viscount Lymington, 
the Right Hon. Lord Malmesbury (Chairman, 
Hants C.C.), Mr. W. Craven-Ellis, m.p., Miss 
Olga Nethersole (Founder, People’s League of 
Health), Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson (Presi- 
dent, Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons), 
Dr. Lethem (Ministry of Health), Alderman 
H. G. Harris (Deputy-Mayor, Bournemouth), 
Mr. Herbert Ashling (Town Clerk, Bourne- 
mouth), Dr. J. Dixon Green (President, Local 
Branch, B.M.A.), Dr. S. Watson Smith (Past- 
President, B.M.A.), Alderman Atkins 
(Bournemouth), Sir Fergus Graham, Bart. 
(Netherby, Longton, Cumberland), Mr. Herbert 
Tinney (representing the High Commissioner 
for Australia) and Lieut.-Colonel H. A. Reid 
(representing the High Commissioner for New 
Zealand). . 


“THE COUNTY BOROUGH OF 
BOURNEMOUTH ” 

After the loyal toasts Mr. J. N. Ritcime 
(Edinburgh) proposed “* The County Borough of 
Bournemouth.” He said: I am always a little 
diffident of speaking in public, particularly so 
far from my native country. I think this com- 
plex dates from a time when I visited a house 
in Edinburgh to prescribe for a Cairn terrier. 
I had reached the stage of detailing the treat- 
ment that was to be followed and was conscious 
of doing so in very excellent English. But the 
lady turned to her maid and said, “ Ellis, would 
you mind paying attention to what the gentle- 
man is saying, I don’t understand Scotch.” 
(Laughter.) But I have other difficulties. I have 
only been in Bournemouth once before and I 
realised that during the continuous rush of 
meetings during Congress week it would be 


quite impossible to see enough of the town 
hefore to-night. So I decided that we must come 
to Bournemouth several days before Congress 
week. And I shall always be grateful that I 
was asked to propose this toast, since it induced 
us to come to Bournemouth for a few days of 
real holiday, uninterrupted by the cares of con- 
ference. We shall certainly come to Bourne- 
mouth again. That desire of folk who have 
been in Bournemouth to return to it seems to 
be the secret of its success and its amazing 
growth. Only about 90 years ago this town had 
a population of about 700 souls. But, because 
for the last few years about 1,500 people have 
been returning to Bournemouth each year to 
make it their home it has now a population of 
some 125,000. Now what is the reason for this? 
Why do these people come back? What makes 
the town so attractive? I made it my business 
to find out. I have interviewed people in charge 
of, I think, every department in the Corporation, 
and I could give very full details about their 
work, but it may be that you don’t want to 
know just how many pails are lifted every week 
in every street of the town. Unfortunately it 
was not until I had collected a tremendous 
amount of information that I reached those 
people who deal with publicity. So sweet are 
the uses of advertisement that I very soon 
realised that there was no need for me to tell 
you anything about Bournemouth at all. It is 
said that Bournemouth has no industries. Now 
a certain section of the publicity department of 
Aberdeen fosters the belief that its citizens are 
the meanest people in Britain. Can it be true, 
then, that Bournemouth has no _ industry? 
(Laughter.) I have never come across a town in 
which there are so many possibilities for recrea- 
tion and entertainment. It has made an indus- 
try of providing these facilities for its visitors 
and its citizens and has spent over a million 
pounds for that purpose in the last ten years. 
There are 2,000 hotels, although there was only 
one just 100 years ago. If you will ¢ ant that 
this is an industry, then I am certainly right 
in saying that Bournemouth is one of the most 
successful industrial towns on the whole of the 
South Coast of England. (Applause. ) 

The natural setting of Bournemouth is soe 
delightful that one wonders that it was neces- 
sary to come to Nature’s aid. But when one looks 
round and sees the town and its beauty, one 
realises how carefully and how effectively this 
very dangerous work of improving on Nature has 
been accomplished. As a result of the energy and 
hard cash that has been spent on the amenities 
of Bournemouth there is ample opportunity here 
for holidays of all kinds. There are beautiful 
gardens and lovely sands, there are sports of 
great variety, pastimes of every description, and 
musie—who of us has not heard the Municipal! 
Orchestra on the air, if not in the flesh? Now, 
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i know if I had simply risen and lifted my 
glass and said, ‘“ Ladies and gentlemen, I give 
you the toast of the County Borough of Bourne- 
mouth,” you would have’ responded right 
heartily. But it is customary to say more, and 
therefore I have to do so. But if I have not 
presented the toast acceptably to you, then I 
can only say that I am not entirely responsible, 
it was the people who asked me to do it. That 
reminds me of a football match that was played 
in Yorkshire some years ago. It was an impor- 
tant match, but the goalkeeper of the home 
team was unable to play. A substitute was 
chosen and in the first half he allowed the ball 
to pass him five times into the net. He was not 
nearly so successful in the second half. At the 
end of the game he was making his way as 
inconspicuously as possible to the pavilion 
through a crowd of about 30,000 irate spec- 
tators, when one excited miner said to him: 
* Ay, lad, it’s not thee we are after, it is they 
as picked thee.” (Laughter.) I give you the 
toast of the County Borough of Bournemouth 
and with the toast I couple the name of the 
Deputy-Mayor, Alderman H. G. Harris, J.P. 
(Applause. ) 

The Deputy-Mayor, responding, said: I have 
always heard the toast of the County Borough 
of Bournemouth proposed in a nice way and the 
gentleman who has proposed it this evening, 
although he has been in the town such a short 
time, has been here long enough to be educated 
up to our ideas, and he has primed himself 
with a good knowledge of the town. The chief 
joy of the people of Bournemouth is to enter- 
tain their visitors in such a way that they will 
go away pleased with everything they have 
seen. We did not put the sea there nor the 
beautiful beach, but we had enough sense to 
put our houses in the vicinity and we have had 
enough foresight not to try and improve Nature 
but to try and aid Nature. We are still trying 
to carry on in the same way. If we can do 
that and please all you ladies and gentlemen 
who come to visit us, then, in my estimation, 
our work will be well done. 

After a reference to the large number of 
Scotsmen in Bournemouth and to the large 


number present that evening, the Deputy-. 


Mayor said: I hope all of you who have come 
here for this Congress will take notes of things 
you see here and when you go home I hope you 
will spread the good news that Bournemouth is 
a very decent and up-to-date town, and then 
come back again and make one of the 1,500 a 
year whom the proposer of the toast said came 
here annually to reside. We don’t want too 
many Scotsmen, but we can do with the cream 
of you. I thought the cream of Scotsmen were 
living here now, but if there are any more of 
them who consider themselves in that category 
come along and leaven us up a bit. (Laughter.) 
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Mr. President, we are exceedingly pleased you 
have come. We want such Congresses of the 
standing of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association to come here. It is your kind of 
Association that Bournemouth requires. 


SPEECH OF THE MINISTER OF 
AGRICULTURE 

On rising to propose the toast of “ The 
National Veterinary Medical Association,” the 
Right Hon. W. 8S. Morrison, M.c., P.C., K.C., M.P., 
the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, was 
greeted with cheers and loud applause. He said: 
This is a very pleasant duty but, after the 
brilliant, witty and genial speech to which we 
have listened from His Worship, the Deputy- 
Mayor, I feel a sense of a certain hardihood in 
inflicting another Scottish joke on you. The 
Scots have had many hard things said about 
them but they are able at all times to extract 
good out of adversity. For example, the jig-saw 
puzzle, which is the delight of youth and the 
solace of old age, was invented, so we are 
credibly informed, by an Aberdonian butcher 
who had the misfortune to drop a _ ten-shilling 
note into his mincing machine. (Laughter and 
applause.) We have many detractors. There 
are those who accuse us, with great truth, of 
having no sense of humour, because we fail to 
respond in an indecorous manner to what the 
English call jokes. (Laughter.) But there are 
others who deride us when they say that a 
Scotsman must have a sense of humour because 
a sense of humour is a gift. (Laughter.) 

But I do welcome on this occasion the oppor- 
tunity of addressing members of an ancient and 
honourable profession which has a long and 
very friendly association with the Department 
over which I temporarily preside. Indeed, in 
some ways the veterinary side of our activities 
is one of the very oldest in the Ministry’s 
history. There was an epidemic of cattle plague, 
or rinderpest, in the year 1865, In June of that 
year it broke out at Islington and, by the end 
of the year over 70,000* cattle in the whole of 
Great Britain were affected. That brought into 
being in that year the forerunner of the Animal 
Diseases Division of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, though it was then called by the 
inelegant title of the Cattle Plague’ Department. 
It was first of all under the Home Office and 
then it was transferred to the Privy Council 
and that father of many children conducted its 
affairs for some time. They do say that a 
number of farmers and local authorities up and 
down the country sent to the Cattle Plague 
Department under the Privy Council for the 
appropriate forms to fill in with regard to the 
cattle plague and by some mischance in the 
Department those astonished farmers received a 
batch of new prayers set by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury for a bounteous harvest, (Laughter.) 
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We do things a little better now. By means of 
specialising we have left that side to the Privy 
Council while we ourselves deal as effectively 
as we can with the national problem of animal 
diseases. 


STATE VETERINARY SERVICE: 
PROFESSION’S CO-OPERATION ESSENTIAL 


I have spoken of the long = association 
between the Ministry and your Association. The 
present is a most auspicious moment. The 
Government has decided upon a great enter- 
prise, which involves a_ centralised State 
Veterinary Service, to commence an attack upon 
the problem of animal diseases on a scale and 
on a front of a magnitude which has not yet 
been imagined. That cannot succeed without 
your co-operation, but of that co-operation I 
feel assured. (Applause.) We have seen this 
session the Livestock Industry Bill, which is a 
matter of great interest to the veterinary pro- 
fession, but more particularly the Agriculture 
Bill, and Part IV of which is a matter on 
which I should like to say a word or two 
to-night. The astonishing thing was the 
unanimity with which this part of the Bill was 
received by the House of Commons. I think 
that, representing as it does public opinion, the 
unanimity of the House of Commons on this 
occasion is a very remarkable sign of how 
conscious the public as a whole are of the 
necessity and value of the service that we 
intend to bring in to grapple with this matter. 
We start, in that way, under the best of 
auspices. We have a fair wind behind us and, 
indeed, it is sometimes even embarrassing to 
the Minister of Agriculture to find his proposals 
do not evoke their customary storm of oppro- 
brium and dissent. But now we are starting on 
this great task and I was very glad indeed, 
and very comforted, to read the report of the 
Committee of Investigation of your Association 
—a most valuable document—and to read from 
it, though I will not comment on the many 
recommendations to-night, that you are with 
me in the idea that for a successful pursuit of 
our goal the centralisation of the public veter- 
inary services under the State is essential. 
(Hear, hear.) 

I would just like to say a word or two as to 
how these proposals may affect members of 
your great profession. The transfer of services 
and of personnel of local authorities will be 
effected during the next few months in close 
consultation with the local authorities concerned 
and, I hope, with the minimum of disturbance. 
I have already said that it is the intention of 
the Ministry to invite whole-time local authority 
veterinary inspectors to accept appointment 
under the Ministry, subject to the conditions 
which will attach to the State Veterinary Ser- 
vice. Many questions have been asked me about 
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the age limit. I can say here, subject to 
Treasury sanction, that we intend to interpre? 
the age limit of men now established in the 
service of local authorities as liberally as is 
humanly possible. (Hear, hear.) The experience. 
qualifications, and present salary of each man 
will be very carefully considered with a view 
to fitting him into the machine where he can 
work with credit to the whole enterprise and 
with, I hope, great happiness to himself. We 
will do our best to maintain the local connec- 
tions which many of you have built up in your 
service with the local authorities. (Hear, hear.) 
It is to my mind clear that, where a man has 
by service in a particular locality made certain 
contacts which enable him to be of particular 


service in that locality, it would be a loss to- 


the efficiency of the service if such contacts 
were to be unduly disturbed. (Hear, hear.) Our 
object will be to reduce changes to the minimum 
necessary for efficiency. 


THE PRACTITIONER’S PART 


As regards part-time men, there will be no 
formal transfer of them to the Ministry, but 
we contemplate that the services of the 
majority of those practitioners will be utilised 
for some of the duties which will have to be 
discharged by veterinary inspectors in connec- 
tion with the working of the new proposals. 
The first step clearly is in getting information 
as to the personnel of the profession now in 
existence throughout the country. In order to 
get that information to-day we have issued a 
very comprehensive questionnaire, which I hope 
will enable us to get such particulars as will 
enable us to frame a scheme of a satisfactory 
character. In the course of working out these 
proposals it is my hope and desire that we shall 
keep, as a Ministry, in as close touch as possible 
with your Association—(applause)—because I 
am convinced that by so doing we shall have 
your help and your knowledge to support us in 
the changes that we have to make. 

I do not want to enter to-night at great length 
into the general strategy we intend to pursue, 
but I think you will agree with me that, in the 
first instance at least, having regard to its 
effect on public health, the disease of bovine 
tuberculosis must receive prior regard. 
(Applause.) In my view the first step we should 
take is to protect those herds which are already 
free and to eradicate the disease from those 
which are, as yet, not heavily infected. We 
shall concentrate, I think, on self-contained 
herds and I think the principle of protecting 
healthy herds in the first place is sound. It 
serves two purposes. It stops the rot, it stops 
those herds becoming infected, and it provides 
us with a reserve of healthy animals from 
which we can replace animals removed from 
other herds because of disease. It is the “flying” 
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herd, the herd replenished from the market, 
which contributes most heavily to the 25,000 
cows Slaughtered annually under the Tubercu- 
losis Order. And these herds are, in the main, 
extensively infected with other diseases. There 
are many other problems which await us. 
i might invite your attention to diseases of 
poultry, which are responsible for so much loss 
in an industry which is already suffering diffi- 
culties through a rise in the cost of feeding- 
stuffs. I was very glad to see that your 
Association ‘has recently circulated a very 
valuable handbook on this subject and I do 
thank you on behalf of the public for the good 
work your Association is doing in this way. 
This is an important stage in our history and 
we can, I think, look forward to a great work 
together. When one considers the immense toll 
that animal diseases inflict upon the industry of 
agriculture one realises that even the reduction 
of its incidence by half would be an immense 
saving in national resources. It will take time, 
however—the voyage is a long one—it will need 
much perseverance, much cunning and much 
wisdom to bring about success. But I feel we 
are well launched. We at the Ministry have a 
very fine body of men up and down the country 
on whose assistance we can rely with confidence. 

The private practitioner, I hope, will continue 
to flourish in the country districts. Mine is no 
desire to magnify a State service at his 
expense. (Applause and cheers.) I hope the 
result of the operation of these proposals will 
be a raising of the whole status of the profes- 
sion to the place it so richly deserves and a 
gradual evolution for the betterment of the 
profession. I should like to see the veterinary 
practitioners called into consultation at an 
earlier stage than they are now. (Hear, hear.) 
There is too great a tendency to call in the 
veterinary officer when there is a crisis and a 
valuable animal is in the throes of dissolution. 
If farmers and others would regard veterinary 
surgeons as capable of advising them, not only 
in cases of sickness, but how to preserve the 
health of the animal, it would be a great 
advance. And as these routine inspections that 
are envisaged become more regular, I can 
imagine that though one of our officers is look-. 
ing for tuberculosis or some other particular 
disease, he might not like the look of an animal 
in the cowshed and he would say to the owner: 
“Tf I were you I would call in the private 
practitioner to have a look at that one” and he 
might thus save the animal for him before it 
thing would work. 

1 would only wish you the best of success in 
your work. I can assure those who go into the 
new service that they are going into a good ser- 
vice. Under the distinguished guidance of Sir 
John Kelland and his predecessors, I think I can 
as its temporary head say, without boastfulness, 
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that the veterinary branch of the Ministry has 
a very high reputation, not only in this country, 
but in the whole of the world, and those who 
come in are assured of a welcome and hearty 
co-operation which is our common object in the 
future. (Applause.) I believe it is not sufficiently 
recognised in many quarters how great a bear- 
ing the practice of veterinary research and 
surgery has upon public health. It should never 
be forgotten or under-estimated. All research 
in the end, whether it be in the veterinary field 
or in the human field, is dealing with the same 
sort of problem, and it is very remarkable how 
large a contribution veterinary science and 
research can make to medical science and 
research. One could carry it further and say 
that even botanical research to-day into some of 
the direst diseases may have an _ important 
bearing on diseases not only of animals but 
also of human beings. There is a story recorded 
in Lockhart’s life of Sir Walter Scott which 
has a point in this connection. Sir Walter was 
touring the Border Country and there he met 
with an aged and experienced veterinary prac- 
titioner. Sir Walter asked this man if he was 
ever called upon to prescribe for human beings. 
And the man said: “ Yes.” It was in a remote 
and isolated district and he went on to say in 
answer to Sir Walter, “I have only twa drugs, 
laudanum and calomel.” Sir Walter” said: 
“Surely they are very drastic drugs, don’t you 
ever have an accident with their use among 
human patients?” The Scot replied, ‘‘ Yes, I 
have had many accidents, but they were mostly 
English, and it takes a lot to make up for 
Flodden.” (Laughter.) 

I wish your profession great success in the 
future and this Association in particular. I 
think this Association does a great service in 
bringing you together to hear all these erudite 
discussions and then, perhaps, more than the 
formal discussions in the conference hall, there 
is the informal contact of men from different 
parts who can tell each other stories of their 
experiences, and one man’s experiences are 
often of service to his fellows. As a Scriptural 
work has it, “ As iron sharpeneth iron so does 
a man sharpen the countenance of his friend.” 

I couple with this toast the name of your 
President, Captain Simpson, who had a distin- 
cuished War service in the profession. He 
was at one ‘time with the Scottish Board 
of Health and, again, with the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, but we know him 
best now as being for many years in the post of 
Chief Veterinary Officer for Cumberland. We 
all know him and we all rejoice in knowing 
him as your President of the Conference. He is 
truly typical of all that is best in the profes- 
sion. (Applause.) I would with these words ask 
you to rise and, with me, drink the toast of 
the National Veterinary Medical Association, 
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coupled with the name of your President, 


Captain Simpson. 


THE PRESIDENT’S REPLY 

The Presipenrt (Captain Robert Simpson), 
responding to the toast, said: My first duty on 
rising is to thank the Minister of Agriculture 
most sincerely for the very eloquent and the 
very generous terms in which he has proposed 
the health of the Association; and then, ladies 
and gentlemen, let me thank you equally 
sincerely for the very kindly and very enthusi- 
astic way in which you have received the toast. 
1 feel quite sure I shall be expressing the 
sentiments of every member of our Association 
when I say we are both honoured and privileged 
to have with us to-night Mr. Morrison, the 
Minister of Agriculture. (Applause.) This is not 
the first occasion on which a Minister of Agri- 
culture has proposed the toast of the Associa- 
tion because we all have the most pleasant 
recollections of the hospitality which was 
extended to us in the North of Lreland by the 
Government there two years ago, when the 
Minister of Agriculture of that country proposed 
the toast of this Association. But this is the 
first occasion in the history of our Association 
that a Minister of the Government of the day 
has attended our Congress, and, after the 
very keen well-informed interest you 
have taken in the affairs of our profession, 
we all hope most sincerely we shall have the 
opportunity of entertaining you again on some 
future occasion. (Applause.) In view of the 
recent eveuls to which the Minister has alluded 
it seems not inappropriate that we should have 
with us to-night the Minister of Agriculture, 
but we welcome him for other reasons. We 
welcome him for his own personality and for 
the fact that he is the official head of that 
great industry, agriculture, between which and 
the members of our profession there has always 
been the closest bond of sympathy and co- 
operation. I could also find another reason for 
welcoming Mr. Morrison here to-night. He was 
educated at a certain merchant company’s 
school in Edinburgh and I went to a rival 
school, and it is quite possible that on some 
oceasion in the distant past we were on opposite 
sides of the rugby field either opposing each 
other or cheering our rival school teams. 

But it is an honour to me to find myself 
sitting side by side with him, espousing the 
same cause-—the advancement of the veterinary 
profession and the success of the Government 
schemes for the eradication of animal diseases. 
There is no profession, I venture to say, which 
is better placed to understand the difficulties 
and trials of agriculture of recent years, and 
we have welcomed the efforts of the Govern- 
ment to bring aid to the very sorely tried 
farmer. Though our Association, I am sure the 


Minister will be relieved to hear, has no political 
outlook in the ordinary acceptance of the term, 
we have followed with sympathy and with 
interest the sincere efforts which have been 
made by Mr. Morrison and his predecessors to 
help on and assist that great industry, agricul- 
ture. These are days when questions of national 
defence are very much, unfortunately, in the 
minds of us all, but I can conceive of no 
successful plan for the successful defence of 
this country in time of emergency which does 
not take into consideration the primary neces. 
sity of a sound and prosperous agriculture, 
(Applause.) Various plans have been conceived 
by the Government to assist agriculture and | 
think that we can assure the Minister, so far as 
it lies in the power of our profession, that we 
shall do all we possibly can to assist these 
schemes for the betterment of agriculture. The 
development of marketing schemes has been one 
of the most important phases in the policy of 
the Government and in one direction particu- 
larly, in connection with the marketing of milk, 
we have been privileged to lend some aid. So 
far as milk marketing schemes are concerned 
we have been called upon as a profession to do 
something to ensure the purity of milk. A 
certain amount of criticism has been passed on 
our profession in that connection, but we have 
never suggested that the work which we are 
doing just now in connection with the clinical 
examination of herds was perfect. We have 
always held, as an Association, that the only 
real and proper method to deal with these 
diseases of animals was by a policy of eradica 
tion and it is for that reason that we welcome 
the Attested Herds Scheme of the Minister, 
feeling sure that it will make some real econtri- 
bution to the eradication of such dangerous 
diseases. It is also a scheme which we welcome 
for another reason, in that it preserves the 
relationship of the general practitioner with the 
farmer, (Hear, hear.) 

In regard to the livestock schemes which the 
Minister referred to we have welcomed the 
provisions of the Livestock Act, and we sincerely 
hope that that measure will bring some aid to 
one of the most important branches of the 
agricultural industry. In some directions we 
should have wished to have played a rather 
more important part in connection with that 
Act, but an Advisory Committee has been set 
up and I sincerely hope that the experience of 
our profession will be made use of by those 
Advisory Committees which are to follow in the 
train of the main Advisory Committee. We 
have always held that our profession has 
legitimate place in the meat inspection services 
of this country. Many progressive municipali- 
ties in England and Wales have made use, for 
many years, of the services of our- profession in 
connection with the safeguarding of the meat 
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and food supplies of this country, and in 
Scotland and the North of Ireland that principle 
has also been accepted. But we sincerely hope 
that before long the public health legislation 
of this country will be revised so as to place 
our profession in its proper relationship in 
regard to meat inspection. (Applause.) 

The Minister has alluded to the Government 
schemes for the eradication of those diseases 
which are at present very serious sources of 
economic loss to the farmers of this country. 
I want to assure him at once on behalf of our 
Association that, so far as lies within our 
power, we shall do our utmost to secure the 
success of those schemes. (Applause.) It is true 
that those schemes make radical changes in our 
work, The system of local government in this 
country is very deeply ingrained, but we must 
realise that new problems demand new weapons. 
This is an age when conditions have changed 
very considerably. Not long ago a very distin- 
guished public man referred to the dangers of 
speed in industry. As a profession we cannot. 
how escape the danger of speed because, nowa- 
days, methods of transport of cattle have 
gradually altered from what they were 20 or 
30 or 50 years ago and it is true to say, more 
so to-day than ever before, that disease knows 
no boundaries, and it is for that reason, again, 
that we welcome the institution of a State 
service to deal with those problems. For some 
years past our profession has been somewhat 
worried in regard to what we consider the 
haphazard development of the veterinary ser- 
vices of this country. "That development has 
given rise to a certain amount of friction which 
did not arise within the profession but as a 
result of the legislation we had to deal with. 
We, therefore, welcome this consolidation of 
our services and the opportunity to render far 
more efficient service than we have ever been 
able to do before. In that report which you 
have referred to, and which was issued by this 
Association, I am sure you will have noted that 
we consider it fundamental to the success of the 
schemes for the eradication of disease that the 
general practitioner should be a really effective 


part of the scheme—(applause)—and we wel- . 


come most heartily your assurance that> that 
principle will be adhered to in the future. But 
let me say this, that in supporting these 
schemes, we have also laid it down quite 
definitely that, as an Association, we are out to 
secure efficiency. (Hear, hear.) I can assure 
you and the Government that, as a profession, 
we shall do all we can to ensure that the 
members of this Association will carry out the 
duties efficiently. But if we are to keep 
in touch with modern development—because, as 
we know, methods of control and diagnosis are 
continually changing—I feel, speaking on my 
own behalf, some arrangements post- 
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graduate education are.an essential feature for 
the success of these schemes. We have heard 
quite recently that the medical profession are 
going to be provided with really adequate 
facilities for post-graduate education and I 
sincerely hope, sir, that eventually our colleges 
and other institutions will be able to make 
arrangements on similar lines. (Hear, hear.) 
I realise, however, that, in suggesting an addi- 
tional burden on our schools, they have already 
a great burden to carry, in view of the fact 
that they lack financial backing and they are 
overcrowded with students. But we have 
welcomed the action which has been taken by 
you and by the Secretary of State for Scotland 
in setting up a Departmental Committee to: 
enquire into veterinary education and its finan- 
cial resources. It would be improper for me to 
anticipate what may be their recommendations, 
but I should be very much surprised if they do 
not find that our colleges in the past have been 
‘arrying on, if not in a starving condition, 
certainly in a very under-nourished condition. 
It is the fashion nowadays if individuals or 
institutions are under-nourished, to look to the 
State for nourishment, but I, for one, should 
be sorry to see the whole of that nourishment 
provided by the State. I feel that this new 
service which is being set up will render real 
service to the whole country and that public 
and private individuals will not be lacking in 
their support of the work that these schools are 
carrying on. I have mentioned the question of 
private support, not that T want in any way to 
omit to remember that we have been supported 
from private sources to a large extent, and I 
have in mind the almost unparalleled efforts 
made by one of the most distinguished members 
of our profession, Sir Frederick Hobday, in 
collecting a vast sum of money and in removing 
what was regarded rightly as a national dis- 
grace, and certainly a disgrace as far as our 
profession is concerned, I feel most decidedly 
that hand in hand with’ those schemes which 
the Government proposes to set in operation, 
there must come adequate facilities also for 
research work. It has been said we are unable 
to find sufficient numbers for research work, 
but I deny that suggestion. We haVe been able 
in the past to find sufficient numbers of trained 
and efficient workers in our research depart- 
ment, but we have lacked the support and 
encouragement necessary to carry out such 
research work. I do not want it to be thought 
for one moment that we regard our work as a 
closed compartment. We have always welcomed 
help from outside and some of the finest pieces 
of research work which have been done in the 
past in connection with diseases of animals 
have been the result of close team work in the 
various branches of agricultural science. But 
we do think that the direction of veterinary 
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research is largely a matter that should rest 
in the hands of experienced and _ trained 
veterinarians. Some day I hope the importance 
of veterinary research will be recognised in this 
country and we shall have our own Veterinary 
Research Council. (Hear, hear.) 

I have detained you longer than I intended, 
but I just want once more to assure the Minister 
how much we appreciate his visit here this 
evening. I know that he has come down here 
at some considerable personal inconvenience to 
himself, despite the manifold duties placed upon 
him as a Cabinet Minister at present, and I can 
assure him also, whilst we appreciate his visit, 
we regard it as an inspiration and an encourage- 
ment to us for the future. (Applause. ) 


“THE LADIES ” 


Professor T., DALLING proposed the toast of 
“The Ladies.” He said: In past times I have 
had the opportunity of visiting many veterinary 
surgeons’ homes and of getting to know their 
ladies well, and I have formed the opinion, and 
I know I am right, that there is no group of 
people in the whole world among whom the 
ladies are so important as veterinary surgeons. 
(Applause.) I cannot realise what a veterinary 
surgeon would do without his lady. We have 
heard to-night of schemes in connection with 
the control of diseases of animals and, ladies, 
I think I can on your behalf assure the Minister 
of Agriculture and Fisheries that you will play 
your part in encouraging the veterinary sur- 
geons tuo play their part. We have of late 
introduced ladies into our profession and I am 
wondering how many years will pass before, 
instead of a mere man like myself proposing a 
toast of the ladies, it will be a lady who will 
stand up here and propose the toast of the 
gentlemen. (Laughter.) 


“OUR GUESTS ” 


The next toast was that of “Our Guests,” 
which was submitted by Professor J. B. Buxton, 
who said: It has been a unique experience in 
the history of this Association to have the 
Minister of Agriculture among us and to do as 
he has done, to lift a corner of that impene- 
trable veil which, until just now, had 
enshrouded the proposals of the Ministry. I 
think we may say we have always been exceed- 
ingly fortunate in the guests who have honoured 
us by their presence and I think we may take 
it as some indication of the many ramifications 
of yeterinary science. It is therefore not to b> 
wondered at that on this momentous occasion 
we should see represented here those who are 


keenly interested, not only in national govern- . 


ment but in local government, and who, in their 
several parts, have done so much to help in the 
control of animal diseases in this country. It is 
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quite unnecessary for me to refer to the interest 
in the control of animal diseases which has been 
taken by Lord Malmesbury. He is the Chair- 
man of the Hants County Council and, I believe, 
was Chairman of the County Councils’ Associa- 
tion. But quite apart from his official posts he 
is one of those enlightened landowners who 
have done so much in the past to assist in the 
control of animal disease. Viscount Lymington 
is also well known in that respect. He is the 
Member for the Basingstoke Division and is also 
a member of the Milk Marketing Board. Mr. 
Craven-Ellis, the Member for Southampton, is 
also a keen supporter of agricultural progress. 
He is also a practical farmer. It is interesting 
to note that we have with us representatives of 
the Ministry of Health, the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, some from our Dominions 
and even the law, but my list would not be 
complete were I not to mention Miss Olga 
Nethersole. Nearly everyone knows the remark- 
able work and the wonderful enthusiasm that 
she has displayed in connection with her pro- 
gramme for assisting the Department of Public 
Health and the work done by her and her staff 
in promoting the study of disease control in 
farm animals. (Applause.) Quite recently the 
trend of thought has been in the direction of 
disease control on a large scale and I would 
like to assure those who are interested in this 
problem that the veterinary profession has 
taken particular steps to provide adequate 
opportunities and facilities for schemes that 
may be put in hand in the near future. Elever 
years ago the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons reviewed the whole _ educational 
problem of veterinary training in this country. 
It remodelled its scheme of teaching and to-day 
we are just beginning to see the fruit of that 
remodelling, and without any boasting, I am 
going to claim that the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons has provided a_ veterinary 
service which is second to none in the world. 
(Applause.) Reference has been made to the 
trend of thought to-day in the direction of 
preventive medicine and that includes, more 
particularly, the general praetitioner. I believe 
that is the trend which is going to be of import- 
ance’in the future. Reference has also been 
made to the necessity for post-graduate study. 
Post-graduate study is carried out at enormous 
financial loss to those institutions that have 
undertaken it. The Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons is starting a diploma for post-gradu- 
ates in veterinary medicine in October next, 
with the full knowledge that it is going to cost 
a considerable amount of money, but it is doing 
this because it is an essential part of the 
training of that character. 

The Eart or MALMEssBurRY was the first to 
respond. He said: We are all delighted to have 
the Minister of Agriculture here to-night. We 
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feel the importance of this occasion might have 
been lacking had we not had some utterance 
from the head of our great industry. It was 
interesting to hear the speech from the Minister 
because, representing as I do a local authority 
which has had something to say on the milk 
question in recent times, I am glad to hear that 
the Ministry is embarking on a settled policy. 
One of the great difficulties of all local authori- 
ties is that they do not know whether the 
policy of to-day is going to be the policy of 
(o-morrow. 

The speaker went on to refer to the publicity 
given to the encouragement of milk drinking 
and mentioned the presence of Dr. Watson 
Smith, of Bournemouth, who was_ recently 
President of the British Medical Association. 
* T want to tell him,” he said, “ with some fear 
and apprehension that before many years this 
Veterinary Medical Association is going to be 
a serious rival to the British Medical Associa- 
tion.” (Hear, hear.) Reverting again to the 
milk question he expressed the hope that the 
new veterinary service which was shortly to be 
inaugurated would live on happy, peaceful and 
sympathetic terms with those who produced the 
milk. In conclusion, he referred to the appoint- 
ment in some counties of veterinary officers and 
said that in these days it was not always easy 
to find an adequate supply of candidates to fill 
the required posts. 

Viscount LYMINGTON, M.P., who also responded 
to the toast, said: Those of us who are laymen 
are none the less deeply interested in the land 
and in the health of cattle and people, but 
we are sorry that the new Veterinary College 
has been established on the edge of a 
town. As one of your colleagues said to me, 
it will be extremely useful but it won’t teach 
them about land. It seems to me in your 
profession you have got to get away from what 
I may describe as the Ministry of Health out- 
look, which is the setting up of a god in its 
own image, namely, the microbe. Why is it that 
we are continually finding new diseases of 
animals and crops and why is it that old 
diseases are assuming proportions hitherto un- 
looked for? When the Minister spoke so wisely 
about the necessity of private practitioners as 
well as a Government Department in the veter- 
inary world it was at the back of my mind that 
it is only by the widest practice that we shall 
come to knowledge and wisdom about the evils 
that affect crops, animals and human beings. 
I hope and trust that out of that sum which 
has been set aside for research at: least a 
modicum will be set aside for research into the 
causes of life and not into the reasons for avoid- 
ing death. I ask the Minister to remember that 
the study of the reasons of life, not of the 
reasons of death, is necessary for the medical 
and yeterinary professions and all others to-day. 
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A third response to the toast was made by 
Mr. W. CRAVEN-ELLIS, M.P., who said: While I 
have been sitting here surrounded by veterinary 
surgeons I have been thinking of what you 
might have been thinking. I know there was a 
good deal of doubt in your minds as to what 
your future was going to be and I think you 
will appreciate the intimation given to-night by 
the Minister of Agriculture. (Applause.) 
Wherever there is an element of uncertainty 
there can never be that state of efficiency 
referred to by your President to-night. Nothing 
can succeed without efficiency and I feel myself 
that your profession in the past has rendered a 
very great service under very difficult circum- 
stances. But here you have what I may term 
a new order. You are lifted into an entirely 
new atmosphere under a new régime. I believe 
that you, as a profession, having played your 
part so well under great difficulties and handi- 
caps in the past, will not lose the opportunity 
which is now presented to your profession. 
There is a great responsibility resting upon you. 
The Government of the day has turned to your 
profession for help in eradicating diseases in 
animals, and the trouble does not end there. 
Diseases in animals are largely responsible for 
many of the diseases in human beings and that 
is my reason for saying that a very great 
responsibility rests upon you. Your profession 
is not overcrowded and I can see opportunities 
for many young men within your profession. 
We have very great confidence in the Minister 
of Agriculture in his efforts to deal with the 
agricultural industry, which is such a wide 
avenue for you gentlemen to earn your living 
in. We have confidence that, under his leader- 
ship, the foundations will be laid for a pros- 
perous agricultural industry which will mean 
a great deal to you. When you consider that 
to-day we have only 6,000,000 cattle in this 
country compared with 10,000,000 cattle 50 
years ago, when the population was only about 
half what it is to-dayy it shows what a very 
wide scope there is in the agricultural industry. 
But many Ministers of Agriculture have 
struggled with a very difficult situation and 
they have not been very successful. But in 
Mr. Morrison I believe we have the right man. 
(Applause.) In him we have a man of imagina- 
tion and understanding and a man of courage 
who, when he is satisfied with a policy which 
will be in the interests of the industry, has the 
courage to proceed with it. A new partnership 
between your profession and the State is, in 
effect, a revolution within your profession. 
I believe it is a partnership that will be success- 
ful. My own view is that it is a partnership 
that is essential and, if you gentlemen will pull 
your weight—and I believe you will—and will 
give the fullest co- paperanian acd the Minister of 
Acrieu'ture and funtsr Minister and staff in 
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Whitehall, you will make a success of this new 
partnership, not only for yourselves, but for 
the Minister, and the Government and the 
people of this country, to whom it means so 
much. Therefore, I wish you and your profes- 
sion and your Association every success in this 
new order. (Applause. ) 


HEALTH OF THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. DoyaLtp CAMPBELL (President-elect), who 
was greeted with loud applause, gave the toast 
of “The Chairman.” He_= said: Captain 
Simpson’s record is briefly set out in the Con- 
gress Handbook so I need not speak of that. 
In any event, it is not young Simpson, the 
brilliant student, of whom I wish to speak, nor 
of Captain Simpson of the distinguished War 
service and of the equally distinguished service 
in the sphere of local government—it is of 
Robert Simpson, our President and_ friend. 
(Applause.) Captain Simpson’s year of office 
has been an eventful one in the history of our 
Association. During that year the headquarters 
of the Association were transferred from the 
somewhat cramped quarters in Gray’s Inn Road 
to the commodious and imposing building in 
Gordon Square, which is much more in keeping 
with the dignity of the Association. During his 
year of office there have appeared two of the 
most important reports which this Association 
has ever issued. I refer to the report of the 
Euthanasia Committee and the report of that 
committee which is rightly put down in the 
history of the Association as the “ Free Ser- 
vices * Committee. Then, out of the blue, came 
the Government’s proposals for the eradication 
of animal diseases. What that entailed on 
Captain Simpson in worry and nervous strain 
probably only Mrs. Simpson knows. Captain 
Simpson is an officer of the full-time service, 
I am a general practitioner, but I want to say 
this, ladies and gentlemen, that sectional 
interests have never lain to the heart of our 
President. The good of a unified profession has 
always been his aim and concern. (Applause.) 
He has set a very high standard for his 
successor. He knows he has my admiration and 
regard, but all my sympathies are reserved for 
his unfortunate successor, who has to follow 
in his stead. It is very fitting that his year of 
office should have culminated in this magnificent 
Congress, made all the more notable by the 
presence to-night of the Minister of Agriculture. 
(Applause.) In that respect I wonder whether 
I might make a very humble suggestion and 
that is, that this Association has now reached 
the stage of importance and influence when 
attendance at their annual Congress might be 
regarded as a regular appointment for the 
Minister—(hear, hear)—one of his routine 
engagements. Just as every year the Prime 
Minister of the day attends the Lord Mayor’s 
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banquet at the Guildhall to outline the policy 
of the Government, so might the Minister of 
Agriculture attend our annual banquet and 
survey the activities of the Ministry in so far 
as the diseases of animals are concerned. With 
all deference I put that forward for the con- 
sideration of Mr. Morrison. (Hear, hear.) 

With all that I have said about our President 
I wish to associate the name of that very 
gracious lady, Mrs. Simpson. (Applause.) 
Captain Simpson, I am sure, would readily 
agree that he could not have done his job 
nearly so well as he has done without her hel) 
and encouragement and inspiration. Ladies and 
gentlemen, will you pledge with me Captain 
and Mrs. Simpson, their health, happiness and 
long life. (Applause.) 

In reply, the PREsIDENT said: On such an 
occasion as this and at such a gathering it is a 
little difficult for me to find words adequate for 
the occasion to thank you sufficiently for the 
very kind way in which you have received this 
toast. I am afraid my friend, Mr. Campbell, 
has been all too considerate and far too flatter- 
ing, but in one direction at least I can join 
with him, and that is in the tribute he has 
paid to my wife. (Hear, hear.) I have never 
heard whispers in my house about golfer’s 
widows, but I have heard another type of widow 
described this year, and that is a President's 
widow. I must confess that I have had a some- 
what strenuous year of office and I have 
imposed a considerable burden on my unfortu- 
nate wife with my comings and goings at all 
odd times of the day and night. 

I suppose every President of an Association 
like this enters upon his year of office with 
certain ambitions for the Association and I will 
confess I did have certain ambitions for this 
Association, some of which I have been privi- 
leged to see realised. Mr. Campbell has kindly 
referred to the change of the headquarters of 
our Association and the small part which I have 
played in making those arrangements. I must 
confess that when I was signing the very 
substantial cheque for the lease of the property 
a cold shiver ran down my back and for the 
moment I thought of a friend’s suggestion that 
it would be known in future as ‘ Simpson's 
folly.” (Laughter.) But thanks to the decora- 
tive art of Dr. Wooldridge and Major Kirk 
that title has now been changed to something 
else. I am delighted also that during my 
year of office we have achieved some measure 
of unity, a matter of supreme importance at 
this most important juncture in our history. 
In some other directions, perhaps, I have been 
a little disappointed. I did have in my mind 
an inerease of membership to a certain figure. 
I will not say what that figure was in case you 
may think that I place some limit on our 
membership. But, after all, I must leave some 
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ambitions to my successor and I am sure that 
where I have failed Mr. Campbell will succeed 
handsomely. In a day or two I shall be handing 
over this badge of office to my successor, and 
[ am perfectly certain you will extend to him 
the same consideration and the same _ help 
which you have given me in such generous 
measure during the last year. As to the future 
of our Association I have no fear. Hanging 
beside my mirror at home there is one of those 
little texts, perhaps my wife will tell you how 
it got there, but it is something to do with 
suecess in life, about aiming high, and about 
thinking high. I believe if the members of our 
Association aim high and think high and, above 
all, think for the future, then the future 
success of our Association is safe and secure. 
(Applause.) In thanking you again for the very 
generous way in which you have received this 
toast I can assure you that both my wife and 
[ will look back on this evening with the most 
pleasant of recollections. For me it has been a 
strenuous year, but a year full of interest and 
a year of many friendships which, we hope, 
we shall be able to retain. (Applause.) 

The banquet was followed by an entertaining 
cabaret, and dancing brought a memorable 
evening to a close. 


GOITRE IN ANIMALS AND MAN 


The Vienna correspondent, writing in the 
Lancet of July 24th, states that at a recent meet- 
ing of the Vienna Veterinary Society, Prefessor 
W. Hausmann from the Ministry of Public Health 
reported on the investigations into the incidence 
of goitre in human beings and in animals. “It 
was hoped that this might give valuable 
information about the connection between the 
two types. From the investigation, which has 
been going on for a few years, it appears that 
similar factors are responsible. A questionnaire 
reveals that in animals also the condition is 
partly endemic, partly sporadic. Apart from any 
extrinsic cause is seems that there may be an 
hereditary factor; for example, 70 per cent. of 
the offspring of one goitre-free he-goat had the 
disease, and also it is not uncommon for some 
breeds of household animals to have a remark- 
ably high incidence. The proof of this is 
naturally very difficult, since careful breeding 
and an absalately goitre-free environment are 
essential. Professor Wagner-Jauregg, who took 
part in the discussion, said that in man sporadic 
eee occur in many generations of the same 
amily, generally in the females, whilst the 
surroundings are above suspicion. In endemic 
goitre, on the other hand, heredity is not 
important. Investigations in the Tyrolese and 
Italian Alps have shown that 90 per cent. of the 
boys and 92 per cent. of the girls in the schools 
are affected, while in other districts even 98 per 
cent. of the school children had goitre. After 
introducing iodised salt for everyday use—1 mg. 
potassium iodide to every 1,000 grammes of salt 
—as advised by Wagner-Jauregg, the goitrous 
state of the population was greatly improved.” 
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EXCURSION TO S.S. BERENGARIA 
AND SOUTHAMPTON DOCKS 


Following several days of strenuous business, 
Thursday, July 29th, was set aside for purely 
social purposes, the chief feature being a ‘“‘ whole 
day ”’ excursion to Southampton Docks with 
S.S. Berengaria as the principal objective. 


A participant in this entirely successful event 
writes :— 


We were indeed fortunate that the weather 
promised to be fair for this excursion, On 
arrival at Bournemouth Central Station, three 
special coaches were found waiting for the party 
which, including many juveniles and a con- 
siderable number of ladies, numbered 110. 


On arrival at Southampton Central Station, 
we were unhitched from the London train and 
then run into the docks right alongside the 
Berengaria. To those of us who are only familiar 
with such ships as the Brighton Belle, the Juno and 
similar pleasure steamers it seemed incredible 
that such a monster could, in fact, be a ship. 
The Berengaria which is over 50,000 tons and 
one of the largest liners afloat, was taken from 
the Germans at the conclusion of the Great War. 
Our party was split up into three sections and 
guides conducted us throughout the different 
apartments, dining rooms, lounges, cabins and 
such places of interest, including the swimming 
bath, which we were informed is the largest on 
any liner afloat. Some of us were disappointed 
in that we were unable to inspect the engine 
rooms, the bridge, the wireless room and other 
places similarly intriguing to the visitor. 
Time, however, did not permit. A souvenir 
counter did a brisk trade and at 12.45 p.m. it was 
necessary to leave the ship with everyone feeling 
that they had not spent nearly sufficient time 
on it. Our own train was still waiting and it 
took us to the new Docks where lunch was 
waiting in one of the new buffets. 

Official literature states that the new South- 
ampton Docks are 1} miles long. Many of the 
party, by the time they had reached the other 
end, were certain that this is a conservative 
estimate. As we passed along the docks we 
walked through several of the large sheds and 
there saw thousands of cases of fruit from South 
Africa which had been unloaded from a very 
handsome cargo boat, the Rothesay Castle. 
Further along at anchor was the Laurentic, 
a 20,000 ton passenger ship doomed for the scrap- 
yard. It seemed almost wicked that such a 
magnificent vessel should be deemed unworthy 
of still sailing the seas, and that she must be 
reduced to scrap iron. It appears that she is no 
longer fast enough for to-day’s competition. 
At the end of the Docks there is to be found the 
“King George V ” Graving Dock, of which the 
following particulars may be given. 
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The length of this, the world’s largest graving 
dock, is 1,200 feet; width at entrance (and 
between buttresses), 135 feet; depth from cope 
to floor of dock, 59 feet; depth of water over 
keel blocks at high water neap tides, 45 feet. 

This dock, which was opened by H.M. King 
George V on July 26th, 1933, forms an important 
part of the Southern Railway Company’s Docks 
Extension Scheme at Southampton and was built 
to afford an adequate dry dock for the largest 
liners in existence and any likely to be built 
for many years to come. The dock was 
primarily built to accommodate the new 73,000- 
ton Cunard-White Star liner Queen Mary, and 
even this giant will have ample room, as the 
dock could take a vessel up to 100,000 tons 
should one ever be constructed. 

The construction of the dock involved first 
the excavation of about 2,000,000 tons of earth, 
and then the laying down of a floor 25 feet 
thick in the centre and 20 feet at the sides, on 
which walls, with buttresses 200 feet apart to 
prevent the bilge keels of vessels touching the 
actual walls, were built. This all required 
750,000 tons of concrete. 

The steel caisson, or gate of the dock, is 
138 feet long, 58 feet high and 29 feet wide, and 
weighs 1,800 tons. To allow vessels to enter 
and leave the dock the caisson slides into a 
recess at right angles to the length of the dock. 


* 


Down the centre of the floor of the dock is 
a long line of keel blocks, on which the vessel 
rests when it is dry docked. They are 4 feet 
6 inches high to allow ample space for working 
under the ship, and on either side are two lines 
of “ bilge” blocks, which support the ship in an 
upright position when the dock has been emptied 
of water, and eliminate the need for side shores. 

The dock, which is provided with two travel- 
ling cranes (one lifting 50 tons and the other 
ten tons) has a capacity of 58,000,000 gallons 
(260,000 tons) of water at high spring tides. 

After a vessel has entered the dock and the 
steel caisson has been closed, the water can be 
pumped out in under four hours by the four 
main pumps, which are of the centrifugal type, 
electrically driven. The working of the com- 
plete system of pumps and valves has been 
brought under the control of one operator in 
the motor room at a central control desk in the 
pump house. 


When the Queen Mary is in this dock there is 
only something like 80 feet difference in the 
length, and there is only 8 feet 6 inches space 
between the sides of the ship and the sides of the 
dock. In spite of this, we were assured that the 
manipulation of this vessel is comparatively 
simple and unaccompanied by incidents. On 
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the side of the dock were eight propellers which 
the Queen Mary has already worn out. These 
propellers weigh 35 tons and are made of 
manganese bronze. Each one costs £6,000. 
It would appear, therefore, that the “ spare 
parts ’’ of these giant liners are no little item. 


The pumping station was tremendously 
interesting for those acquainted with electrical 
machinery. 


A much longer time could be spent prowling 
around amongst the interesting features to be 
seen in connection with the Docks, but the 1} 
miles of concrete had again to be tackled in 
order that the tea buffet could be reached. 
Never was tea and a sit down more welcome. 
Some misguided member of the party, however, 
noticed the fuselage of an aeroplane in one of 
the sheds, and on enquiry it was found that this 
machine was destined to fly the Atlantic in the 
future. Needless to say, many of the party could 
not resist the opportunity of returning to inspect 
this machine. 

At 4.30 p.m. we left the Docks, arriving back 
in Bournemouth a very weary and footsore 
crowd, but one and all declaring the trip had 
been most interesting and very well worth 
while. 


Ladies’ Guild Dance 


It says much for the determination of the 
delegates to encourage the splendid work of 
the Ladies’ Guild on- behalf of the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund that, after many 
of them had spent a strenuous day touring 
Southampton Docks, nearly all were present at 
the Pavilion, Bournemouth, on the evening of 
Thursday, July 29th. 

The Guild Dance was such a success that it 
was the unanimous opinion of the assembly, 
numbering nearly 400, that no dance at this or 
any other N.V.M.A. Congress has exceeded it 
in point either of the size of the company 
present or the measure of enjoyment afforded : 
the hall, the floor, the music and the buffet, all 
were excellent, as were the M.C.s—Dr. Gordon, 


Mr. Gordon, Mr. Robson and Mr. Macrae, ably” 


assisted by the leader of the dance band, Mr. 
Sim Grossman. Dancing continued until a late 
hour, a number of “spot” and special dance 
prizes being awarded. As a_ result of the 
function the splendid sum of £61 14s. Od. was 
realised for the profession’s charities. 

During the evening Mrs. Nairn, last year’s 
Chairman of the Ladies’ Guild, received at the 
hands of Mrs. Rabagliati, on behalf of the 


members of the Guild, a handsome handbag, as 
a token of recognition of her admirable work, 
While Mrs. Rabagliati also had the pleasure of 
making the presentation to the wife of the 


President of a dressing table set—the gift of 
the ladies present at Congress to Mrs. Simpson. 

A further pleasing feature of a memorable 
evening was the presentation by Mrs, Nairn of 
the “Simpson” and “ Dunkin” trophies to 
those successful in the golf competitions held 
during the week in aid of the Victoria Veter- 
inary Benevolent Fund, an account of which 
appears below, 


* * + * * 


Golf Competitions 
Simpson Trophy. 

Twenty-two members took part in the. 
competition for this trophy over Ferndown Golf 
Course on the afternoon of Monday, July 26th. 
Several cards were not returned owing to 
difficulties encountered in the * rough ” heather, 
but the leading scores were excellent. Dr. 
W. S. Gordon, Edinburgh, regained the cup 
with a score of 78 less 9—69, and Mr. W. L. 
Richardson, Wadebridge, was runner up with a 
score of S82 less 11—71. 

Dunkin Trophy. 

Kight ladies played over the course in the 
morning of Monday, July 26th, for this trophy. 
Mrs. Kelly won with a net score of 80, and 
Mrs. R. Simpson gained second place with a 
net score of 81. 

As a result of the competitions a sum of 
£7 15s, 83d. was made available for the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

The cups and prizes were presented by Mrs. 
Nairn at the dance held in aid of the V.V.B.F. 
by the Ladies’ Guild on Thursday, July 29th. 


R.C.V.S. LIBRARY CATALOGUES AT 
CONGRESS 


Major Kirk, a member of the Library Com- 
mittee, R.C.V.S., informs that at 
Bournemouth he found no difliculty in disposing 
of a large number of the new catalogues issued 
by the R.C.V.S, Central Library for Animal 
Diseases. Many Members appeared to be 
unaware of the existence of such a catalogue, 
and welcomed it most heartily. Copies may be 
obtained from the Librarian at 10, Red Lion 
Square, W.C.1, price 1s, post free, 


* * * * 


At a recent meeting of the Graziers’ Association 
of New South Wales, a resolution was adopted 
urging the Federal Government of Australia to 
proclaim a reward of £10,000 to be paid to 
anyone in the world finding an effective blow-fly 
dressing. 
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Co-operation with the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries 


wn the passage of the recent Agriculture 
Act it may truly be said that the 
veterinary profession in this country has 
embarked upon a new era. <A_ nation-wide 
campaign has been launched upon the diseases 
of cattle and it can fairly be concluded that 
upon the results of this campaign the 
competence of the profession and its real value 
to the State will be judged. It is, therefore, 
imperative that the profession should realise 
from the outset that the success of the schemes 
of the Government becomes a matter of the 
utmost importance to the profession. The 
profession as a whole undoubtedly welcomes the 
plans of the Government, and although anxious 
to improve upon these plans in certain respects, 
is nevertheless insistent that the Government 
should be given every encouragement in the 


- prosecution of its new venture, 


Such wishes can be given effect in two ways. 
Virstly, the general practitioner, who is to be 
given the opportunity of playing an important 
part in the State schemes, can do much, both 
directly and indirectly, to further them. 

Secondly, full co-operation between the 
profession and the Ministry can and must be 
ussured at the top. Fortunately we are glad 
to learn that steps to this end are already far 
advanced, and that the Minister of Agriculture 
has himself requested that a small advisory 
committee of the N.V.M.A. shall work in ¢lose 
co-operation with the Ministry during the period 
of development of the Governiment’s plans. To 
this request the Council of the Association has 
readily agreed and has recently appointed such 
an advisory committee. This committee is not 
to develop new policies but will co-operate with 
the Ministry in an endeavour to bring their 
policy and that of the N.V.M.A. into as close 
agreement as possible. It will also give its 
attention to difficulties that may arise during 
the prosecution of the State schemes and 
endeavour to alleviate as far as possible any 
hardships that may arise. But above all the 
committee is one of consultation and _ co- 
operation and may be regarded with much 


satisfaction by the exponents of the Associa- 
tion’s general aim to secure results through 
co-operation wherever possible. The profession 
has already received much evidence to the 
effect that this policy of co-operation can 
achieve far more than a policy of uncom- 
promising opposition. Nevertheless a policy of 
co-operation requires vigorous prosecution. We 
trust that the arrangement now made between 
the Ministry and the Association will allow of 
this and that the Ministry will not be slow to 
seek the Association’s help as often as occasion 
demands, 


OPERATIONS Day 
(Mr. McIntosh, Mr. Herbert King, Mr, Lang). 


ALSO AT THE CORPORATION STABLES 
(Centre: Captain Barker, Colonel Rees-Mogg, 
Professor Craig and Mr. W. R. Kerr). 


Upon the wall in the entrance hall of the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa, is a 
curious little instrument which records the 
estimated population of Canada every three of 
four minutes. Coloured lights indicate the 
progress made from hour to hour in building up 
the population. They turn off and on automatic- 
ally and as they appear and disappear the 
totals accumulate. 

* * * * * 


A scheme to establish _a farm school and 
demonstration farm near Chichester at a cost of 
one | has been approved by Sussex County 
ouncil., 
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Operations and 
Demonstrations 


SUCCESS OF THE PRACTICAL 
SIDE 


In a week devoted primarily to discussion, 
the practical professional man turns with 
appreciation from the plethora of opinions 
voiced to the contributions of those who have 
something for him to see, and that representative 
of the most recent advances in operative and 
demonstrational technique. In this section we 
describe, or take the wiser course of letting those 
most concerned do so, the many features of 
a most attractive programme. This centred 
largely round the activities at the Corporation 
stables on the afternoon of Tuesday, July 27th, 
and before proceeding to detail them we 
must, on behalf of the hundreds of delegates 
who attended, express the keenest appreciation 
of the strenuous efforts put forward by Messrs. 
C. R. Golledge (Chairman of the Operating 
Sub-Committee), G. K. Fenn-Smith, G. N. 
Gould and Major J. Stewart Wood, with Pro- 
fessor Dalling, Chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee and Dr. Jordan, local Hon. Secretary, 
to make “ Operations Day ”’ the success it was 
universally pronounced to be. The literal scene 
of operations was a large Dutch barn, readily 
accommodating two _ theatres, respectively 
devoted to large and small animal subjects. 
The arrangements as regards the provision of 
facilities for the surgeons were of that excellence 
most accurately described as being of the 
“‘clock-work ” type—no factor occasioning delay, 
no lack of any essential accessory to the task 
in hand. Those for the spectators were equally 
well thought out and, in consequence, were 
entirely satisfactory as regards that  all- 
important requirement—ability to see what 
was in progress. The surgical dexterity and 
skill displayed was much admired and a strenu- 
ous afternoon’s work left every onlooker under a 
sense of indebtedness to those who had carried 
through so informative a series of operations. 


Operation for the Relief of “ Roaring,” 
under Chloral 


(By T. N. GOLD, M.R.c.v.s., REDDITCH) 


The animal was given 2 oz. chloral hydrate 
in one gallon of warm water via stomach tube; 
the skin and underlying structures over the area 
of the crico-thyroid membrane were injected 
with 24 per cent. sol. cocaine and a depilatory 
applied over the area of the operation. 

The animal was led out on to the bed and 
ten minutes allowed to elapse before being cast 
(unfortunately in this case the horse had been 


fed in the morning, which did not improve the 
action of the chloral). When cast the animal 
was pulled up on the middle of its back, the 
depilatory washed off, sterile cloths applied and 
an incision made through skin, splitting the 
muscles down to the crico-thyroid ligament. This 
was incised from behind forwards towards the 
body of the thyroid cartilage. A dilator was 
now placed in the wound and held in position 
by an assistant, 

The mucous membrane of the ventricle was 
grasped by means of a pair of Hobday forceps 
and an incision made along its mesial border 
between the mucous membrane and the outer 
surface of the free edge of the arytenoid 
cartilage. The mucous membrane was now 
removed by blunt dissection with the index 
finger of the left hand (on the right side first) 
in a downward direction and then backwards 
and outwards until the whole of the mucous 
membrane of the ventricle was covering the end 
of the finger; the mucous membrane was now 
grasped by forceps and severed from its outer 
attachment by the scalpel. The procedure was 
repeated on the left side. A sterile cloth was 
now placed over the wound and the animal 
allowed to get up. No swabbing was carried 
out because there was little or no haemorrhage 
and the operator makes it a rule to do only 
such swabbing as is absolutely necessary. 

It is claimed that this method of anaesthesia 
is preferable to chloroform for several reasons: 

(1) There is no risk of pneumonia. 

(2) It is easier to cast the animal, with 
consequent absence of risk of injuries in casting. 

(3) When cast everything is ready for opera- 
tion, the animal being down in the minimum of 
time, 

(4) The anaesthesia is better than with 
chloroform, 


Teat Operations 
(By G. N. GOULD, m.n.c.v.s., SOUTHAMPTON) 


“ Harp Mitkers.” Thé cause of this condition 
is stenosis of the sphincter of the teat duct, 
and the best time to operate for its relief is 
when the animal is in full milk, preferably 
soon after calving. It should be remembered 
that many cows, particularly those with large 
teats, become harder to milk as they become 
“stale,” and if operated on at such a time they 
invariably “leak” their milk at the next 
lactation, 

The operation is conducted with the udder 
full, care being taken to ensure that mastitis 
does not exist. 

A McClean’s knife is used and _ inserted 
through the sphincter, the teat being held 
straight, compressing its base to keep it full of 
milk. The knife is withdrawn through the same 
incision and milking attempted, If the flow 
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is free enough no further incision is made. If 
not, the knife is reinserted through the same 
incision, turned through an angle of 45 degrees 
and withdrawn. If necessary a further inser- 
tion can be made. Following the operation, the 
teat should milk a little freer than normal. 
There is always a tendency for the flow to be 
less free following healing. 

After-treatment consists of the use of anti- 
septic bougies between milkings, entozon 
ointment being used as the lubricant and a 
small bandage or teat cap applied with a 
dressing of entozon ointment for about three 
days. 

OcCLUSION—PARTIAL OR COMPLETE—OF THE 
Mi_tk Duct. Complete occlusion of the milk 
duct is not unusual in heifers, the cause being 
a membrane acting as a diaphragm usually 
about half or three-quarters the way up the 
teat. Similar complete or partial occlusion is 
met with in cows due to “ peas” in the teat, 
stenosis of the teat duct due to thickening and 
au membranous attachment between the thicken- 
ing and the opposite wall of the teat duct, or 
simply from a membranous attachment, In my 
experience, so-called “peas” in the teats are 
small thickenings with a membranous attach- 
ment to the wall of the teat duct. 

The surgical treatment of these conditions is 
carried out when the animal is in full milk, 
directly the condition is discovered after 
parturition. Hudson’s teat instruments are 
employed. The obstruction is located by palpa- 
tion, the teat having been thoroughly cleansed. 
If necessary, the director included in the 
instruments is passed through the sphincter and 
is used to puncture the membrane or “ pea.” 
The smaller corkscrew is then inserted through 
the sphincter and, once through, is guided up 
the teat by the fingers on the outside, to the 
site of obstruction. The point of the corkscrew 
is applied to the punctured membrane, pea, 
thickening or stenosed part of the teat duct 
and screwed through it to about half the extent 
of its thread, the screwing being guided by the 
fingers on the outside of the teat. The teat is 
then held firmly below, over the straight shaft 
of the instrument and the membrane or other 
cause of the occlusion broken down or widened 
by a sharp push upwards towards the galacto- 
phorous sinus, following which the screw is 
removed and milking attempted. If insufficient 
to allow free milking, the larger-sized instru- 
ment is inserted and the process repeated. 

After-treatment consists in keeping the teat 
bathed in tepid water and massaging in entozon 
ointment three or four times daily. The teat is 
milked either from below the site of operation 
or from its base, as far as possible (or where 
possible, by machine) four times daily, to avoid 
undue manipulation at the site of the operation. 
Usually swelling lessens very considerably in 
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three to four days and milking is reduced tuo 
twice daily. 

The advantage of this technique is that, in 
my experience, results followed the 
technique advised of passing the corkscrew 
instrument through the obstruction and pulling 
downwards to break it down or remove it. The 
invariable results were thickening of the teat 
below the obstruction, due apparently to the 
lining of the teat duct being stripped down to 
the sphincter, with the result that thickening 
or occlusion occurred in that part below the 
site of operation, making milking difficult or 
impossible and not infrequently being followed 
by mastitis in consequence. With the technique 
described there is no risk of stripping the duct 
downward and if any stripping does occur 
higher up the teat the results are not trouble- 
some, 


Amputation of the Bovine Digit 
(By G. N. GOULD, M.R.C.v.s., SOUTHAMPTON) 


The operation is conducted under a general 
anaesthetic, or with a nerve block over. the 
plantar nerve following the administration of 
chloral hydrate and casting, or in the case of a 
hind limb, under epidural anaesthesia. 

The indications for this operation are: 
necrosis of bone tissue, septic arthritis or any 
condition affecting the digit causing constant 
painful lameness, giving very slow or ho 
response to treatment. 

The animal is cast with the affected digit 
uppermost. The foot is thoroughly washed ana 
cleansed. The horn of the hoof is rasped for 
one to two inches below the coronary band until 
it yields to pressure. <A tourniquet is applied 
just below the knee, 

The terminal part of the digit is removed 
completely by sawing through it from the out- 
side about half an inch below the coronary 
band, directing the saw _ slightly obliquely 
towards the sole to ensure that it does not cut 
through the coronary band on the medial sur- 
face. If the horn is rasped quite thin this is 
accomplished without difficulty. 

A sealpel with a straight cutting edge is then 
applied beneath the coronary band and the 
second phalanx and the tendons encircled to a 
point just above the pastern joint. The 
“sleeve” of skin and coronary band thus 
formed can be retracted sufficiently to allow 
the second phalanx and tendons to be cut 
through with the saw just below the pastern 
joint. The skin is then sutured either by 
interrupted sutures running through the skin 
and over the coronary band or by a continued 
suture running through the skin above the 
coronary band. <A_ strong sharp needle and 
forceps are required for this purpose. The 
wound is dressed with B.I.P.P, and cotton wool 
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EFFICIENCY WITH SAFETY 


Dear Sirs, 

R I will quote one case in particular where its use proved 
valuable. I was called to an Ayrshire Cow which was suffering from complete 
eversion of the uterus, and when I arrived I found the entire organ lying in 
the dung channel and covered with faeces and filth. I used VERPINE in 
dilute solution for primary cleansing, then in strong solution before replacement, 
and employing it in full strength for my hands and arms. 

The cow has made a complete recovery. 


Yours faithfully, 
M.R.C.V.S. 


The above is one of the many interesting clinical reports made on Verpine. 


and, SERMICIDE 


Sample and full information gladly sent upon request. 


C. G. FOX & COMPANY, LTD. ° 61, ST. MARY AXE, , LONDON, E.C.3. 


Dog and Cat Eleetrocution Cabinets 


use on alternating currents of commercial 
. ‘ a) frequencies at voltages up to 250; or on direct 
current by the addition of a rotary converter 


DOG CABINET - £65 
CAT CABINET - £35 


A number of Tests were carried out with these Cabinets at 
various places by the Special Committee appointed by the 
N.V.M.A. to study the subject of small animal euthanasia, and 
the following is an extract from their report :— 

“Of the methods employed by animal welfare bodies for the destruction of large numbers 
of unwanted animals as witnessed by the committee that of the electrical chamber is by far 
the best and is strongly recommended.” 


Among the users of this apparatus are :— 
The Dogs’ Homes, Battersea, Bow and Glasgow; National Canine Defence League ; 


R.S.P.C.A.; Our Dumb Friends League; the Corporations of Derby, Nottingham, etc., etc. 


Patentees and Manufacturers ; 


General Eleetrieal Construction and 


Maintenance. Limited 
35, CANNON STREET LONDON, E.C.4 


Phone - CITY 2749 


Ih 
he 
W 
1e 
it 
le 
r 
d 
e 
hes 
. 
sath. 
| 
t 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


August 21st, 1937. 


For BLOOD STOCK 
and FARM STOCK 


BLOOD FIBRINOGEN and SPECIAL 
FEEDING BONE MEAI. supply the 
complete range of ESSENTIAL AMINO- 
ACIDS for nutrition. ° 


BLOOD FIBRINOGEN with its protein 
content of 78% contains the highest known 
percentage of Tryptophane, Lysine and 
Cystine. FEEDING BONE MEAL with 
29% protein derived from the bone marrow 
and high content of essential minerals in 
natural balance. 


These products are from sheep exclusively, 
special process ensuring that the natural 
proteins are not denatured. Complete 
Metabolism results on request from the 
sole makers. 


W. & J. DUNLOP, Limited, 
18, Bank Street, DUMFRIES. 


Sold in 7 1b. tins with measures or in $ cwt. or 
1 cwt. bags. 


PROCESS PATENTED. 


VETERINARY 
MEDICINE 


Established (1905). 


EDITED BY 
D.M.CAMPBELL,D.v.s.; A.T.KINSLEY,D.V.S. 


A Magazine for those interested in the 
practice of Veterinary Medicine. 


Contains standard articles and authoritative discus- 
sions on a wide variety of subjects of interest to 
Veterinarians. 


Subscription Price, $5.00 a year, post free. 
Specimen copy free on reqvest. 


PUBLISHED BY 
Veterinary Magazine Corporation 
7634, Crandon Avenue, 
Chicago, U.S.A. 


MECHANICAL STUNNING 
of ANIMALS for SLAUGHTER 


The 
“CASH” 
Captive Bolt Pistol 


Overcomes all competition in its instantaneous 
production of anzsthesia, its economy and 
simplicity of oneration and its portability. 
Recommended and used by the R.S.P.C.A. 


Full particulars can be obtained from the 
sole manufacturers 


ACCLES & SHELVOKE, LTD. 


ASTON, BIRMINGHAM 


—pDISTEMPERS 


If you are interested in prophylaxis and 
treatment send for literature describing 


WELLCOME’ 
Canine Distemper 
Products 


/ssued to Veterinary Surgeons only 


Prepared at: 
THE WELLCOME PHYSIOLOGICAL RESEARCH LABORATORIES 


Supplied by: 
BURROUGHS WELLCOME Co, 
SNOW HILL BUILDINGS, LONDON, €E.C.1 


Vv 253=> Copyright ——| 
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INTENDING ADVERTISERS 
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and bandage applied, being redressed = at 
intervals of three to four days or as proved 
unecessary. Healing is usually complete within 
14 days. 

If disarticulation of the pastern joint is 
desired, this can be carried out by making a 
lateral vertical incision about one inch long 
through the skin of the pastern immediately 
over the joint. The scalpel can then be applied 
to the joint and disarticulation completed. ‘lhe 
wound in the skin is later sutured. 

Advantages of this method of operation are: 

The rapidity of the operative technique— 
disarticulation of the pedal joint, which is 
difficult, being avoided, and the severing of the 
tendons, which, in my _ experience, have 
frequently undergone considerable calcification 
for about one to two inches at the point of 
insertion, being completed by the use of the saw. 

The coronary band is preserved and the horny 
growth resulting provides considerable protec- 
tion for the stump. 

Haemorrhage is easily controlled by the 
sutures ; no ligation is necessary. 


Metheds of Dealing with Stub Toes 
in Greyhounds 


(By A. H. F. ROBB, M.R.c.v.s., GLASGOW) 


Mr. Robb writes: I felt, before going to 
Bournemouth, that the above title, suggested by 
the local committee, might be rather a mis- 
nomer, and when I saw the cases produced, 
this was confirmed, ‘because while poulticing 
and firing and blistering, accompanied by a very 
lengthy period of rest, may be sufficient in mild 
cases, they will be of little benefit in cases of 
old standing, 

The two cases which were kindly produced 
by Mr. Gould, of Southampton, were very 
typical cases of old standing, and amputation 
Was, in my opinion, the necessary treatment. 

In the first case the second phalangeal joint 
was affected. Procaine was injected from this 
point downwards until complete anaesthesia of 
the toe was affected. A rubber tourniquet was 
applied above the carpus. An inverted V-shaped 
incision was now made on the anterior surface, 
with its apex at the centre of the second joint, 
and widening to the width of the nail at its 
base. The scalpel was then passed down the 
sides of the second and first phalanges, below 
the latter, and up behind the former. Disarticu- 
lation was now made at the second joint. The 
cavity left was flushed out with acriflavine 
1: 1,000 in liquid paraffin, and the wound closed 
with interrupted silk sutures. Wool and a 
bandage were applied, the foot finally being 
covered with an “ Elastoplast ”’ bandage. The 
wound to be redressed in 48 hours, 
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In the second case both the second and third 
phalangeal joints were affected, and as this was 
an outside toe, I amputated it at the metacarpo- 
phalangeal joint, removing the pad, Local 
anaesthesia was again used. 

In this case the incision was made on the 
lateral aspect of the toe, from the centre of 
the third joint, across the front of the toe, and 
downwards until it completely split the web; 
another incision was ade from the same point, 
passing below the toe and downwards until the 
two incisions met at the web. The third 
phalanx was now dissected clear on its inner 
surface and disarticulated at the metacarpo- 
phalangeal joint. The wound was swabbed out, 
closed and bandaged as in the first case. 

I would like to record my thanks to the Misses 
Mitchell and Sommerville, and Mr. W. A. 
Milligan, for their most helpful assistance dur- 
ing the operations, 


The Immobilisation by Wiring of a Luxated 
Interphalangeal Joint in a Greyhound 


By C. FORMSTON, m.R.c.v.s. (DEPARTMENT OF 
SURGERY, ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE), 
assisted by 
C. W. OTTAWAY, M.R.C.vV.s, (DEPARTMENT OF 
ANATOMY, ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE) 


The subject of this demonstration was a 
greyhound bitch with luxation of the second 
interphalangeal joint, outer middle toe, left hind 
foot, due to rupture of the lateral ligaments, 

Anaesthesia.—To avoid obscuring the view of 
onlookers more than necessary by employing 
a local anaesthetic and manual assistance, it 
was decided to use intravenous nembutal. This 
was done according to the technique advocated 
by Wright.7 

Instruments.—Ten c¢.c. record syringe with 
excentric nozzle, Intravenous needles 0°6 mim. 
x13 mm. Bone drill with a No, 20 Imperial 
standard wire gauge drill. Wire cutting forceps, 
Spencer Wells artery forceps, straight triangu- 
lar No, 13 suture needles, silkworm’ gut 
(medium), scalpel, scissors, dressing forceps and 
sterile cloths, 

OPERATION.—The technique adopted was that 
used by McCunn.* The toe ahd foot being 
suitably prepared, a longitudinal incision one- 
and-a-half inches in length was made on both 
sides of the toe to expose the ends of the 
luxated phalanges (see Fig. 1 overleaf). 


Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., have 
recently established in Berkshire a new research 
station which is to be devoted entirely to the 
study of the nutrition and diseases of partridges. 
Special attention will be given to find a means 
of reducing the high rate of mortality recently 
experienced among this class of game. 
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Fic. 1.—Digit showing site of incision and drill 
holes. 


Approximately a quarter of an inch from the 
joint on either side, fascia over the site of the 
drill holes was removed with the point of the 
scalpel to facilitate the entry of the drill and to 
avoid boring through the epiphyses of the bones. 
The holes having been drilled at right angles 
to the long axis of the bones, the wire was 
introduced and the free ends gripped by means 
of forceps (Fig. 2). 


Fic. 2.—Section of first and second phalanges 
showing wire in position and method of twisting 
wire. 


It is essential that equal twist be given to 
both wires, for if both ends are gripped together 
it is more than likely that one wire will twist 
around the other and when this happens the 
wire invariably snaps when tightening. 

Excess wire was clipped off and the remaining 
twisted ends flattened on to the bones. The 
skin wounds were closed with interrupted 
sutures of silkworm gut, engaging fascia to bury 
the wire. 

REFERENCES 


+Wricut, J. G., and Oyier, M. Vet. Rec. 
Dec. 8th, 1934. 14. 49. pp. 1463-1471. 

*McCunn, J., and Formston, C. Knocked up 
Toe in Racing Greyhounds, Vet. J. March, 1931. 
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The Correction of Entropion by the 
Intrapalpebral Injection of Sterile Liquid 
Paraffin 


By C. FORMSTON, M.R.c.v.s., (DEPARTMENT OF 
SURGERY, ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE), 
assisted by 
C. W. OTTAWAY, M.R.c.Vv.s., (DEPARTMENT OF 
ANATOMY, ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE) 


This demonstration was based on the injec- 
tion of a heavy oil for the same purpose by 
Frick.* 

The subject was an adult chow with inturning 
of both lids of one eye extending from the 
temporal canthus half-way towards the nasal 
canthus, 

Anaesthesia consisted of nembutal adminis- 
tered intravenously. Local anaesthesia inter- 
feres with the site of injection. Morphine 
sulphate has been used by myself with com- 
plete success in fractious animals, and I have 
records of cases where the injections were made 
without the aid of narcotics or anaesthestics, 
and appeared to cause no inconvenience to the 
animals, 

No hair was removed, but the site was care- 
fully cleaned with surgical spirit. The injec- 
tion was made using a record syringe with 
excentric nozzle and a No. 17x 4 in. needle. 

The technique of the injection is similar to 
that employed when inducing local anaesthesia 
for the radical operation, the skin of the eye- 
lids being tensed with the fingers of one hand 
whilst the other hand manipulates the syringe. 
The needle is introduced parallel to the edge 
of the lid and the injection made slowly as the 
needle is withdrawn. The distance from the 
edge of the lid and the quantity of liquid 
paraffin injected varies with the size of the 
animal and the degree of entropion. 

It is usually necessary to make three injec- 
tions, one in each eyelid and one at the outer 
canthus (Fig. 1). 


Fic. 1.—Dog’s eye, showing sites of injection. 


(a) Site of injection in lower eyelid; 
(b) Site of injection at outer canthus; 
(c) Site of injection in upper eyelid. 
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In the case of the chow used for the 
demonstration the distance from the edge of the 
lid was approximately 2in. and to correct the 
deformity it was found necessary to introduce 
into the upper lid 15 minims, the lower lid 
12 minims, and at the outer canthus 7 minims. 
Care was taken whilst making the injection 
to see that the point of the needle did not 
penetrate the Tarsus (see Figs. 2 and 38). 


Fia, 2.—Vertical median section of eye before 
injection, showing the inturning of upper and 
lower eyelids. 


(a) Orbicularis oculi muscle; 
(b) Tarsus; 
(c) Cornea. 
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Fic. 3.—As Fig. 2, but after injection. 


(a) Swelling at site of injection. The eyelid has 
assumed its normal relationships to the cornea. 


Should the Tarsus be penetrated the injection 
causes ballooning of the palpebral conjunctiva 
and although this causes no untoward sequelae, 
the ultimate result is difficult to assess and 
further injection treatment may be necessary. 

The potentialities of this method of treating 
entropion over the radical operation are easily 
recognised. It does not necessarily mean that 
removal of tissue can be avoided in all cases. 

At a later date I hope, in a contribution to 
this journal, to give records of cases so treated 
together with results and conclusions, © 


REFERENCE 
“Frick, E. J. (1936.) A Method of Treating 
— J. Am, Vet. Med. Assoc. 89. 2. 212-213. 
(Fig. 1). 


Thanks are due to Messrs. Arnold and Sons 
for loan of instruments and kind assistance, 


Spinal (Epidural) Anaesthesia in the Dog 


(By ProFessor T. G. BROWNE, M.R.C.V.S., 
VETERINARY COLLEGE OF IRELAND, DUBLIN) 


In giving this demonstration Professor 
Browne described the anatomy of the site of the 
injection and illustrated his remarks by 
exhibiting specimens of the skeleton of the 
lumbar region of the dog. He emphasised that 
there is no danger of injuring the spinal cord 
in making the injection into the vertebral canal 
since the cord ends a short distance in front 
of the site of insertion of the needle. The 
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injection is made at the lumbo-sacral space, 
which is located by manipulating the most 
prominent points of the ilia opposite which the 
spine of the last lumbar vertebra can be found ; 
immediately behind this spine is a depression 
indicating the space sought for. This is the 
most posterior of the depressions which can be 
recognised between the vertebral spines in this 
region and it should be emphasised that this 
depression is frequently less distinct than that 
immediately in front of it (between the sixth 
and seventh lumbar spines). It is also well to 
remember that the last lumbar spine (seventh) 
is frequently a little less prominent than the 
preceding spines. In fat animals the location of 
the site of injection is difticult since the spines 
cannot be easily manipulated, but even in these 
cases, after some experience, the site can be 
made out by manipulating the ilia. 

While inserting the needle it is advisable to 
have the animal held by an assistant on the 
right side on a table with the back arched. 
The last lumbar spine is located and pressed 
upon with the index finger of the left hand in 
order to prevent the skin at the site from 
altering its position. The needle is then inserted 
behind this spine perpendicular to the surface 
of the body near the middle of the space already 
mentioned, care being taken to maintain its 
direction in the median plane. When the 
needle has passed to a depth of nearly one 
inch it will be found to drop into the vertebral 
canal or to abut against the arch of the 
vertebra. In the latter event it should be 
withdrawn a short distance and its direction 
altered, and then reinserted, ‘This is repeated 
until the opening into the canal is found, when 
the sensation of the needle entering a cavity 
will be’ distinctly felt. Should an error occur 
and the injection be made around the vertebrae 
instead of into the canal no harm accrues and 
another attempt to enter the canal may be 
made immediately it is discovered that the 
injection has not been successful, as can be 
ascertained within a few minutes by the lack 
of flaccidity of the tail. If ‘“ Parsetic” be used 
there is practically no danger of toxic effects 
ensuing. In the case of fat animals where the 
location of the site of injection is difficult, the 
necessity of making more than one attempt is 
not infrequent. Even when the needle has not 
entered the canal very little resistance is offered 
to the piston of the syringe since the muscles 
around the vertebrae are comparatively loose. 
There is little or no pain in inserting the needle 
provided a small quantity of the anaesthetic 
be injected into the tissues at the site a few 
minutes beforehand. 

Any ordinary local anaesthetic may be used, 
but the demonstrator prefers “ Parsetic ” since 
it is comparatively cheap-and is practically 
non-toxic for the dog. The dose is relatively 


large as compared with that for the ox or horse. 
where it is not desirable to paralyse the hind 
limbs. As much as 10 to 12 cc. may be 
injected in large dogs, but 4 to 8 c.c. will suffice 
for average-sized animals. The effects set in 
within about ten minutes after the injection, 
and they persist at their maximum for about 
half an hour; then they pass off and the anima! 
has usually recovered completely at the end of 
an hour. The body becomes anaesthetised 
almost as far forward as the shoulders. 

This method of anaesthesia may be used for 
any operation on the posterior quarter of the 
body, but its most useful function consists in 
its ability to facilitate abdominal palpation by 
causing perfect flaccidity of the abdominal 
muscles so that most of the abdominal organs 
can be palpated with the utmost ease. 

As compared with nembutal or any other 
general anaesthetic it is safe, simple to carry 
out by a practitioner working single handed 
(except in fat animals) and the animal usually 
recovers completely within an hour. The 
animal used for this demonstration was a grey- 
hound. About 10 ¢.c. ‘* Parsetic ’’ were injected. 
Within ten minutes the hind limbs were para- 
lysed and insensible to pain and the abdominal 
wall was rendered completely fiacecid. 


Caponising 
(By W. P. BLOUNT, F.Rn.c.v.s., LEWES) 


The demonstration on caponising was very 
well attended. The first two birds were used 
solely to demonstrate those points of practical 
value in caponising, namely, the situation of the 
superficial blood vessels and nerves, the site 
for the incision, and the position of the 
abdominal air sacs. Many veterinary surgeons 
make their incision between the last two ribs, 
but the demonstrator preferred a site between 
the second and third last ribs, since this gives 
more direct access to the testicles. 

Not all who caponise chicks realise the situa- 
tion and extent of the internal membranes, 2... 
the air sacs; especially is it not known that 
the testicles themselves are intimately covered 
by an air sac. The difficulty in attempting to 
remove both testicles from the one incision was 
also shown. It was pointed out that the instru- 
ments at present supplied by manufacturers are 
both crude and clumsy and it would help 
considerably if new instruments were thought 
out, by the exercise of a little ingenuity on the 
part of anyone interested in this operation. 

Adequate starvation (36-48 hours) is an 
essential for the success of the operation, in that 
the intestines then lie much more clear of the 
parts concerned. Approximately, 30 per cent. 
of commercially caponised cockerels show 
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regeneration of testicular tissue, but such birds 
act as capons in that they fatten satisfactorily 
and do not exhibit normal secondary sex 
characters. As a result of caponising birds, 
sequelae sometimes to be noted are :— 
(1) Death following internal haemorrhage. 
(2) Illness following damage the 
adrenal glands. 
(3) Improper closure of the wound, due to 
air entering beneath the skin. 


The following points may also be noted :— 

Ordinarily, no anaesthetic is used. Two looped 
pieces of string fasten the bird to the table 
around the wings and legs respectively. A few 
feathers are plucked over the site of the last 
four ribs—the long lower breast feathers are 
left intact, but may be damped down, No 
antiseptics are applied to the skin and the 
incision is made direct between the ribs. The 
abdominal air sacs are punctured by scalpel, or 
special instrument provided. With the intestines 
shrunken following fasting, it is a relatively 
easy matter to detect the testicle at the head 
of the kidney, immediately adjacent to the 
adrenal gland, and close to the lungs. This is 
grasped in the special forceps provided, and 
gently removed. Great care must be taken to 
include only the testicle, otherwise internal 
haemorrhage frequently takes place, or the 
adrenal glands may be damaged. 


Chick Sexing 
(By W. P. BLOUNT, F.R.c.v.s., LEWES) 


Before actually demonstrating the method of 
chick sexing, Mr. Blount intimated that the 
present system of sex determination in day-old 
chicks is based on research work carried out 
by certain Japanese agricultural and veterinary 
workers, 1927-32. 

The method is dependent upon the existence 
of a so-called “ genital eminence ” situated on 
the floor of the cloaca close to the vent. In a 
typical cockerel, this is large, whereas in a 
typical pullet it is completely absent. 
Unfortunately, however, about 40 per cent. of 
pullets do possess an eminence, but it is usually 
much smaller than that of the male and situated 
deeper into the cloaca. The demonstration was 
then given. Briefly, it may be said to have 
consisted of :— 

(1) The method of holding the chick in order 
to expose the genital eminence. 

(2) The evacuation of the contents of the 
cloaca and lower bowel. 

(3) The manipulation of the vent in order to 
concentrate attention upon the size, shape and 
general appearance of the genital eminence. 

Having decided upon the sex of the chick in 
question, it is necessary for those who are 
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learning the art to kill large numbers of chicks 
in order to confirm the diagnosis. 

A rapid method for exposing the testicles 
(or ovary) was also demonstrated. This 
method consists of tearing open the abdomen 
with the chick held firmly in the right hand 
so that the gizzard, intestines and yolk sac 
can be moved to one side so as to expose the 
sexual organs. It was pointed out that quite 
a large percentage of day-old pullets do possess 
a second, though small, ovary. 

The attendance at this demonstration was 
particularly good, and the interest of those 
present keen and enthusiastic. Many questions 
were asked and a large number endeavoured to 
sex the sample of chicks present. An explana- 
tory leaflet, with photographs, was available 
for those interested, and over 100 were 
distributed. 

It was pointed out that pure breeds cannot 
be sexed by what is known as the sex-linkage 
method, and, therefore, those poultry farmers 
who do have only pure breeds on their farms 
and wish to separate the cockerels from the 
pullets at birth may employ a method similar 
to that which was demonstrated. As a result, 
the commercial egg farmer can keep pullets 
only, and as a contrast, the fattener takes the 
cockerels, for he prefers these to pullets for 
table production purposes. 

[In connection with his demonstrations, Mr. 
Blount was indebted to Messrs. Youngs, Ltd., 
of Horley, for the loan, free of charge, of the 
cages housing the birds. ] 


Demonstration of Diseases of Poultry 


(MEMBERS OF THE VETERINARY RESEARCH DIVISION, 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, NORTHERN IRELAND) 


Unfortunately, owing to misadventure cn the 
railway, our specimens which had been so care- 
fully allocated to the care of the railway 
company failed to agrive in time for our 
demonstration, but due to the excellent help 
received from Mr. Dobson and Mr. Blount in 
supplying specimens, a demonstration was 
staged. It was originally intended to illustrate 
the main common poultry diseases from the 
practitioner’s point of view and in keeping with 
the increased interest in poultry diseases and 
inspection of poultry for food purposes. 

Tuberculosis, fowl pox, coccidiosis, fowl 
paralysis and blackhead in tupkeys were all 
demonstrated. Great interest Was taken in a 
live specimen showing early eye lesions of fowl 
paralysis. Fowl pox and blackhead evoked 
considerable discussion, 

Our thanks are due to the excellent arrange- 
ments made by the local secretary and his staff 
and to Mr. Dobson, Mr. Blount and Mr. 
Downham, who kindly assisted with specimens, 
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X-Ray Exhibit 
(By MAson HAMILTON KIRK, m.z.c.v.s., LONDON) 


A very comprehensive collection of over 60 
excellent radiographs, of canine and feline sub- 
jects, was on view throughout the week in the 
Lesser Hall of the Town Hall. The range of 
Major Kirk’s exhibits included a great number 
of very interesting pathological lesions, the 
diagnosis of some of them being manifestly 
impossible without the aid of X-rays, 

The clarity of detail of these skiagraphs, 
combined with the fact that they were positives 
instead of negatives, rendered it an easy matter 
for all who were unfamiliar with X-ray photo- 
graphs, to follow the captions appearing be- 
neath each one. 

Considerable interest and careful scrutiny 
were bestowed upon the exhibit; and from 
conversations overheard, there is no doubt that 
it fulfilled a useful réle in convincing members, 
even the most sceptical, of the great diagnostic 
value of X-rays in canine and feline surgery. 
Of the many conditions portrayed by Major 
Kirk’s radiographs which could not have been 
diagnosed clinically with any certainty, we 
might mention dislocated scaphoid, the existence 
and exact location of small foreign bodies, the 
extent of pelvic fractures, condition of the hip 
joint, fracture and dislocation of the sesamoids, 
extent and nature of patella injuries, dislocation 
of the spinal column, and some deep-seated 
abscesses, 


Exhibit of Diseases of Silver Foxes 
(By C. V. WATKINS, D.V.S.M., 
SEALE-HAYNE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, 
NEWTON ABBOT, DEVON) 


The exhibit embraced most of the diseases of 
silver foxes prevalent in this country and more 
particularly in the South Western Province. 

Disease lesions in various organs were shown 
as mounted museum specimens and a large 
placard gave the outstanding findings of a 
survey of parasitic diseases of the local silver 
foxes. The examinations were made upon 
pelted carcases principally and, therefore, did 
not include any ectoparasites other than ear 
mange mites. A total count and sexing of all 
nemathelminth parasites was made, and the 
varying number of eggs or larvae in one 
gramme of faeces per female worm present in 
the carcase was estimated. The examples 
quoted by the demonstrator emphasised the 
advisability of making more than one egg count 
at intervals in order to estimate the degree of 
infestation by this class of parasite in foxes. 
This (he observed) is most important in the 
case of the lungworm Capillaria aerophila, in 
which this factor was found to vary from 
0 to 15,000 per female worm. An interesting 


finding re this parasite, arising out of the sexing 
of large numbers of them, was the presence of 
a spicule. In the majority of specimens 
examined this was sheathed, when it was quite 
impossible to determine. A few specimens were 
fixed with the spicule protruded, and the 
presence of this appendage, therefore, definitely 
places this worm in the class (?) Capillaria and 
not Euculeus. (This finding was confirmed by 
H. A, Bayliss.) Crenosoma vulpis, the other 
lungworm of foxes, was found to be much more 
prevalent on lowland than on typical moorland 
ranches. The probability is that acid conditions 
obtaining on the latter premises are unfavour- 
able for the secondary hosts of these parasites. 
Specimens illustrating both lungworm diseases 
were shown. 

Mr. Watkins informed his interested hearers 
that enormous numbers of the hookworm 
Uncinaria stenocephala were encountered and 
the worst case of this disease (in a blue fox 
cub) was illustrated by portions of the diseased 
intestines and the total (1,914) worms present. 

Toxocara canis were commonly found in 
young cubs of three to four weeks of age, in 
one case totalling about one-twelfth of the car- 
case weight. Severe disease by these parasites 
was never found in adult foxes. 

Specimens illustrating the chronic cystitis set 
up by the bladderworm Capillaria plica were 
shown alongside a normal fox bladder. 

Coccidiosis was occasionally found and a 
specimen of diseased bowel was shown. 

The demonstrator added that paratyphoid 
diseases are very commoniy found in silver 
foxes. In many outbreaks encountered in cub 
foxes this year a common faulty meat supply 
was thought to be the cause. In other cases 
an enzootic outbreak appeared to follow 
distemper. The typical markedly congested 
internal organs (lungs, heart, liver, spleen and 
kidneys) were mounted together as a specimen 
of this disease. A normal spleen from an older 
cub was also shown to emphasise the gross 
enlargement which occurs in this organ. 

The haemorrhagic patches in the lungs, as 
found  leptospiral jaundice, were also 
illustrated. 


The Functional Treatment of Fractures 
in Dogs and Cats 


T. J. Smith and Nephew, Ltd., of Hull, the 
makers of ‘“Cellona” and Elastoplast,” 
provided an interesting and constructive film, 
illustrating the technique of the functional 
treatment of fractures in dogs and cats. The 
film was projected at St. Stephen’s Hall, on 
July 26th, before a large and appreciative 
audience of veterinary surgeons. 

Sir Frederick Hobday kindly introduced the 
film, which is in four sections, and which covers 
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The Exhibition 


Modern Developments in Veterinary 
Therapeutic and Surgical Agents 


One of the most highly valued features of 
attendance at Congress is the opportunity 
thereby afforded of examining at leisure the 
multiplicity of biological products, drugs and 
surgical instruments and appliances displayed 
at the Exhibition held in association therewith. 
This year the position of the admirably-suited 
exhibition room—the Lounge of the Town Hall— 
adjacent to the sessional hall, was exceptionally 
convenient for the delegates, with the con- 
sequence that the exhibitors had the happy 
experience of working against time to satisfy 
the curiosity of enquirers and to fulfil their 
demands. Those in charge of the stands took 
the fullest advantage of this situation, in respect 
of both the general and detailed effect of their 
exhibits, which were the subject of much 
admiring comment, and we are glad to know that 
their efforts were rewarded by the transaction 
of a record volume of business. 


Formal Opening by the President 


The PRESIDENT (Captain R. Simpson) formally 
opened the Exhibition immediately following 
the Civic Welcome on Monday, July 26th, in 
the Lounge at the Town Hall, which was crowded 
for the occasion. 

The President said: I should like to say how 
very glad I am this morning to have the 


privilege of attending this exhibition. You will 


be delighted to know that we have what is 
practically a record number of exhibitors this 
year. I have already had the privilege of a 
private view of these stands and I am sure, 
when you have time to go round them, you will 
be very delighted by the wide range of exhibits 
which are being displayed here for your benefit. 
I myself have been detached for some years 
from private practice, but I must confess, on 
looking round, how much more interesting it 
seems to be now from the point of view of the 
practitioner in view of the many new appliances 
and therapeutic substances at his disposal. 

The firms represented here to-day are all 
well known to the profession and I feel sure 


the subject comprehensively. At the conclusion 
of the projection, representatives of the firm 
present offered to project the film to any 
Division of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association at any time to suit its convenience, 
and the offer was immediately taken up by 
several Divisions. The offer is still open to all 
other Divisions who have not yet accepted. 


their representatives are equally well known to 
you personally. We are glad to have another 
opportunity of welcoming them here and we 
hope you will show your appreciation of their 
work by taking an interest in the displays 
before you and giving them as much support as 
you can. I believe myself we are on the eve 
of seeing very considerable development in 
general practice when members will find con- 
siderable scope for initiative in the treatment 
of the various diseases of animals, despite the 
fact that there are large-scale developments 
in view in connection with the control of con- 
tagious disease. But I am certain there will 
still remain a very wide field for the general 
practitioner. I am sure that the firms repre- 
sented here are always ready to collaborate 
with the members of our profession and to 
place their technical skill at our disposal. I 
have very much pleasure in declaring this 
exhibition open. (Applause.) 

Miss B. Barrett (Genatosan, Ltd.) presented 
a lovely bouquet of flowers to Mrs. Simpson 
on behalf of the exhibitors and Mrs. Simpson, 
in response, thanked the donors and expressed 
the hope that the exhibition would be a great 
success. 


The Stands 

ANGLO-AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL Co., LrpD. 
(Galen Works, 59, Dingwall Road, Croydon), 
had on view an effectively arranged exhibit 
comprising medicines and preparations for dogs 
and other animals generally, including pessaries, 
bougies, powders, drenches, ete. There was a 
fine range of good-class products in great 
demand by the veterinary profession. 


ANTIBODY PRopucts, Lrp. (Watford, Herts.), 
were among the several firms represented in 
the Exhibition for the first time. Features of 
the display by this faboratory were “ Anti- 
bacsyn” and “ Antimalignyn.” 

Antibacsyn is an antibody stimulant consist- 
ing of euglobulin and portions of normal serum 
adsorbed to a special calcic magnesian saline by 
a complex process already described fully in 
medical literature. 

This stimulation is non-specific and the pre- 
paration can be used in almost all endotoxic 
infections. 

Antibacsyn was shown in oral form and also 
in ampoules for injection, the size of the 
ampoule varying according to the animal 
treated. We understand that from now onwards 
the dog ampoules will be 2 ¢.c. each instead of 
1 cc. without any change in the price. 

Antimalignyn represents a treatment by injec- 
tion for carcinoma. During many years of 
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cancer research carried out by this laboratory 
a difference was found to exist in the lipoid- 
globulin/cholesterol balance of cancerous sera 
as against healthy blood; thus antimalignyn 
has been evolved in an endeavour to correct 
this imbalance and so restore to the patient 
that entity presumably possessed by the healthy 
us a resistance against increased mitosis. 


ARMOUR & Company, Lrp. (St. Martins-le- 
Grand, London, E.C.1), exhibited on their stand 
their well-known range of “ Glanoid ” medicinal 
products of animal origin. 

They emphasised that in the preparation of 
their glandular products they use only the fresh 
warm glands. Their laboratory being situated 
uniquely, within close distance of the killing 
floors, they are able to obtain the fresh glands 
immediately, and to process these glands within 
an hour after the killing of the animal. This 
facility, it will be appreciated, ensures the 
maximum potency being present in the finished 
product. 

In addition to their regular lines of concen- 
trated fluid extract of liver, thyroid in tablets 
and capsules, pituitary posterior lobe extract, 
anterior pituitary solution, corpus luteum solu- 
tion, ovarian solution, spleen solution, ligatures 
and sutures, they showed for the first time a 
range of “ Glanule” products, which consisted 
of a_ special air-tight capsule containing 
glandular substances in their undefatted form. 
By using these air-tight capsules it is possible 
to guard against oxidation and loss of potency, 
and it is felt that by offering the glandular 
substances with their natural fat content intact, 
increased activity is ensured. 

The “Glanule” products at present are: 
ovarian substance glanules, corpus luteum sub- 
stance glanules, and orchic substance glanules. 

Literature regarding all products of interest 
will be supplied or sent most gladly upon 
request. 


‘ 


ARNOLD & Sons (Standard Works, Lawrence 
Road, Tottenham, London, N.15), had a stand 
of surgical instruments and veterinary appli- 
ances showing a vast range. We are glad to 
learn that this exhibit was very much appreci- 
ated by the members present, who were greatly 
impressed thereby, and that good business 
resulted. The exhibit consisted of over 1,000 
different kinds of instruments generally used in 
the veterinary profession. 


Messrs. BAILLIERE, TINDALL & Cox (8, Henrietta 
Street, Covent Garden, London, W.C.2), ex- 
hibited a large selection of current veterinary 


publications, the most interesting of which was 
an advance copy of the fourth English edition 
of Hutyra and Marek’s “‘ Special Pathology and 
Therapeutics of the Diseases of Domestic 
Animals,” translated by C. IF. Marshall, M.p., 
F.R.C.S., and edited by J. Russell Greig, Px.p., 
M.R.C.V.S., J. R. Mohler, v.m.p., and E. Eichhorn, 
b.v.s. This publication will be ready in the near 
future, price six guineas for the three volumes. 

Many veterinary surgeons who were visiting 
this country took the opportunity of perusing 
this and the other publications displayed and 
wade notes for subsequent purchases. 

The Veterinary Journal, with its admirable 
Special Congress Number, was also prominently 
displayed on this stand and many new readers 
were enrolled as subscribers before they left 
the Exhibition. 


Bayer Propucts, Lrp. (Africa House, Kings- 
way, London, W.C.2), exhibited some twelve 
only of their large range of specialities for the 
veterinary profession. In addition to such 
established products as ‘‘ Odylen,” for parasitic 
and non-parasitic skin diseases; “ /stin,” the 
well-known purgative (especially for horses) ; 
** Omnadin,” the non-specific remedy for febrile 
conditions, including distemper, and “ Aricyl,” a 
swiftly acting injectable arsenical preparation, 
the firm displayed several of their recent intro- 
ductions, e.g., “ Prontosil,” the first effective 
chemo-therapeutie for the treatment of strepto- 
coceal infections, particularly puerperal sepsis ; 
* Mefarol,” a clear, powerful yet practical non- 
toxic antiseptic for use in operations, obstetrics 
and in suppurating wounds, and Canine 
Distemper Serum “ Behring,” an effective serum 
against the virus of distemper, produced accord- 
ing to the method evolved by Laidlaw and 
Dunkin. 

“ Prontosil,” on account of the fame it has 
already attained in medical circles, proved the 
chief attraction on the stand, with “‘ Mefarol ” 
a close runner-up. Many were the requests for 
samples of these two products and the relative 
pamphlets. 


British GLuES & CHEMICALS, LTD, (Imperial 
House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2), first 
exhibited at the Veterinary Congress at Tor- 
quay, in 1927, since when interest in and 
knowledge of the subject in which they 
specialise has increased tremendously and there 
is now a far greater appreciation of the import- 
ance of the mineral elements in nutrition. 

Actually it was in the year 1923 that British 
Glues and Chemicals first commenced to market 
their “Churn” brand sterilised feeding bone 
flour as a source of the mineral elements cal- 
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cium and phosphorus in stockfeeding and later 
developments led to the production of “ Churn ” 
brand complete iodised mineral mixtures, con- 
taining in addition to the sterilised feeding bone 
flour, other sources of calcium, together with 
sodium chloride, sulphur, iron and iodine. 

To those who had not already studied the 
booklet edited by their Agricultural Consultant, 
Mr. F. I, Corrie, B.Sc., entitled ‘ Mineral Needs 
of Farmstock ” this brief treatise, which is now 
in its fourth and abridged edition, is recom- 
mended for study, the statement of the case 
for supplementary mineral feeding being set out 
in a lucid and concise manner, 

In the treatment of disease there are two 
avenues of approach—cure and prevention, and 
whereas the former must continue to assume 
great importance, prevention will be the ulti- 
mate aim, 

In this direction veterinarians are in a 
privileged position as, being called in for advice 
when trouble arises amongst stock, they have 
every opportunity both for treatment of the 
case and examination of the causes leading up 
to the disease or other condition which may 
exist. Enquiry will often shown that malnutri- 
tion lies at the root of the trouble and very 
often this malnutrition is the direct result of 
mineral deficiency with consequent lowered 
resistance to disease. Examples of conditions 
which may be cited in this respect are rickets, 
depraved appetite, stunted growth and osteo- 
malacia. Moreover, the view is held in some 
quarters that mineral deficiency may be a 
predisposing factor in cases of sterility, abor- 
tion, milk fever and Johne’s disease. 

The manufacturers of “Churn” brand 
mineral supplements are pioneers in this field 
and they realise that there is yet a great deal 
more to be learned upon the subject of what, for 
want of a better term, may be called mineral 
nutrition, They wish it to be widely known that 
they will welcome the opportunity of co- 
operating with veterinary surgeons in demon- 
stration or trial work in the feeding of 
supplementary minerals to stock of all kinds 
under varying conditions. 

Brief reference must be made to the “ Churn ” 
brand low-oil-content feeding meat and bone 
meals, which are in extensive use, for mixing 
purposes in meals and mashes for pigs and 
poultry and in some cases, the rations of high- 
yielding dairy cows. These products are 
standardised, of fine grist and readily assimil- 
able, and form an excellent source of animal 
protein, high in the growth-promoting factor 
lysine, 


COOPER-STEWART SNGINEERING Co.,  LqTp. 


(Factory Address: Albert Road, Hendon, Lon- 
don, N.W.4). These welcome newcomers to the 


Exhibition had an effective display of instru- 
ments, including the following :— 

The Viking Electric Clipper for dogs, which 
is available with seven different heads for 
yarying the length of cut. 

The type J.2 Electric Clipmaster—a slightly 
more robust clipper than the Viking. 

The “ Allover ” Electric Clipper with separate 
motor secured to a belt around the waist of the 
operator and separate length of flexible shaft 
with cutting head. 

The No. 50 patented screwless Lock-EKasy ” 
Bull Ring. This is the only one of its kind avail- 
able. 

Range of bull and pig nose rings and nose 
pliers. 

Burdizzo Castrators with patented cord stop 
feature. 

Tattooing forceps to mark gin. and }#in., 
available in either millboard or best quality 
hinged wood box. 


W. & J. Duntop, Lrp. (18, Bank Street, 
Dumfries) had a satisfactory initial experience 
as exhibitors at Congress. Their effective 
display included some graphic tables of the 
relative amino-acid contents of a large number 
of foodstuffs, based on the latest analyses by 
the Van Slyke method; also exhibits, as 
follows 

Numerous samples of bones from sheep and 
oxen, showing the comparison between normal 
bones and bones affected in various stages of 
malformation, periostitis, arthritis and decalcifi- 
cation. 

Samples of young sheep bones which form the 
basis of W. & J. Dunlop’s special feeding bone 
meal. 

Samples of blood fibrinogen, treated by low 
temperature drying, against the ordinary high 
temperature commercial blood. These clearly 
showed up the black charring in the latter 
method which causes the denaturing of the 
protein and the resultant decrease in the 
biological value. 


GENATOSAN LiImMItep (Loughborough),  dis- 
played a complete range of bacteriological 
products produced in the Pasteur’ Institute, 
aris, the Toulouse Institute of Serum Therapy, 
and the Laigle Bacteriological Laboratory. The 
well-known general preparations of this firm, 
vis., Sanatogen, Genasprin, Cystopurin, Fissan 
brand products, Wulfing brand formamint, and 
Genozo brand tooth paste, ete., were also demon- 
strated and attracted considerable notice. 

The principal products exhibited were :— 

Naror B (Bovine Contagious Abortion).— 
Composed of sterilised bacteria and is detoxi- 
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cated; in consequence, it is used either before 
or during gestation, without risk of infection. 

DIAGNOSTIC 'TUBERCULIN.—Prepared the 
Pasteur Institute, Paris. Three types are issued 
—subcutaneous, intradermal and avian. The 
new intradermal tuberculin is suitable for both 
the ophthalmie and intradermal tests. 

ANTHRAX VACCINE AND SeERUM.—The original 
Pasteur products, which are universally used 
with success. 

MuLsor DiAMi_.—For preventive vaccina- 
tion and curative treatment of bovine mastitis. 
Mulsor is extensively used with general satis- 
faction. 

TreEGoR.—For preventive and curative treat- 
ment of joint-ill, etc., in foals and calves. 

ERYSIPELAS VACCINES AND SeErRA.—The_ pro- 
ducts of the Pasteur and Toulouse Institutes. 

TETANUS SERA.—Anti-tetanie sera for prophy- 
laxis (3,000 International units) and curative 
treatment (10,000 International units) ; also the 
special Anatoxin prepared according to the 
method of Ramon and Descombey. This 
anatoxin confers an active immunity which lasts 
at least two years. It is the method par 
excellence for systematic protection against 
tetanus in districts where the disease is 
endemic. 

BLACKLEG VACCINES AND SERA.—Prepared in 
the Toulouse Institute according to the method 
of Leclainche and Vallée. For all ordinary 
purposes Total Aggressin is strongly recom- 
mended; this product was the subject of good 
report at the International Veterinary Congress, 
and it has since proved remarkably successful 
in English practice. In cases where the cattle 
occupy extensive tracts of country, or communi- 
cation is difficult, Living Spore Vaccine (Liquid 
Form) is indicated. 

Cyror.—aA polyvalent vaccine for prophylaxis 
and treatment in surgical and cutaneous infec- 
tions; especially useful in cases of interdigital 
cysts in dogs. 

Atvor.—aAlthough primarily intended for the 
treatment of bronchopneumonia in lambs ard 
calves, this product has also proved valuable 
for cases of pulpy kidney in lambs (see 
Veterinary Record, Vol. xii, No. 13). 

SANATOGEN.—Described as the “true tonic 
food,” this preparation is a chemical combina- 
tion of specially prepared casein and sodium 
glycerophosphate. It exhibits albumin and 
phosphorus in forms which are readily assimi- 
lated by the animal organism. 

GENASPRIN.—Pure acetyl-salicylic acid, in 
5-grain tablets. Owing to a special process of 
tableting, this preparation contains no trace of 
free acetic or salicylic acids or the other toxic 
impurities which frequently occur under ordin- 
ary methods of manufacture. On account of its 
purity Genasprin can be prescribed much more 
freely than other preparations of acetyl-salicylic 


acid, without any risk of unpleasant sequelae. 
It is particularly indicated in those hyper- 
sensitive cases which are frequently encoun- 
tered in canine practice. 

CysTOPURIN.—A chemical combination of 
hexamine and sodium acetate. Cystopurin acts 
as an efficient and non-irritating urinary and 
biliary antiseptic. It exercises a marked seda- 
tive effect on the urinary tract, which quickly 
results in normal micturition with a _ rapid 
lessening of the bacteriuria. 

Cystopurin is indicated in all cases where the 
action of hexamine is required, without its 
disadvantages. It is used successfully in all 
diseases of the genito-urinary tract. 

FIssAN BRAND PrRopucts.—These preparations 
were originally introduced for use in human 
cases, but it has been shown that the Fissan 
principles are equally applicable to veterinary 
practice. Fissan lotion and oil have proved 
particularly useful for the treatment of 
eczematous conditions in dogs. 

STABILISED CALCIUM’ ASPIRIN. — Stabilised 
calcium aspirin (Genasprin brand) is soluble 
and neutral in reaction. It is specially recom- 
mended for cases in which acetyl-salicylic acid 
medication is contra-indicated. 

VACCINES FOR HuMAN UseE.—This range in- 
cludes detoxicated vaccines and local immunity 
products. Genora brand Oral Vaccine for colds 
and influenza attracted considerable attention ; 
this product was the subject of an article in 
the British Medical Journal, February 8th, 1936. 


Veterinarian visitors to the Exhibition were 
notified that the Genatosan general preparations 
(Sanatogen, etc.) are supplied direct to veter- 
inary surgeons—for personal or surgery use 
at special professional rates, which prove 
advantageous, 


GENERAL ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION & MAIN- 
TENANCE, Ltp, (35, Cannon Street, London, 
E.C.4). This firm—also new to the Exhibition 
—exhibited the dog electrocution cabinet which 
was strongly recommended by the N.V.M.A. 
Special Committee appointed to study the ques- 
tion of small animal euthanasia. 

These electrocution cabinets have been in 
constant use for some years by many Animal 
Welfare bodies, including the National Canine 
Defence League; Dogs’ Homes at Battersea, 
Bow and Glasgow; Our Dumb Friends League ; 
the R.S.P.C.A., and the corporations of Derby, 
Nottingham, etc., ete. 

The advantages of this apparatus are 
instantaneous unconsciousness followed immedi- 
ately by death, leaving no period for the animal 
to feel either pain or fear; no unpleasant after 
effects or mutilation of the body; ease of opera- 
tion with no risk to the operator, allowing when 
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necessary the rapid destruction of a large 
number of animals in a very short time; 
economy in running cost, a minimum of 250 
animals being destroyed at a cost of approxim- 
ately one halfpenny for current. 

The cabinet consists of a specially-constructed 
wooden chamber fitted with a roller shutter and 
having a solid white rubber floor with raised 
sides. The electrodes consist of two flexible 
copper link chains, one of which is placed round 
the dog’s neck, the other end being attached 
to an eyelet inside the cabinet, while the second 
chain is attached to the left hind leg above the 
hock. The shutter is fitted with contacts which 
apply the current only when it is fully closed, 
and break the circuit when it is opened, thus 
ensuring that there can be no risk of shock to 
the operator. 

The complete operation of fitting the chains, 
destroying the dog and removing the body 
occupies about 30 seconds and is normally 
carried out by one operator. 


C. J. HEwLett & Son, Lrp. (Charlotte Street, 
London, E.C.2), had a most attractive display 
of drugs, pharmaceutical preparations and new 
surgical instruments which were shown to 
advantage in their handsome mahogany exhibi- 
tion stand. 

Among the new preparations was “ Anzsco,” 
the trade name given to an anaesthetic com- 
pound injection of special oil-soluble drugs for 
the production of prolonged local anaesthesia. 
It is non-toxic, acts promptly and the effect lasts 
from one to four weeks, depending on the dose 
and site of injection. It has been successfully 
used in cases of post-operative pain, eczema and 
anal fissure in dogs, foot injuries in greyhounds 
and painful injuries in hunters. This product 
is supplied in 5 or 10 ce. “ Ampuliques,” and 
1 or 4 0z, rubber-capped bottles. 

“Hewsol,” the non-poisonous, non-corrosive 
germicide, which has a R.W. co-efficient five 
times that of carbolic acid, has been used with 
great success as an application to wounds, as 
the dressing does not adhere and healing is very 
rapid. It is unrivalled for “ cleansing” cows 
and as a douche in parturition of mares and 
cows. ‘“ Hewsol” dusting powder is a new 
preparation which has proved useful in the 
treating of wounds and sores. 

Special attention was directed to wheat germ 
oil, which has been successful in the treatment 
of sterility in cows, and also for the preserva- 
tion of pregnancy in its earliest stages and 
prevention of contagious abortion. It is used 
as an injection either intramuscularly or 
subcutaneously ; for bitches and cats it can be 
given orally in 3 minim capsules. For larger 
animals, 60 minim capsules are supplied. 

One of the latest preparations introduced by 
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Hewlett’s is P.A.B.S., the simple name for 
p. amino-benzene-sulphonamide, which has been 
so successful in medical practice for rendering 
the blood bactericidal to streptococci and is now 
being universally used in streptococcus infection. 
Good results have been obtained in metritis in 
bitches. It is supplied in 74 grain tablets, and 
the dose is one tablet, three times a day, for 
animals of 20 to 30 lb. weight. 

The Inject. Calcii Boro-Gluconate (Hewlett’s) 
is a favourite preparation for deficiency of 
calcium, as in milk-fever, and the “ Neo- 
Injector ” introduced by the firm is, it is 
claimed, still the best of its kind and very 
popular with the profession. 

Among other special preparations which were 
prominent was Mist. Hexaminae Co., largely 
used as a remedy for colds and chills, and put 
up in 12 oz, bottles with full directions, bearing 
the name and address of the veterinary sur- 
geon; “ Hormonigen” in tablet form and as an 
elixir for endocrine deficiency in dogs and 
cattle, 

A special display of ‘“ Ampuliques” for 
hypodemic injection included colchicine, used in 
the treatment of carcinoma, sarcoma, ete., in 
dogs and other animals. The special price-list 
of “ Ampuliques ” now includes some 40 or 50 
varieties and as they are manufactured in the 
aseptic laboratory under skilled scientific super- 
vision using the latest methods of sterilisation, 
they have obtained the emphatic approval of 
the profession, 

Messrs. Hewlett have for many years sup- 
plied veterinary instruments to their clients and 
have successfully introduced a number sug- 
gested by veterinary surgeons themselves, These 
were exhibited and attracted a good deal of 
attention. The new Dunlop seamless rubber boot 
for cows, for which Messrs. Hewlett are agents, 
obviates the difficulty of bandaging and treating 
injured or diseased feet, as in laminitis, canker, 
cleft-ill, ete. 

A complete series of vaccines and sera of the 
Bacteriological Institute, Tours, prepared under 
the supervision of Dr. Belin; bacterins and 
aggressins of the Jen-Sal laboratory and vac- 
cines of the Pasteur Institute which have been 
supplied to the profession for many years, made 
an interesting feature of a composite Exhibit 
that elicited universal comments of approval, 


THE INTERNATIONAL SERUM Co., Lrp, (Phylax 
House, Norwich), exhibited a wide range of 
veterinary biologicals. 

Especial interest was shown in abortus- 
chinosol vaccine, a new type of vaccine for the 
prevention and treatment of bovine contagious 
abortion which has been used with considerable 
success on the Continent and is being increas- 
ingly employed in this country. For the 
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treatment of pig diseases, swine fever serum, 
erysipelas serum, and swine-plague-paratyphoid 
serum were shown, and also “ Suisan,” a poly- 
valent sero-vaccine which has been found very 
useful in the treatment of diseases of young 
pigs. Other exhibits were lamb dysentery 
serum and _ vaccine, braxy vaccine, and 
haemorrhagic septicaemia serum for sheep. 

For the treatment of canine diseases, 
distemper serum R.S.G., homologous distemper 
serum, and homologous coli serum were on view. 


Messrs. ParKE, Davis & Co. (50, Beak Street, 
Regent Street, London, W.1), exhibited an 
assortment of their more popular products, both 
pharmaceutical and __ biological. Vitamin 
products figured largely in their display 
and in addition to haliverol—a natural oil 
containing a high vitamin A and D value—were 
Abidon” capsules, a palatable form of 
vitamins A, B, B., and D. A recent introduc- 
tion was the * Abidon ” capsule with vitamin C. 
The new “ Glaseptic ’” hypodermic syringe was 
prominently displayed. This instrument has a 
detachable plug-in nozzle, thus doing away with 
the thickened end, characteristic of the two- 
piece instrument. The absence of a sudden 
change in the thickness of the glass reduces the 
possibility of automatic fractures. 

“ Parsetic,” a relatively non-toxic local 
anaesthetic, attracted considerable attention as 
this product has, for several years, been 
employed for the demonstrations on epidural 
anaesthesia which have taken place during the 
congress week, 


Sanpoz Propucts (1384, Wigmore Street, 
London, W.1). Since the pioneer researches of 
Greig and Dryerre into the aetiology and treat- 
ment of milk fever, veterinarians all over the 
world have always associated the name 
“Sandoz” with calcium therapy. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that ‘ Calcium-Sandoz ” 
occupied a prominent position in their exhibit. 
The injectable form of ‘ Calcium-Sandoz” has 
recently been improved by the adoption of a 
new process of stabilisation by which the 
calcium is presented in the form of the glucono- 
galactogluconate. To meet the particular needs 
of the veterinary practitioner, this solution is 
available in ampoules of various sizes, ranging 
from the large 300 c.c. ampoules of 20 per cent. 
solution, for the treatment of milk fever, down 
to the small 5 ¢.c. ampoules of 10 per cent. 
solution. Oral forms of “ Calcium-Sandoz ” are 
also available. 

An interesting combination of caleium and 
bromine is provided by Calcibronat ” (calcium 
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bromolactobionate) which finds its main field of 
usefulness in the treatment of canine hysteria 
and in weeping and itching dermatoses such as 
urticaria, eczema and pruritus. It is superior 
to calcium bromide because it contains a greater 
proportionate amount of calcium, and is better 
tolerated by the digestive tract. Oral and 
injectable forms were exhibited. 

Among other products shown, Piroblue and 
Panthesine Balm claim first attention. Piroblue 
was introduced by the late Sir Arnold Theiler 
and consists of a powerful parasiticide of the 
trypan blue series combined with cholic acid. 
The cholic acid component enhances. the 
therapeutic effect, diminishes the toxicity and 
prolongs the action, thus enabling a full thera- 
peutic effect to be obtained from small doses 
of the specific dye. The indications are bovine 
piroplasmosis and equine nuttaliosis. 

Panthesine Balm is an analgesic ointment 
containing 5 per cent. of the N-diethyl leucinol 
ester of p. aminobenzoic acid in a non-irritant, 
vegetable, emollient base. Used in cases of 
cutaneous inflammation and irritation, Panthe- 
sine Balm favours healing because being both 
anaesthetic and basic, it relieves pain by 
interrupting the axon reflex and by modifying 
and regulating the pH of tissues. 

* Allisatin” is a valuable intestinal antiseptic 
for small animals which is_ particularly 
indicated in conditions of intestinal putrefaction 
and fermentation and in diarrhoea. 
‘** Belladenal ” is suggested as a useful treatment 
for epilepsy in young pigs and nervous troubles 
of small animals generally. It is an effective 
antispasmodic and anticonvulsive, combining the 
inhibitory effect of the total alkaloids of bella- 
donna on the parasympathetic with the sedative 
action of phenobarbitone on the cerebral cortex. 

Lobeline is a trustworthy respiratory stimu- 
lant for use in all cases of respiratory failure, 
and Femergin is an oxytocic utilised post 
partum when it is advantageous to reinforce 
the tonus of uterine muscle, Femergin is now 
available in ampoules of 0°5 c.c. 


T. J. Smirun & NEPHEW, Ltp, (Neptune Street, 
Hull), had a display of bandages and surgical 
dressings, including ‘“ Elastoplast” elastic 
adhesive bandages, which are acclaimed by the 
highest authorities in the medical world as the 
ideal dressing for surgical and orthopaedic 
purposes, and which have proved just as 
valuable in veterinary practice. 

Elastoplast ” wound dressings, consisting of 
a pad of gauze, medicated with bismuth sub- 
gallate 2 to 3 per cent. on an “ Elastoplast”’ 
base, provide speedy, efficient and neat dressings 
for all minor injuries. The Elastoplast ” 
doctor’s set, which was displayed, contains a 
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useful range of wound dressings and dressing 
strips. “Elastocrepe”  super-elastic cloth 
bandages provide ideal support for tendon 
injuries in horses, and can be specially supplied 
with tapes for veterinary purposes, ‘‘ Elastolex ”’ 
super-elastic cloth bandages have the advantage 
of a number of “ Lastex ” threads in the cloth, 
which ensures that the elasticity of the bandage 
is retained over a long period. Washing renews 
the elasticity both of ‘ Elastocrepe”’ and 
Elastolex ” bandages. 

“ Cellona ” plaster of Paris bandages contain 
90 per cent. plaster of Paris by weight, moisten 
in five to seven seconds, and set in from five to 
ten minutes, or longer if necessary. Cellona 
plaster of Paris bandages were used exclusively 
in the production of the film “ The Treatment 
of Bone Fractures in the Dog and Cat,’ which 
(as described elsewhere in this issue) was 
shown at St. Stephen’s Hall, Bournemouth, on 
Monday, July 26th. 


Watson & Sons (ELEcTRO-MEDICAL), 
(Parker Street, Kingsway, W.C.2). ‘The first 
appearance of this firm at the N.V.M.A. show 
was of special significance, for there is an 
increasing tendency for X-rays to be used as 
an aid to diagnosis in veterinary work and a 
considerable number of practitioners now 
possess their own apparatus, 

The “Sunie Junior” Veterinary Outfit is 
admirably suited to the needs of the private 
practice on account of its, comparatively low 
price, the simplicity of operation, small size and 
complete freedom from exposed high tension. 
The apparatus produces radiographs with good 
definition and may also be used for visual screen 
examinations—invaluable for setting fractures 
and the location of foreign bodies, 

The “ Sunie Junior” outfit is very robust in 
construction, has no delicate parts likely to give 
trouble, and being mobile, can be used either 
inside or outside the surgery. It is operated 
from the ordinary electric mains or in the 
event of no mains being available, from a small 
petrol-electric generator. 

Ultra-Violet and Infra-Red Apparatus.— 
Watson’s also exhibited examples from their 
‘ange of therapeutic lamps. The ultra-violet 
model is equipped with an electronic discharge 
tube having greatly improved efficiency as com- 
pared with the earlier tilt type quartz burner. 

The infra-red apparatus is simple in construc- 
tion and is of value in the treatment of sprains 
and painful injuries of all kinds, 

Electric Engines —TIwo examples of electric 
engines with applicators for various types of 
operation were shown. One of these was of the 
portable type, the complete engine with cable, 
slipjoint and handpiece packing into a case no 
larger than a camera. 
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BurRoOUGHS WELLCOME & Co. (Snow Hill 
Buildings, London, E.C.1) displayed a wide 
selection of modern biological and pharma- 
ceutical products for use in veterinary practice. 
A product of special interest, exhibited for the 
first time, was “ Wellcome” feline distemper 
(enteritis) prophylactic vaccine. The introduc- 
tion of this product follows researches carried 
out during the past few years with a vaccine 
which has given gratifying results and which 
Was prepared at the Wellcome Physiological 
Research Laboratories. The treatment consists 
of two subcutaneous injections and there is 
strong evidence that protection lasts for 
several weeks. For the prophylaxis of 
distemper in dogs, two methods are used, 
method I (vaccine virus) and method II (virus 
serum). ‘ Wellcome” canine distemper prophy- 
lactic products for both these methods were 
exhibited, 

* Wellcome ” calcium borogluconate, which is 
given in solution by subcutaneous injection and 
used successfully in milk fever in cows, was 
also displayed. The rapid response which 
follows the calcium treatment of milk fever was 
illustrated by a series of photographs and by 
means of the photoscope. 

Preparations of ergometrine and ergotoxine 
ethanesulphonate, together with “ Infundin ” 
pituitary (posterior lobe) extract, were recom- 
mended for use in veterinary obstetrical 
practice. Reports indicate the results obtained 
with ergometrine in canine practice are highly 
successful. 

Notable exhibits included veterinary sera, 
serological products and vaccines prepared at 
the Wellcome Physiological Research Labora- 
tories and issued by Burroughs Wellcome and 
Co. Among these were “ Wellcome” lamb 
dysentery prophylactic (vaccine) for the treat- 
ment of ewes and “ Wellcome” lamb dysentery 
serum for treating newly-born lambs. Both 
these latter products were introduced as a 
result of researches carried out at the Wellcome 
Physiological Research Laboratories, and by the 
combined treatment of ewes and lambs it has 
been possible to reduce considerably the 
mortality from the disease. 

Other serological exhibits included products 
for the prophylaxis and treatmént of braxy in 
sheep, swine erysipelas, bovine abortion, and 
also tuberculins for diagnostic ophthalmic and 
intradermal reactions. 

Also of interest to veterinary practitioners 


were displays of ‘“ Tabloid” hypodermic 
products. “Agla” hypodermic apparatus, 


Soloid’”” products and “ Enule” suppositories. 
Considerable attention was attracted to such 
useful preparations as “ Tannafax,’” a non- 
greasy tannic acid jelly, for the treatment of 
burns and scalds, “ Borofax ” boric ointment 
and “ Phenofax,” an antiseptic and anaesthetic 
ointment. 
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WILLINGTON MeEpiIcAL Propucts, Ltp, (Alpha 
Laboratories, Limes Place, Croydon), had a 
comprehensive display of general veterinary 
preparations packed in modern style with 
clients’ own labels, ete. Following is a brief 
description of preparations recently introduced. 
Chelidonium compound tablets or elixir, These 
represent a cholagog and urinary antiseptic, 
claimed to stimulate and increase the flow of 
healthy bile and remove infection of the gall 
bladder. This product is specially useful in 
renal and. urinary calculi and _  catarrhal 
jaundice. 

Elixir Glandophosphates, or tablets, contain 
physiologically active extracts of thyroid, 
pituitary body, ovarian tissue, with iron, calcium 
and potassium glycerophosphates. Their use is 
indicated in nervous disorders, sterility and 
impotence, when due to endocrine disturbance. 

Gastritis Emulsion.—This palatable emulsion 
of aluminium silicate, bismuth, stimulant 
aromatics in antacid base, promptly promotes 
alkalinity and cleanses the digestive tract with- 
out purgation, 

Scarbol Ointment and Liquid.—Very success- 
ful as a parasiticide for mange and _ skin 
irritation. 

A section of this display was devoted to the 
sera and vaccines from the Seropharm Labora- 
tories, Hendon, for whom this company are sole 
distributors, 

Literature and samples will be sent on request 
from veterinary practitioners only, 


Messrs, WiLtows, Francis, BuTLeR & 
THompson, (89a, Shacklewell Lane, E.8.), 
who may justly be described as the old friends 
of the veterinary profession, were more in 
evidence than ever and judging from the number 
of callers at their stand the title of “ friends” 
is amply justified. The exhibit was, as usual, 
expansive, tasteful and fully supplied with a 
great variety of items which compelled interest 
—so many, in fact, that to deal with them in 
full would entail space we cannot afford. We 
can, however, mention some of the outstanding 
items, one in particular to commence our 
survey. This was a magnificent block of 
Barbadoes aloes, the finest we have ever seen, 
perfect in all its parts: in some respects, of 
course, a memory of the past but a reminder 
that it still occupies a prominent place in veter- 
inary therapeutics. In contrast to the above, 
we next turned to a very modern exhibit, viz., 
vaccines and sera of every sort and kind, 
especially the products of the veterinary 
research laboratories ; to name a few of the most 
esteemed of these we would mention anti- 
abortion, mastitis, septic metritis and sterility 
vaccines for cattle; influenza, navel-ill, poll-evil, 
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sterility and strangles vaccines for horses; and 
a great variety covering the requirements of 
swine, sheep, dogs and cats, 

Amongst sera we noted “ gonadin,” a gonad 
serum for stimulating the reproductive glands 
of domestic animals; also homologous anti- 
canine distemper serum which has attained 
considerable reputation for the treatment of this 
latter trouble. 

Turning to various new preparations, we 
observed “ Sanosol,” “‘ Willows,” a non-irritant 
antiseptic of proved co-efficiency and also 
“Sanosol” cream, which forms an excellent 
lubricant and protection for the surgeon in 
parturition cases. Willows “ Aminovite ”’ is a 
powerful vitamin tonic for sinall animals which 
is readily taken because of its pleasant taste. 

Peristain ‘“ Willows” is an effective aperient 
in powder form which takes the place of physic 
balls. It is also prepared in tablet form for 
canine use, 

The difficulty of dealing with “husk” in 
calves is met by “injection paraform and 
allyl” which has lately come into use for this 
trouble with excellent results. If it is desired 
to deal with the condition orally, “ Antifilarine ” 
* Willows ” will be found most convenient and 
economical for both calves and lambs. 

Chlorocain ‘ Willows” is a local anaesthetic 
in daily use by the profession and is always 
trustworthy. 

Finally, we must briefly refer to ‘“‘ Willows ” 
combinations to combat what is commonly 
known as “ mineral deficiency ” or allied condi- 
tions, viz., “injection calcium borogluconate,” 
“injection dextro calcium,” “ injection caleo 
mag.,” “injection gluco mag.,” and “ injection 
mag. sulph. co.” 

It is with pleasure that we congratulate 
Messrs. “Willows” the progressive 
character of their business and their intensive 
attention to every requirement of the veterinary 
profession, 


CHARLES ZIMMERMANN & Co., LTp, (9-10, St. 
Mary-at-Hill, London, E.C.3), showed, as a 
speciality, “‘ Rakulin,” the new and improved 
inoculating fluid for the treatment of contagious 
abortion in cattle. It is claimed that by the 
use of this agent individual cattle obtain 
immunity, without the introduction of a single 
living micro-organism, which in time ensures 
an abortion-free herd. 

Rakulin is purely antigenic with a potency 
equal to that of a living culture but with the 
outstanding feature that it cannot cause re- 
infection. Its antigenic potency is made possible 
by the application of colloidal chemistry instead 
of its destruction by heat or chemical as in 
dead vaccines. 
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Captain Donald Campbell 
President, N.V.M.A., 1937-38 


Coming from a family which for many years 
had been closely associated with stockowners in 
Lanarkshire and Renfrewshire, and which 
included two veterinary practitioners, well- 
known and respected in the West of Scotland, 
Mr. John Campbell, of Rutherglen, and Mr. 
Archibald Campbell, of Wishaw, it was a very 
natural choice for their nephew, Mr. Donald 
Campbell, to follow in their steps, despite the 
growing menace of the motor industry which, 
though then in its infancy, threatened the 
livelihood of veterinary practitioners in towns. 

Born in 1885, Mr. Campbell entered Glasgow 
Veterinary College in 1904, and maintaining a 
high place throughout the course he carried off 
the medal in several of his classes. After 
graduating in May, 1908, he became associated 
with his uncle, the late Mr. John Campbell, in 
his practice in Rutherglen, and assisted him 
until the outbreak of War in 1914, when he 
joined the Army Veterinary Corps and was 
attached to the 9th Division, with which he 
served in France, Belgium and Germany, until 
demobilised in 1919. 

On the death of his uncle in 1921, Captain 
Donald Campbell succeeded to the practice in 
Rutherglen, a Royal and Ancient Burgh whose 
Burgesses, of whom his father was one, have 
long been noted for their tenacity of purpose 
and independence of spirit, traits of character 
of which our President has his full share. 

Karly in his’ professional life Captain 
Campbell joined the West of Scotland Division 
of the National Veterinary Medical Association, 
and served in turn as its Honorary Secretary 
and President; while in the affairs of the 
Scottish Branch he has been very active since 
its inception. He was a member of the 
committee of the West of Scotland Division 
which, in 1928, directed the attention of the 
veterinary profession in Britain to the need for 
an agreed plan for the eradication of bovine 
tuberculosis from the herds of this country, and 
he assisted in drawing up the scheme which, 
with slight modifications, was adopted by all 
the Divisions of our Association, and which has 
in great measure led to the setting up, as will 
be done during his year as President, of a 
State Veterinary Service for this country. Only 
those who, during the past ten years, have 
carried on the propaganda for this scheme of 
eradication can form any idea of the amount 
of work and time entailed in educating public 
opinion in its favour, and having it accepted 
and acted on by the Government. In this work 
our President has played his part. 

To the formation, a few years ago, of the 
Society of Veterinary Practitioners he gave his 
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support and his election to the Presidential 
Chair testified to the high opinion which the 
large membership of this Division had formed 
of his abilities, No record of Captain 
Campbell’s services to his profession, however, 
would be complete without a reference to the 
campaign which in 1926 he launched and for 
several years directed with great energy 
against the subsection of the Milk and Dairies 
(Scotland) Act, 1914, which prohibits a veter- 
inary inspector from engaging in _ private 
practice in any district in which he holds office, 
save with the consent of the Department of 
Health. No such ban was placed on lawyers 
who acted as part-time clerks to local authori- 
ties, or part-time procurators fiscal, or on 
medical men who acted as part-time medical 
ofticers of health, ete., ete., and the singling 
out of the part-time veterinary inspector as the 
only official who was to be denied the liberty 
of practising his profession amongst those with 
whom he came into contact officially, was 
resented by many of the profession in Scotland, 
and by none more so than our President. In 
many areas the ban could not be enforced as 
the part-time inspector was the only practitioner 
for miles around and this increased the feeling 
of injustice felt by the few to whom it could 
be applied. Although the campaign for the 
removal of this iniquitous condition was 
unsuccessful Captain Campbell put up a good 
fight for justice to the profession in Scotland 
and earned its gratitude, 

To-day he still retains his position as Veter- 
inary Inspector for the Local Authority and in 
addition is a Local Veterinary Inspector for the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Port Deputy 
Inspector for Glasgow. 

The year which lies ahead will be a 
momentous one for our profession—difticulties, 
large and small, are bound to arise in the 
organisation of a State Veterinary Service, and 
the responsibilities attached to the office of 
President will be heavy; but ripe experience 
gained from long service to the profession, a 
passionate love of justice and unfailing courage 
are attributes with which Captain Campbell 
is endowed, and they will help him to carry 
out successfully the duties of his high office. 


PHARMACY AND POISONS ACT, 1933 


Attention is drawn to the notice published in 
the London and Edinburgh Gazettes dated July 
23rd, 1937, of the Secretary of State’s intention 
to make Rules amending the Poisons Rules, 1935, 
and an Order amending the Poisons List. Copies 
of the proposed amending Rules and Order may 
be obtained from H.M. Stationery Office or 
through any bookseller, price 1d, each. Any 
representations in regard to the —— Rules 
or Order should be made in writing addressed 
to the Under Secretary of State, Home Office, 
wee S.W.1, not later than September 2nd, 
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Closing Meeting 
(Adjourned Annual General Meeting) 


Captain Donald Campbell’s Induction as 
President 


PRESENTATION TO LOCAL SECRETARY 
AND VOTES OF THANKS 


The adjourned Annual General Meeting of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland (the closing meeting 
of Congress) was held at the Grand Hall, 
Town Hall, Bournemouth, on Friday (July 30th) 
at11.45a.m. The retiring President (Captain R. 
Simpson) took the Chair at the outset, there 
being a large number of delegates and visitors 
present, with their ladies. 

Captain Simpson: Before we commence the 
proceedings of this meeting, I should like to 
read to you a telegram which has just reached 
us as follows: ‘‘ Our heartiest wishes to you 
all for an enjoyable and a successful conference. 
Though we cannot be with you, be assured 
of our keenest interest in the great work of the 
Association.—Weldon and Ann Dalrymple- 
Champneys.” (Applause.) 


PRESENTATION TO DR. JORDAN 


Continuing, Captain Stmmpson said: At the 
commencement of this closing meeting, it is my 
pleasing duty and privilege to take this oppor- 
tunity of acknowledging the services of the man 
who has been mainly responsible for what I 
think will be regarded as one of our most success- 
ful Congresses. (Applause.) I think that you 
will agree that the organisation of a Congress 
such as this places a very considerable burden 
indeed on those who are responsible for arranging 
matters. There are several factors, as you know, 
which do contribute to the success of a conference 
but, undoubtedly the main burden falls on our 
Local Secretary, and we have been singularly 
fortunate in having Dr. Jordan to undertake 
those duties. (Applause.) He has been most 
enthusiastic, he has been full of energy and has 
had boundless tact and throughout rather an 
arduous week, when we have had fortunately 
quite a number more people to deal with than 
we expected, he has preserved his good temper 
throughout the whole of the week and his 
arrangements I am sure you will agree have 
been as perfect as it was possible for anyone to 
make them. Now I am perfectly sure, too, 
that we ought to acknowledge the fact that 
Dr. Jordan has been efficiently assisted by 
Mrs. Jordan. (Applause.) He could not have 
performed his duties nearly so well had it not 
been for her encouragement and help throughout 
the year. 

At a later stage due acknowledgment will be 
made to those who have assisted Dr. Jordan, 
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but I should like to take the opportunity 
myself of saying how much we are indebted 
to the Provisional Committee, to its Chairman, 
Professor Dalling, and its individual members. 
Particularly you will remember that on Tues- 
day the demonstrations were most effectively 
arranged and we were greatly indebted to Mr. 
Gould for all the work he did on that day. But 
finally I ought to say, too, that his chief clerk, 
Mr. Barrett, has been a most efficient assistant 
treasurer this week and prior to the Congress. 
(Applause.) 

In acknowledgment of all these services that 
Dr. Jordan has rendered to the Association, 
we have desired to present him with something 
as a memento and as a token of our esteem and 
regard, and I would ask Dr. Jordan to come 
forward and to receive from the Association 
this sporting gun. I hope he may have many 
pleasant days in the future in the country with 
it and that he will shoot well and straight, 
remembering with pleasure, I hope, the work 
he has done for the Association and the useful 
work he has also done in making this Congress 
a thorough success. (Applause.) 

In handing the gift to Dr. Jordan, Captain 
Simpson said: I would ask you to accept this 
token of our regard. We are very much indebted 
to you for all the work which you have done for 
us. (Applause.) 

Dr. JORDAN, in reply, said: There has been 
during the last week and before that, a certain 
amount of work to be done; there have been 
some embarrassing moments and_ certain 
moments have been very difficult, but this is the 
most difficult moment of all. It would surely 
seem very easy to stand here and say “‘ Thank 
you very much,” but, unfortunately, it is not so 
easy adequately to express my appreciation, 
not only to you, Sir, for the kind remarks 
you have just made and for the handsome 
present, which I have desired for many years 
and never could afford to buy one sufficiently 
good, but also for the kindness, friendliness and 
encouragement which I have received. Not 
only before the Congress but during the whole 
of the Congress, everyone has been grandly and 
tremendously enthusiastic and everyone has 
said, “‘ Poor old Secretary,” and it has meant 
a tremendous lot. Before, however, I do try 
and thank you, I should like to endorse what the 
President has said about the assistance I have 
received from all the members of the local 
committee. We were extraordinarily fortunate in 
having Professor Dalling as Chairman of the 
Committee and as soon as it was known he would 
occupy that position, the success of the Con- 
ference was assured immediately. (Applause.) 
I should also be very lacking if I did not express 
my thanks to Major Stewart Wood and Mr. 
Fenn-Smith, who made a lot of local arrange- 
ments, living as I do 70 miles from Bournemouth. 
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HEWLETT’S 


CALCIUM BORO-GLUCONATE 


INJECTION 


The best preparation for Milk Fever and Calcium Deficiency. Prepared 
only from drugs which conform to B.P. or equivalent tests for purity so that 


THE CALCIUM CONTENT NEVER VARIES. 


A clear stable solution containing 20% of Calcium Boro-Gluconate. 
RUBBER-CAPPED BOTTLES OF 400 c.c. 3/- each. W. QUARTS (6 lbs.) 2/9 per Ib. 


Also in 300, 200, 100 and 60 c.c. rubber-capped bottles and 10 c.c. and 5 c.c. ““Ampuliques.”” 


Illustrated List on application 
POWDER 
5/9 per lb. 


24 oz. PACKETS : 


C. J. HEWLETT & SON, LTD. 


35-42, CHARLOTTE STREET, LONDON, E.C.2. 


IN BULK (7 lbs.) 5/6 per Ib. 
BOXES OF SIX - 6/6 BOXES OF TWELVE - 12/- 


Dogs Poison Sore Places by Scratching 


Whenever a dog has acut or a scratch 
or a sore, it starts to scratch, and, 
naturally, only makes the trouble 
worse. You must stop the scratching 
before the bad patches will heal ; and 
you can only stop the scratching by 
stopping the itching. The easiest, 
safest way is to smear on some Sphag- 
nol Peat Ointment. It soothes and 
cools at once. 
grow on bare patches, and clears up 
unhealthy skin amazingly, for the 
peat it contains is strongly antiseptic. 
A well known breeder writes :—‘My 
stud Fox Terrier had slightly external 
ear canker. In spite of all treatment it 
got steadily worse until the ears hadn’t 


It helps new hair to 


SPHAGNOL VETERINARY OINTMENT 1/- per TIN—POST FREE 1/2. 
SPHAGNOL VETERINARY SOAP 10d. PER TABLET—POST FRFE 1/-, OR OBTAINABLE FROM YOUR CHEMIST 


a scrap of hair on them, and the edges 
were like saws. I'd been treating him 
myself for over four months, when I 
decided to try Sphagnol. It cured him 
perfecily in a month . . .” Always 
have Sphagnol at hand. Use it for 
every canine skin disease and hurt. 
If you have never tried Sphagnol, the 
makers will send you a free sample. 
Write to :— 

Peat Products (Sphagnol), Ltd., Dept. 
W.85, 21, Bush Lane, London, E.C.4. 


Sphadnol 


5/9 PER 1 LB. TIN—POST FREE 6/3 
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MASTITIS 


For the prevention and treatment of Mastitis we 
can recommend: 


Mastitis Vaccine, R.S.G. 


(For the prevention and treatment of Mastitis Catarrhalis). 
In Boxes containing 10 < 10 c.c. (Ampoules) 


Mastitis Vaccine B. 


We also supply a SPECIAL MASTITIS VACCINE which includes the 
organisms (Diplo-streptococci) found in many cases of the disease occurring 
in England and Scotland. 
This vaccine is put up in bottles of 50 c.c. with puncturable rubber caps. 
Price 5/- per bottle. Dose: 5 c.c. 
Excellent reports have been received as to the results obtained with this 
product. 


Pyogenes Mastitis Serum, 


Pyogenes Mastitis Vaccine 
(For the prevention and treatment of Mastitis due to 


B. Pyogenes Bovum infection). (Summer Mastitis) 
Pyogenes Mastitis Serum is supplied in Bottles of 20 c.c. & 40 c.c. 
Pyogenes Mastitis Vaccine is supplied in Ampoules of 10 c.c. 


Mastitis Serum 
(For the treatment of Acute Mastitis). 
In Bottles of 50 c.c. 


AUTOGENOUS MASTITIS VACCINE PREPARED. 


Prices and Particulars on application 


International Serum Company, Ltd. 
NORWICH 
Telegrams : “‘ SERUM, NORWICH.” Telephone : 2302 
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We also have to thank Mr. Golledge, of Trow- 
bridge, who was in charge of the operations, 
Mr. Begg and Mr. Caldwell for their hard work, 
and I should also like to thank Mr. Gould. 
You don’t know how many times I ’phoned 
Mr. Gould to please find patients, and it was not 
nearly so easy as you might believe. Mr. 
Gould is only just recovering from a serious 
operation, and I am afraid we have ‘‘ done him 
in,’’ because he is in bed now. I do want also 
to thank Mr. Knight. (Applause.) I really 
think Mr. Knight must regard a local secretary 
as an additional embarrassment to be shouldered 
throughout the Congress meetings. I do not 
feel I can thank him enough. I have ’phoned 
him and written to him, but he has always been 
quiet, pleasant, delighted to help and he refused 
to get flustered. He was very helpful in every 
possible way. I should not like you to think 
either, that the President merely comes to the 
Congress expecting everything to be arranged, 
leaving everything for everyone else to do and 
just walking in and saying “let us have it.”’ 
We have been in almost daily communication 
and nothing has been done or arranged without 
the President knowing exactly what was being 
done. We have had the utmost help and 
encouragement and suggestions from him and, 
if I am in order, I should very much like to 
thank him for all the help he has given me in 
trying to make this an efficiently-run Congress. 
(Applause. ) 

This present that I have chosen is possibly 
rather an unusual one. Mr. Knight approached 
me the other day and I conferred with my wife 
as to what we would like. I was immediately 
presented with a long list of domestic require- 
ments, and on looking through them I found 
they were all such of which she could boast 
to her lady friends who were far less fortunate 
than herself in not marrying a_ veterinary 
surgeon, or whose husband had never been a 
local secretary. (Laughter.) So I decided that, 
as this was a personal matter, I was going to 
have a very personal present and this is what I 
actually chose. Probably some of you do a bit 
of shooting and some do not, but for the benefit 
of those who don’t, I would say that a sporting 
gun of this quality is something like a good 
hunter to a hunting man, a fishing rod or a 
fountain pen—the sort of thing you don’t lend 
to your best friends. (Laughter.) For that reason 
you see why I chose such a thing. This I shall 
regard as a family heirloom. I shall look to this 
gun being picked up at shooting parties by my 
friends who will admire it and I shall feel 
terribly proud when they see by the inscription 
that it was presented to me by my friends 
and colleagues. I shall also be proud when my 
youngster picks up this gun with pride and says 
to his friends, “‘ That is the old man’s, someone 
presented it to him.’’ (Laughter.) 
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I have never enjoyed a Congress so much. 
It has afforded me an opportunity of renewing 
old acquaintances and making so many new 
ones. For that reason alone it would have been 
well worth while. I feel I have inadequately 
expressed my thanks to you all but at the same 
time I should like very sincerely indeed to say 
“Thank you very much.’ (Applause.) 


New President Inducted 


Captain SrmmPpson : I now come to what is the 
last act of my year of office, and it is my pleasure 
to transfer these insignia of office to my successor. 
When one gets to the end of a year of office, 
there are probably in one’s mind some mixed 
feelings; feelings, perhaps, of a certain amount 
of regret, and a certain amount of relief. But I 
feel 1 can confidently lay down my burden of 
office, feeling secure in the knowledge that I 
have got a worthy successor who will have 
the complete confidence of the whole Associa- 
tion. (Applause.) It would be unnecessary and, 
indeed, presumptuous on my part to attempt 
to extol the virtues of Mr. Donald Campbell, 
who has been elected unanimously as your 
President for 1937-38. (Applause.) But if I 
did try to express my feelings in regard to Mr. 
Campbell they would be these—that he has 
always shown a singleness of purpose, complete 
sincerity, and a profound attachment to our 
profession. (Applause.) I am sure, therefore, 
you have chosen a man in whom every section 
of the profession will have the most complete 
confidence. I have now much pleasure, Mr. 
Campbell, in transferring this badge and robe 
of office to you. 


[The retiring President installed Captain 
Donald Campbell, M.R.C.V.S., Rutherglen, 
the President-Elect, into office by placing upon 
him the robe, chain and badge of President. | 


Having invested the new President, Captain 
Simpson said: Mr. Campbell, I wish to be the 
first to congratulate you on succeeding to the 
post of President. It is, as you know, the highest 
office and the highest honour this Association 
can give you and I am sure I can say, with 
assurance, that you will have the support and 
the help of every member of the Association. 
I wish you a most successful and happy year of 
office. (Applause.) 

Mr. DONALD CAMPBELL then took the Pre- 
sential chair and said: You are making it very 
difficult for me. This must always be regarded 
as a moment of solemnity. It is solemn for our 
retiring President. Whatever relief he may 
feel, as he has expressed, in laying down his 
burden, he must, I imagine, also feel that 
for the time being at any rate, there has come 
into his life a sort of gap, a kind of emptiness— 
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I fancy so, at any rate. It is also solemn for me 
because I know I am taking over a task of great 
difficulty and delicacy. I am fortified in this, 
however, by one or two things. One is by the 
great example I have before me of my predeces- 
sor, and by the knowledge that I shall have 
him at my elbow, as it were, during the coming 
year to help me and to advise me. The 
other thing is by the assurance which I feel 
that I have the goodwill of everybody here. 
(Applause.) During this week my wife and I 
have been greatly touched by many manifesta- 
tions of that goodwill. I am really not going to 
make a speech just now, because I confess to 
you I am absolutely twittering with nervous- 
ness. I am not vain enough to say I shall make 
a good President, neither am I modest enough 
to say I shall make a bad one—I just don’t 
know. But whatever of capacity I have, what- 
ever of energy I have, whatever of zeal I have, 
whatever of loyalty I have, they are all placed 
without reserve at your disposal. (Applause.) 
Captain Simpson, ladies and gentlemen, I can 
say no more except to thank you again for the 
very great confidence you have reposed in me. 
(Applause. ) 


Thanks to Retiring President 


The PRESIDENT: My first duty as your Pre- 
sident is one which must be, at the very least, 
as pleasant as any duty can possibly be to me 
during the year that is coming, and that is 
to ask you to vote your thanks to our retiring 
President, Captain Simpson. (Applause.) Captain 
Simpson, I am sure, must be rather tired of 
hearing me sounding his praises this week, but 
I want to say it is a good tune, anyway, even 
though it is not very well sung, so it is worth 
hearing again. Captain Simpson’s qualities 
have been apparent to you all. You know the 
value of the work that he has done, the unstinted 
service he has given. His work is now enshrined 
in the records of this Association, but I would 
ask you to show in the usual fashion that you 
do appreciate all that he has done and that you 
accord him the warmest thanks that you can. 
Thank you, Captain Simpson. (Applause.) 

Major RABAGLIATI: Although I am quite 
sure the proposition so ably and nicely proposed 
by our new President does not require a seconder, 
as an old and personal friend of Captain Simpson, 
I would just like to say a few words on this 
occasion. Although Captain Simpson has only 
held office just over eleven months, I feel sure 
the work he has put in for this Association 
must have made him feel that he has been in the 
Chair for at least two or even three years. 
(Applause.) I think it is absolutely true that 
since the commencement of this Association, 
there has never been a year of such great 
jmportance as the one which is just closing. 
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There have been so many details and unexpected 
matters arising which have required the personal 
attention of our President. Captain Simpson 
has from time to time been good enough to tell 
me of some of the work he has done for this 
Association and some of the negotiations he 
has had to carry through, but I know quite well 
that all I have heard is only a small modicum 
of what he has done. I feel, therefore, that you 
will agree that in this very difficult year we 
could not have had a man to take more interest 
in every member of the profession. Whether 
we be practitioners, whether we be research 
workers, whether we be whole-time officers 
or any other members of the profession, it does 
not matter, none of us has escaped Captain 
Simpson’s personal attention. Captain Simpson 
is now leaving the Presidential Chair of this 
Association with its flag flying, not only where 
he found it, but I think, considerably higher up 
on the pole. (Applause.) 

Captain Smmpson : I think at this stage all that 
I can say, and I say it very sincerely, is, thank 
you very much. I would be less than human 
if I did not appreciate the fact that you have 
appreciated my services. But I must say during 
my year of office it has been a very great pleasure 
indeed for me to put forward every possible 
effort to help on the work of this Association 
of which I have been a member for so many years 
and the interests of which I have so much at 
heart. I should like also to say in a final word 
how much I have been indebted to Mr. Knight 
and to the officers of the Association and to the 
members of the committees. They have backed 
me up wonderfully during the year and it is 
largely due to their confidence and to the 
feeling that I have had your confidence, that 
I have been able to do something, I hope, for 
the Association. I thank you very much indeed, 
Sir, and you, ladies and gentlemen.. (Applause.) 


VOTES OF THANKS 


Captain J. R. BARKER was called on by the 
President to propose the next resolution. He 
said: It is my pleasure to propose a vote of 
thanks to the Corporation of Bournemouth 
for providing the accommodation for the 
purposes of the Congress and facilities for the 
comfort and entertainment of the visitors. 
I feel that those of us who have enjoyed the 
hospitality of the Corporation of Bournemouth 
during the week feel they have contributed 
in a very large measure to the undoubted 
success that this Conference has been. They 
have placed at our disposal this hall, the 
exhibition hall, many rooms and also facilities 
for demonstrations at the Corporation yard, 
and in addition to that, they granted to us a 
civie reception. I feel sure that each member 
ought to know that these have been given 
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without cost to the Association. (Applause.) 
We have had the pleasure. of meeting the 
Deputy-Mayor. His peculiar charm and his 
peculiar wit, and his assiduity in looking after 
our Scottish delegates and seeing they were 
not neglected have all added to the charm of 
our being in Bournemouth, and I am confident 
that you will accord this vote of thanks your 
very heartiest reception. (Applause.) 

Dr. W. R. WOOLDRIDGE was next called on 
by the President. He said: One of the most 
pleasurable tasks of a pleasurable Congress is 
to render thanks to all of those to whom we are 
indebted for the success of the Congress. 
Unfortunately it is not possible to have anything 
but a composite motion on this subject. I move 
that the readers of papers, the openers of discus- 
sions, operators and demonstrators be thanked 
for their contributions to the success of the 
Congress; that the Provisional Committee 
and Local Secretary be thanked for the labours 
entailed in the arranging of details of the 
Congress, and that the five Divisions, namely, 
the Southern Counties, Sussex, South-Eastern, 
Mid-West and Western Counties Divisions 
be thanked for the hospitality extended to us 
by their welcome to the Congress last Sunday 
evening. It is common knowledge that no 
Congress is a success without very good papers 
and without vivid and lively discussions. 
Those points are usually assured at Veterinary 
Congresses and this Congress has been no 
exception. A Provisional Committee and all its 
members have a great deal of work to do. 
They are, of course, to a large extent, directed 
by those we have already thanked, but we 
must remember that each member has, through- 
out the year pulled his weight and to my mind 
the greatest sign of the efficiency of this year’s 
Provisional Committee, its Secretary, Chairman, 
and its various other chairmen of sub-com- 
mittees is the fact that they have done their 
work so quietly, there has been no ostentation 
about them, they have merely carried on with 
their duties and done them well. Finally, it is 
always a great pleasure to the parent Association 
to feel that its visit to any locality is greatly 
appreciated by those Divisions therein resident, 
and so, to begin a Congress with a reception 
by the five Divisions which impinge upon the 
locality of the Congress indeed ensures that that 
subsequent Congress will be a marked success. 
I have very great pleasure in moving this 
composite motion. (Applause.) 

Mr. J. TuTtT: I wish to propose a very hearty 
vote of thanks be given to the Bournemouth 
and District Constitutional Club for granting 
the privilege of honorary membership of the 
club to members attending the club and to the 
Ferndown Golf Club for allowing our golf 
competitions to be played on their course. 
(Applause.) 
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Mr. STEELE-BODGER: Mine is a vote of thanks 
which requires great tact. That is why it has 
been entrusted to me. (Laughter.) But it is a 
very important one, that of proposing a vote of 
thanks to the Press. This year, I believe we have 
been treated to a very considerable measure of 
publicity, particularly in the local Press : perhaps 
not in the London papers to the amount which 
we, aS members of this Association, consider 
we are entitled to owing to the importance 
of this Association. But certainly we have had 
good publicity. I should, however, like to draw 
the attention of the Press to one thing which 
has been commented on to no little extent. 
One day this week I noticed an inset in heavy 
type, “‘ Vet. and Mike.”’ One cannot, perhaps, 
object to the term ‘“ mike” for microphone, 
but one can and does object to the word “ Vet.” 
for veterinary surgeon. If I may extend a kindly 
rebuke to the Press, I desire to tell them that 
we do like to be termed veterinary surgeons 
and not “ vets.’”’ I do want you to accord a very 
hearty vote of thanks to the Press for their 
kindness and consideration to us at this Congress. 
(Applause. ) 


RESOLUTION: BIOLOGICAL PRODUCTS 


The PRESIDENT: I understand there is a 
resolution to come before this meeting to be 
moved by Mr. Watkins. 

Mr. C. V. WATKINS: A resolution was carried 
unanimously at the second meeting of the 
Experimental Pathology Section of this Con- 
gress. It is as follows: ‘‘ Whereas it has been 
clearly shown that some biological products at 
present offered for use in the control of animal 
diseases are devoid of essential elements, this 
meeting is of opinion that the Association should 
urge the further extension and operation of 
Part II of the Diseases of Animals Acts, 1935.” 

The PRESIDENT: I suggest the best procedure 
would be to refer that resolution to the Council. 
(Agreed.) 


Declaration of the Close of Congress 


The PRESIDENT: We now come to the stage 
of the declaration of the close of the Congress. 
Every Congress seems to me to be getting better 
than its predecessors. That is, I think, an 
indication of two things—of the growth of the 
Association and of the feeling among the 
members of the Association that we have 
corporate unity and it is good for us all to meet 
together to exchange views. A week ago to-day 
we were all looking forward to the Congress and 
now we are reaching the stage of looking back. 
It has been a memorable Congress and I hope we 
shall look upon it as one of the bright weeks, 
and that we are all pledged now to attend next 
year’s Congress. I declare the Congress of 1937 
closed. (Applause.) 
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Papers Presented to 
Congress 


We reproduce below the first of the series of 
papers presented to the delegates attending the 
Bournemouth Congress of the N.V.M.A., 
together with the discussion by the Experi- 
mental Pathology Section of its subject, ‘“ The 
Diseases of Poultry—Some Diseases of the 
Digestive Tract, including a note on Fowl 
Paralysis.” The paper was presented by Mr. 
W. P. Blount, F.r.c.v.s., of Lewes, the discussion 
being opened by Professor Thomas Dalling, 
M.R.C.V.S., Of Cambridge. 

In succeeding issues there will be published, 
in the order in which they were considered 
by Congress, the following papers and reports 
of discussions thereupon: (2) That to the Public 
Health Section by Mr, D, J. Anthony, M.R.C.v.s., 
D.v.S.M. (vict.), Brierley Hill, on ‘“ Veterinary 
Inspection in Bacon Factories”; (3) “ The 
Control of Tuberculosis by means of the Tuber- 
culin Test” (Public Health Section), by Mr. 
A, Douglas, M.R.C.v.S., D.vV.S.M. (vicT.), Ayr; 
(4) “The Application of Vaccine Therapy” 
(Experimental Pathology Section), by Dr, W. 8S. 
Gordon, M.R.C.v.S., Midlothian; (5) “ Stuttgart 
Disease and Nephritis” (Veterinary Medicine 
and Surgery Section), by Mr. Nevill S. King, 
M.R.C.V.S., Leatherhead; and (6) “ The Clinical 
Aspects and Treatment of ‘ Hoose’ (Parasitic) 
and Allied Conditions in Cattle” (Veterinary 
Medicine and Surgery Section), by Mr. R. H. 
Smythe, M.r.c.v.s., Camborne, 


No. 1—Diseases of Poultry 


Some Diseases of the Digestive Tract, including 
a note on Fowl Paralysis 


W. P. BLOUNT, F.R.C.v.s., 
LEWES 
INTRODUCTION. 

During the past 15 years, veterinarians have 
taken considerable interest in the welfare of the 
poultry industry, but it would appear that the 
profession as a whole has been content to rely 
on the prestige afforded it by its early workers 
(notably at the Ministry’s Veterinary Labora- 
tory, Weybridge) rather than to acquaint itself 
with modern poultry problems. 

What real progress has been made since the 
adoption of the blood agglutination test for 
B.W.D., and the preparation of fowl pox 
vaccines—both prior to 1930 ? 

There has been little outstanding to note, but 
the good work of veterinarians at advisory 
centres deserves specific mention. Nevertheless, 
the mortality rate in growing poultry has 
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increased considerably and yet we have few, if 
any, effective weapons at hand to control the 
many disease conditions which operate during 
the rearing season. However, this is not sur- 
prising, because once a diagnosis (usually post- 
mortem) has been given, further progress is 
frequently barred, partly because poultry disease 
research is almost at a standstill (due to lack of 
finance) but also because of our meagre know- 
ledge of avian physiology. It had been hoped 
to consider this latter subject in some detail, 
but owing to space limitations, it will be 
necessary to refer only to the digestive system 
and certain diseases related thereto—including 
fowl paralysis. Reluctantly, therefore, the 
equally interesting features of the blood vascular, 
respiratory, endocrine, excretory and _ repro- 
ductive systems cannot now be discussed. 


THE DIGESTIVE TRACT 


Those who study poultry will probably agree 
that more diseases arise directly or indirectly 
from the alimentary canal than from any other 
part of the body. Therefore, a clear conception 
of the physiology of this tract is essential to a 
proper understanding of these diseases. 

The absence of a starch ferment in the saliva, 
and of teeth in the molar region, has rendered 
it necessary for the hen to have three 
“stomachs.” Firstly, the crop for the bacterial 
digestion of starch and the softening of fibre by 
acids thus produced. Secondly, the proventri- 
culus where the gastric ferments are formed ; 
and thirdly, the gizzard where acid secretion 
takes place. From experiments carried out 
three years ago, it was not possible to demon- 
strate any starch or fat ferments prior to the 
duodenum. An enzyme practically indistin- 
guishable from pepsin, dependent upon the 
presence of an acid co-partner—and a second 
rennin-like ferment (capable of clotting milk) 
were the only two to be demonstrated, and both 
were formed in the proventriculus. 

In addition to the production of free hydro- 
chloric acid, the major function of the gizzard 
is to triturate foodstuffs so as to expose as large 
a surface as possible to the action of the organic 
solvents and ferments. For efficient “ grinding ”’ 
of food in the gizzard, stones, pebbles, “‘ grit,” 
gravel or other hard insoluble, or relatively 
insoluble, material is a necessity. 

At birth, and during the first few months of 
life, the gizzard is unduly large, thus further 
stressing its physiological importance for the 
growing chick, e.g. :— 

Age 
Weight of gizzard in proportion *e 


The proximity of the ‘exit’ from the 
gizzard to its ‘‘ entrance,” at first sight appears 
remarkable, but a careful study of the structural 
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arrangement of the powerful muscles of the 
gizzard generally, and in particular, of that 
special accessory pouch from which leads the 
duodenum, shows quite clearly a sphincter or 
“trap ’—a substitute for, though not identical 
with, the mammalian pyloric sphincter. Under 
normal circumstances, only fluids or finely 
ground foodstuffs pass into the small intestines. 
If, however, a bird acquires an excess of flint 
grit through lack of experience, motherly advice, 
or mismanagement, then this may easily over- 
flow, and (as a foreign body) irritate the intes- 
tinal mucosa. This also occurs in disease, 7.e., 
should the nerve leaving the solar plexus and 
supplying the proventriculus and gizzard be out 
of function, e.g., fowl paralysis, then, whole 
grain may also be found in the affected bird’s 
droppings. 

When considering the small intestines, it is of 
help to be able to subdivide them into the 
usually recognised limits, i.e., duodenum, 
jejunum, and ileum. A naked-eye examination 
of the mucous membrane will not help, but the 
following are fixed points which will assist :— 

(1) Where the two bile and three pancreatic 
duets join the intestines, there lies the point of 
demarcation between the duodenum and jejunum. 

(2) About midway between this point and the 
junction of the caecal tubes (which marks the 
termination of the ileum and also the com- 
mencement of the colon) there will be found on 
the exterior of the gut a small villus-like process 
about 2 mms. long (the remains of the vitelline 
ligament whereby the yolk sac was attached to 
the intestines) which marks the arbitrary 
junction between the jejunum and ileum. This 
projection is sometimes found to have attached 
to its free extremity a small remnant of in- 
spissated yolk, sometimes of great value in 
assessing the age at which chilling or other 
“ check ” has taken place. 


A discourse on the many ferments of the 
succus entericus and pancreatic secretions would 
be irrelevant, but it is of interest to note that 
avian bile does not differ greatly from that of 
other animals in that it contains no ferment but 
plays a very active and demonstrable part in 


the reduction of surface tension in the small. 


intestines. Vigorous reverse peristalsis may 
produce typical bile-staining (green) in the 
gizzard, which should not be confused with the 
pigmentation due to the ingestion of fresh green 
grass. 
THE CAECAL TUBES are especially interesting 
because :— 
(1) They are guarded by a large collection 
of lymphoid tissue—the “‘ caecal tonsils.” 
(2) Their fermenting contents contrast 
markedly with either that of the ileum or 
colon, and are evacuated only at relatively 
long intervals. 
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(5) They are frequently the site of 
important protozoal and helminthic acti- 


vities. 

(4) They are dispensable. 

(5) Apparently, their digestive function 
concerns the conversion of a small portion 
of fibre (by bacteria) into glucose and 
organic acids for energy purposes, but their 
lymphoid activities may be more important. 

(6) Unlike the caecum of mammals, they 
appear to play no part in the excretion of 
‘aleium, but from the consistency of their 
contents it is not improbable that fluids are 
excreted—including iron compounds. 


The colon, terminating in the rectum immedi- 
ately prior to the cloaca, has few features of 
note, except its relatively small length. Balloon- 
ing of the terminal portion of the large intestines 
may be an important symptom in fowl paralysis, 
in certain cases of chronic nephritis, and also in 
‘‘ overheating ” in young chicks. 

Finally, in the examination of the cloaca, the 
associated Bursa of Fabricus calls for attention, 
as does the double penis of the cock, whilst in 
the day-old chick a careful scrutiny of the 
ventral aspect will reveal the so-called “Genital 
Eminence *’’—this is essential for the sexing of 
day-old chicks. 


THE DROPPINGS (FAECES) 


A naked-eye examination of these can prove 
of the greatest value in the investigation of 
outbreaks of disease on the farm, because they 
frequently indicate the state of the functional 
activity of the kidneys, liver, and gizzard. The 
colour and consistency of the droppings may 
also indicate undue caecal fermentation, a 
bacterial or parasitic enteritis, and stasis of the 
rectum. Experience should quickly tell the 
veterinarian whether the specimen of faeces 
under examination is from the rectum, ileum or 
‘aecal tubes, and whether it is normal or indica- 
tive of disease. 

There have been many errors of diagnosis by 
poultry farmers themselves, due to the belief 
that the brick-red mucus-slime which frequently 
accompanies defaecation in pullets reared in 
‘arks ”’ or ‘ folds’ on dry mash with a fairly 
high percentage of bran is coccidiosis. Repeated 
microseopie examinations have shown that this 
is definitely not due to, nor associated with, 
coccidiosis. 

Finally, a study of the faeces is incomplete 
without a microscopic examination for parasites. 
In this connection, mention must be made of 
the numerous incorrect and misleading diagnoses 
given in the field by representatives of food 
firms, ete., who have no microscope, and who 
have had no adequate training in poultry 
disease diagnosis. 
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It seems a great pity the poultry industry has 
had to rely on such unqualified assistance for 
help with its disease problems, but it is still not 
too late for veterinarians to interest themselves 
in practical poultry pathology, especially if 
Principals of Veterinary Colleges will assist by 
initiating short courses for practitioners in the 
essentials of avian disease diagnosis in the field. 


INBORN ERRORS OF STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION 
RELATIVE TO THE DIGESTIVE TRACT 


Occasionally, post-mortem examinations of 
immature birds reveal marked atrophy of the 
liver and gizzard, often also of the heart and 
spleen. As a contrast the small intestines may 
be much longer than normal, atonic and full of 
undigested food. Affected birds are of normal 
size (though usually underweight, and sexually 
undeveloped)—they show no signs of disease 
and probably represent ‘‘ natural culls.”’ 

It is suggested these conditions are the result 
of “‘ breeding errors,” that they are inborn, and 
thus present evidence of improper farm manage- 
ment. Typical examples are :— 


Reference Reference Reference 
Normal. 2/865/1135 21835/5735 81134/30135 


Heart ... 10grammes 7 2-6 4 
Duodenum lI2inches_ 13 13 
Jejunum 
and } 58inches 73 67 79 
Ileum 
Caecum... 8}inches 9}§ 9 10 
Rectum ... 5}inches 7 5 6 
Liver... 36grammes 26 18 
Blackgut 


Blackgut, first described by Anthony Jackson 
and Joyce (1931) in pigs, was shown to be due 
to ferrous sulphide becoming precipitated in the 
intestinal mucosa. Veterinarians who carry out 
poultry post-mortem work frequently notice a 
similar black pigmentation in parts of the 
intestines, especially throughout the duodenum 
—even when other portions of the small intestine 
are relatively free. In unilateral pustular 
typhlitis the affected caecal tube shows a much 
heavier degree of pigmentation than the non- 
affected, whilst there is a complete absence of it 
in those parts of the tubes where the mucous 
membrane is infiltrated by lymphoid nodules. 

Since the sulphur in the caecal type is un- 
doubtedly of bacterial origin, this probably also 
applies to the duodenum, for there is little 


chance that it may have appeared there as a. 


result of digestion. Two or three points still 
require elucidating :— 

(1) Is the iron in the duodenal type under- 
going absorption or excretion ? . 

(2) What governs the production of the 
neutral-alkaline reaction requisite for the pre- 
cipitation of the iron-sulphur compound, and is 
this related to the health of the affected bird or 
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merely governed by the state of the intestines 
post-mortem ? 

(3) What is the factor common to the duo- 
denum and caecal tubes which allows the maxi- 
mum development of blackgut in these sites’ 


THE CONCENTRATION OF H IONS RELATIVE TO 
THE INTESTINES 


The chemical reaction of the gastric and 


_intestinal contents in the fowl differs somewhat 


from those in man whereby the former in health 
are always on the “acid” side of neutrality, 
and an alkaline reaction in any part of the 
digestive tract must be considered pathological. 

The maintenance of this non-alkaline state is 
doubtless due in great measure to the production 
of organic acids by bacteria—notably in the 
crop and caecal tubes. The hydrochloric acid 
secreted in the gizzard is equally important, 
whilst the nearly neutral reaction of the bile 
ensures that neutralisation of the gastric juices 
does not take place to any degree comparable 
with that of man where the pH of the pancreatic 
enzymes is 8-3 to 9 (Grant, 1930) and the con- 
tents of the small intestines pH 8-3 (MacLeod, 
1922). 

As a contrast, the following points in the 
present-day management of poultry should be 
noted :— 

(1) Intensive rearing frequently favours the 
development of an alkaline state in the intestinal 
contents. Whether this is due to the particular 
foods fed, the absence of certain nutritional 
factors, e.g., green food, vitamin ©, or living 
animal proteins (slugs, insects, etc.) is uncertain. 
Nevertheless, birds fed on a given ration and 
housed intensively when contrasted with similar 
birds fed on the same ration but housed in folds 
on grass, show marked differences in the pH of 
their intestinal contents, thus :— 


FEEDING EXPERIMENTS 
pH ~—s No. of 
Caecal Duodenal Chicks 
Contents. Contents. Examined. 


Coccidiosis - free chicks 

reared indoors on Mash 

Coccidiosis - free chicks 

reared out of doors, also 

fed with Mash “A”... 6°5 5-8 40 


(2) Dry mash feeding favours an improper 
functioning of both the crop and gizzard, which 
will automatically effect a change in the 
acidity of the intestines. Since the food is 
already ground, it will pass from the gizzard 
into the intestines more quickly than normal. 
Therefore succeeding feeds remain in the crop a 
shorter period than usual and so crop distension 
is inadequate. Experiments show. that when 
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chicks are fed on “ pellets”? or “ nuts” com- 
pared with dry mash (continuously) twice as 
many of the former chicks fill their crops. 
Practical confirmation of this fact is also 
obtained from the experience of expert Sussex 
fatteners, who, when “ cramming ”’ chicken, can 
quickly determine those birds with a small crop 


capacity due to dry mash feeding. (Burchett, 
1935.) 
FEEDING EXPERIMENTS 
continuous supply of either “nuts” 


(pellets) or dry mash was available for the 
chicks. Chicks were handled three times daily 
to ascertain the distension of the crop. Duration 
of experiment, 10 days. Number of chicks 
involved, 40. Number of observations made, 


887. 
Masi. 
Capacity. 
Full or ? full. Half full. Empty or } full. 
9 a.m. 10 29 101 
2 p.m. 37 42 71 
5 p.m. 53 46 51 
Total ... 100 117 223 = 440 
Average Weight of Chick. 
Commencement of experiment 5:2 ozs. 
Finish of experiment 8-6 ozs. 
Average gain ... 3-4 ozs. 


Crop Capacity. 


Full or ? full. Half full. Empty or } full. 
9 a.m. 44 47 59 
2 p.m. 68 36 46 
5 p.m. 88 33 26 
Total 200 116 131 = 447 
he erage Weight of Chick. 
Commencement of experiment , 5-4 ozs 
Finish of experiment 9-1 ozs 
Average gain ... 3:7 ozs 


The foregoing experiment is one of a series. 


being carried out in collaboration with, and by, 
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Mr. A. E. Holman, N.p.P., Poultry Advisor, 
British Oil and Cake Mills, Ltd., Hull, to whom 
thanks are due. 

(3) The unlimited feeding of lime-containing 
grits for chicks, or pullets not in lay, will auto- 
matically ensure that partial neutralisation of 
crop and gizzard acids occurs. A similar result 
will follow the indiscriminate use of mineral 
mixtures (rich in CaCO,) when rations contain 
other and adequate supplies of lime in the form 
of dried milk, fish meal, meat and bone meal, 
bone meal, alfalfa, and “hard ”’ water. Added 
to which, the land may be chalky, or be “‘limed ” 
heavily and regularly ina futile effort to counter- 
act internal parasites and their eggs. 

(4) It is not difficult to realise that some of 
the grain offals and other foods fed to poultry 
favour a reduction in the acid state of the 
intestines, either because such foodstuffs are 
themselves more alkaline than others, or because 
they contain ‘‘ buffering ’’ properties, i.e., the 
ability to absorb quantities of acids without 
altering their own reaction (pH) in an appro- 
priate degree. Oats, for example, are recognised 
as an acid food (Balint and Weiss, 1932) and 
from experiments they also appear to have little 
‘‘ buffering ’’ power. Contrasted with this, bran 
is definitely a less acid food, whilst middlings 
and milk both have well marked “ buffering ”’ 
properties due to their phosphate or ree 
contents, thus :— 


THE HyproGEN ION CONCENTRATION OF FOODSTUFFS 


7 1 : 10,000 Lactic 
Acid (pH 3:2) 


Foods. pH at pH at added to each 
100°C. Foodstuff. 
Meat and Bone 6-6 6-6 6-2 
Bran 6-6 6-0 
Meat 6-4 6-5 5-9 
Dried Milk 6-4 6-2 
Fish 6-2 6-3 5-9 
Middlings ... 6-2 5:8 5:8 
Soya 6-2 5-8 5-8 
Maize 6:1 6-0 55 
Sussex Ground Oats 6-1 6-0 4°7 
Alfalfa one 6-0 5-8 5-0 
Barley 5-8 5-9 
Dried Yeast 5-4 5:3 4:7 
Ovamax 5:3 5:3 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Tue Errect oF Acip CoMPOUNDS ON THE PH oF THE DicesTivE Tract OF CHICKS 


Number of birds examined—18 


Lithium Calcium Ammonium Magnesium 1: 320 1 : 320 
chloride. chloride. chloride. chloride. Lactic acid. Hydrochloric acid. 
Crop ‘ 4-4 4-4 4-4 4-6 4-0 4°3 
Proventriculus 4-6 5-6 5-1 5-1 5-1 5°5 
Gizzard 3:9 4:8 3:8 4-4 3-9 4-1 
Duodenum 6-0 6-0 5-9 5-9 5-7 6-0 
Jejunum 6:3 5-7 5-8 5-7 5-1 5-6 
Ileum 6-9 6-3 6-6 6:1 5:8 6-1 
Caecum 7:7 71 6-6 7:3 6-6 6-9 
7-0 6-4 6:4 6-3 5-8 6-0 


Rectum 


| 
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In an endeavour to discover experimentally 
some factors capable of altering the chemical 
reaction of the digestive tract contents in 
growing chicks, two lines of approach have been 
used :— 

(a) The feeding of chemical compounds. 

(6) Altering the method of feeding the chicks, 
e.g., grain versus mash feeding, etc. 


A glance at the Table at the foot of previous 
page shows that an alteration is possible. 


The following points should be noted :— 


(1) Of the four chlorides used, the ammonium 
salt alone appeared to lower the caecal pH. 


(2) The effect of lithium chloride on the 
secretion of the proventriculus, and its adverse 
effect on the contents of the lower intestines also 
requires comment, and should be contrasted 
with that of ammonium chloride. 

(3) Lactic acid appears to be somewhat 
superior to hydrochloric acid, but lactose appears 
of prime importance as an aid to acidifying the 
caecal tube contents. This may in part explain 
the value of dried milk preparations in the 
treatment of caecal coccidiosis. 

(4) Wet mash appears to give a healthier 
reaction in the caecal tubes compared with dry 
mash. 


FEEDING EXPERIMENTS 


pH pH No. of 
Caecal Duodenal Chicks 
Contents. Contents. Examined. 


Grain, Mash and 


Cod-Liver Oil ... 7-5 6-2 11 
Dry Mash . wile 7:3 6-1 18 
Wet Mash . 6-9 6-2 12 

4-6 — ll 


Lactose and ‘Mash... 


The Concentration of Hydrogen Ions Relative 
to Coccidiosis 


Briefly, it may be stated that investigations 
have shown that there is a displacement of the 
normal acid reaction of the intestines, not only 
under certain conditions of management, but also 
coinciding with the onset of coccidiosis. Here the 
reaction shifts so that the pH is raised and 
frequently an actual alkaline state exists. 
Presumably therefore, acid treatments which 
have been in use for years, e.g., HCL, sour milk, 
etc., probably owe part of their success to 
neutralisation of this alkaline state. If the 
disease is allowed to advance untreated, the 
reaction shifts back to the acid side pari passu 
with the degree of tissue destruction. Therefore, 
providing internal haemorrhage or other import- 
ant sequelae do not occur, the disease will cure 
itself, no doubt due in part to the organic acids 
produced in situ. 


_ THE IN CABCAL Coccrpiosis (Cucks) 


Canna No. of 
Contents Birds 
pH. Examined. 
Infestation slight ... 7-2 17 
Infestation moderate 7-1 15 
Infestation heavy 6-77 10 
Acute type with blood ... 6-5 y 
Chronic type with solid caecal pus 71 7 
Experimental cockerels free from 
all caecal parasites... 6-3 17 
Experimental cockerels with both 
caecal worms and caecal cocci- 
diosis ... 6-9 10 


DIAGNOSIS 
Concerning the diagnosis of coccidiosis, it 
would be interesting to hear members express 
their views on the data they consider necessary 
before a positive diagnosis can be given relative 
to 

(1) Odcysts. 

(2) Lesions—intestinal or hepatic. 

(3) Microscopic (not histological) examin- 
ation for stages in the life history of coccidia 
within the animal body prior to the forma- 
tion of odcysts (¢.g., sporozoites or mero- 
zoites). 


DUODENAL COoccrDIosiIs IN CHICKS 


Recent investigations suggest that duodenal 
coccidiosis may affect chicks, but, because the 
affected birds die early, i.e., before odcyst 
formation has taken place, microscopic examin- 
ations only reveal large numbers of asexual 
schizonts. Further, since these are non-resistant, 
and as no oécysts are excreted in the droppings, 
the disease is not widespread throughout the 
brooder, but confined to individual chicks. 


Fowl Paralysis 


This subject is so full of interest that a dis- 
cussion on it by veterinarians would probably 
occupy at least one day; therefore, in this 
paper attention will be directed to certain 
limited aspects only. 

The theories propounded by various writers 
vary very widely in their conception of the 
possible causative factor (if indeed it is singular, 
and not plural), and of late, attention has been 
arrested by the statements of Downham anid 
Hamilton. 

Downham’s theory must be questioned 
because at no time is there any haematological 
evidence to show that “ excessive demands are 
made upon the blood-forming organs,”’ or that 
as a result “‘ the supply of normal defence cells 
becomes exhausted ”’ (Downham, 1937). 

Since the body is capable of producing several 
hundred thousand white blood cells per cubic 
millimetre in true leukaemias, there seems little 
reason to suppose that this would not happen 
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in true fowl paralysis were it due to lymphatic 
overstimulation. Further, why do the circulating 
elements not show, in addition to evidence of 
such suggested stimulation and depletion, cells 
intermediate between the normal lymphocytes 
and the other varieties of non-granular cell 
found in the lymphoid infiltrations of the 
affected tissues ? 

Since the primary damage in the alimentary 
canal is believed by Downham (1936) to be due 
to intestinal parasites, an eosinophilia might be 
expected, but such is not a constant feature of 
fowl paralysis, nor are the parasites themselves. 
Also, Warrack and Dalling have shown that 
fowl paralysis can develop absolutely indepen- 
dent of any intestinal parasites. 

To quote further: “ At the outset the eggs 
are deficient in essential substances which are 
necessary to disease resistance, because an 
adequate supply of fresh green food has been 
absent from their rations in the winter months, 
and the amount of sunlight, which is small 
during these months, has been further reduced 
by the fact that the birds have been encouraged 
to remain indoors.” 

This statement would appear to have no 
direct bearing on the development of fowl 
paralysis, because birds which suffer from this 
disease do not show, as chicks, a special or 
constant tendency to be affected with xeroph- 
thalmia, ‘“‘ One-eyed Roup,”’ pharyngeal ulcera- 
tion or nephritis, infestations of Ascaridia, 
respiratory infections, delayed or improper 
calcification (rickets). Yet these are the maladies 
associated with a deficiency or absence of 
vitamins A and D,*‘ these essential substances ”’ 
in fresh green food and sunlight. 

Hamilton (1937) writes: “It was thought, 
after observing a very high percentage of 
enlarged gall bladders . . . that metabolism of 
fat might be associated with the inducement of 
the condition (lymphomatosis). An experiment 
is now in progress.” 

The primary error in this hypothesis lies in 
the fact that no evidence has been adduced to 
show that the enlargement of the gall bladder 
concerned is other than physiological, and even 
if that were proved, there are still several 
different causes to be eliminated before it can 
be considered a specific feature of fowl paralysis. 
It is well known that animals deprived of food 
show over-full gall bladders and the writer 
considers the enlargement found in fowl paralysis 
to be associated with hunger—i.e., temporary 
starvation, and that it is neither constant nor 
specific for fowl paralysis. 

Hamilton suggests that the absorption and 
transportation of excess fat globules into the 
lacteals may overstimulate the lymphocytes, 
but there is no evidence to show that Nature is 
incapable of responding to this stimulation. 
In addition to which, would not the affected 
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birds at some period be fatter than usual ? 
However, recent experiments have confirmed 
that (1) lymphocytes are not necessary for the 
absorption of fat (Drinker and Field, 1933), and 
(2) when a digestive lymphocytosis does occur 
it is a phenomenon of absorption generally and 
not specifically for fat transportation purposes 
(Schafer, 1934). 

The work of Emmel (1936) approaches from 
a new angle the subject of dysfunctions of the 
haemopoietic system in poultry, but Dalling 
(1936), using Salmonella cultures obtained from 
Emmel himself, has failed to -initiate fowl 
paralysis. Nevertheless, since lymphoidal stimu- 
lation frequently occurs in chronic toxaemias 
(Digby, 1919), further work on the lines adopted 
by Emmel should be initiated in an attempt to 
confirm his own highly interesting results. 

If it is accepted that a living organism 
(virus ?), transmissible under certain cireum- 
stances, exists, there is a strong probability that 
certain variants occur with differing degrees of 
pathogenicity, apart from the quantitative 
factor. This would then explain how it is 
possible in some cases for the disease to break 
out in young pullets (aged 5-12 weeks) without 
the intervention of internal parasites. On the 
other hand, if a bird’s resistance is high, the 
lymphomatosis (inheritable or injectable) factor 
may be suppressed until secondary or precipi- 
tating causes operate — notably parasites. 
Nevertheless, even though a primary causal 
‘seed’? can be postulated and accepted, the 
condition of the “ soil ”’ (i.e., the bird’s tissues) 
must receive careful study, just as it does in 
horticultural investigations. The writer would 
like to draw attention to the acid base equilibrium 
of the hen and a possible bearing this may have 
on stock resistant or susceptible to fowl paralysis, 
especially since the interesting experiments of 
Balint and Weiss (1932) show that tissue pro- 
liferations are apparently associated with a shift. 
of the blood pH to the alkaline side. 

Preliminary estimations of the concentration 
of hydrogen ions in the small intestines (ileum) 
in cases of fowl paralysis show a raised pH : this 
and other circumstances suggest that the blood 
reaction may also be altered—hence a possible 
explanation of the fowl paralysis diathesis in 
certain strains of poultry. 


THE EYE IN FowL PARALYSIS 


The significance of the many colour, structural 
and functional changes occurring in the iris of 
poultry, and of their relationship to fowl 
paralysis, is still far from clear. Nevertheless, 
there is a great deal of evidence to show that a 
marginal (free, i.e., peri-pupillary) infiltration by 
lymphoid cells can be recognised clinically, and 
frequently before any other symptoms of the 
disease exist. This constitutes, therefore, a real 
aid in assessing the value and place of a potential 
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breeder, and has proved of practical assistance 
in controlling fowl paralysis on the farm. 

(It is hoped to exhibit typical specimens at 
the Congress during the poultry demonstrations.) 


Notes on Some Intestinal Worms in Poultry 


DAVAINEA INFESTATIONS 


In East Sussex, Davainea infestations appear 
to be important in poultry. The external 
symptuins in an affected flock differ very little 
from those of duodenal coccidiosis, and unless 
accurate microscopical examinations are carried 
out, the latter disease may be assumed to be 
present. There may be difficulty in demon- 
strating Davainea segments in dead poultry 
although this never occurs in freshly killed birds. 

Contrary to the belief of certain authorities, 
birds may exhibit a definite train of clinical 
symptoms even though they are harbouring 
only a few Davainea. These birds respond 
rapidly to treatment, whereas other birds 
untreated remain ill, and even die. Typical 
symptoms are : lethargy, ruffling of the feathers, 
birds remaining ‘‘ huddled ” around their houses, 
a definite check in the growth curve, poor 
appetite, pale dry combs, general lack of vigour, 
and, in mature birds, lowered egg production. 
‘“‘ Twisting of the neck ’”’ has not been found a 
common symptom. 

Male fern has proved of definite value in the 
treatment of infested birds ; it is relatively non- 
toxic for poultry, yet efficacious, easily adminis- 
tered and seldom puts birds off lay. Soft 
gelatine capsules containing 2 minims liquid 
extract filix mas, 4 minims ol. terebinthinae, 10 
minims ol. ricini, are quite satisfactory : these 
dissolve rapidly in the gizzard and their contents 
can be demonstrated in the duodenum in about 
45 minutes. Experimentally, it has been shown 
that six such capsules do not cause any immedi- 
ate symptoms of poisoning, but, normally one, 
‘or for adult birds, two such capsules prove 
adequate. They stimulate the secretion of 
the proventriculus and duodenal glands, assist 
materially in the throwing off of catarrhal 
products (frequently containing segments of 
Davainea) and thus finally expose the majority 
of the remaining worms to the paralysing action 
of the two active principles—male fern and 
turpentine. 

Copper sulphate applications for the destruc- 
tion of intermediate hosts have not proved of 
practical value, and information regarding the 
use of calcium cyanamide or other soil dressings 
in this capacity is necessary. 


ASCARIDIAL INFESTATIONS 


Contrary to experience in America, it is 
uncommon in this country to sustain losses in 
chicks due to Ascaridial infestations, but it is 
quite common to encounter a few such parasites 
in mature pullets. Whilst their pathogenicity 


does not seem to be high, they appear able to 
cause local areas of inflammation in the smali 
intestines ; but whether it is true that birds 
receiving an inadequate supply of vitamin A 
suffer most, remains to be proved. 


VERMINOUS PUSTULAR TYPHLITIS OF 
CHICKS 


While it is true a few caecal worms can be 
found in large numbers of ‘‘ normal ”’ poultry— 
presumably therefore without causing any harm 
—the position is less clear when heavy infesta- 
tions are present. That little material damage 
is done locally to the caecal tubes is well known, 
even though they become massed together at 
the blind end of the tubes—which is due to the 
peristaltic movements which take place in that 
part of the gut. Further, a discussion of any 
toxins produced is valueless, because of our 
complete lack of knowledge concerning them. 

Nevertheless, in chicks a specific typhlitis of 
verminous origin occurs. It appears after the 
age of 18 days and is commonest between three 
and six weeks. Palpation of the abdomen of 
affected living chicks discloses the presence of one, 
but generally two, hard elongated ‘‘ tumours ”’ 
situated postero-dorsal to the gizzard. Post- 
mortem examination discloses in the caecal 
tubes, light grey or yellow solidified cores of pus. 
A careful examination of the mucosa reveals 
numerous immature caecal worms about 2 milli- 
metres long with their heads embedded in the 
wall of the gut. Preventive treatment at 
18-21 days, and also at 30-35 days, giving ol. 
chenopodii 1 minim, ol. terebinthinae 2 minims, 
ol. morrhuae 10 minims (flavoured essence of 
aniseed) in capsules or in mash has proved 
satisfactory. Affected birds may recover in 
2-3 weeks if reared intensively to avoid re- 
infestation. 

SUMMARY 


It is hoped that enough data have been 
presented in this paper to show the importance 
of avian physiology. There is little doubt that 
when the subject is explored more fully, particu- 
larly in combination with adequate histological 
researches, it will prove of real assistance in the 
elucidation of many of our important poultry 
disease problems—not excluding the complexi- 
ties of fowl paralysis. 
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The foregoing paper was under discussion at 
the first session of the Congress, in the Grand 
Hall, Town Hall, Bournemouth, on the morning 
of Monday, July 26th, when the proceedings of 
the Experimental Pathology Section occupied 
the attention of the delegates. 

The Chair was occupied by the President of 
the Section, Mr, C, V. Watkins, of Seale-Hayne 
Agricultural College, Newton Abbot, Devon, who 
briefly introduced the essayist, Mr. W. P. 
Blount, of Lewes, and invited him to offer a 
few explanatory words prior to the discussion 
of the paper being entered upon. 

Mr. W. P. BLount, responding to the invita- 
tion, said that he desired first to thank the 
Provisional Committee for their great kindness 
in inviting him to give that paper—an honour 
which he deeply appreciated; also he would 
like to add a word in explanation as to why 
that particular subject was chosen. 

The title ‘‘ Diseases of Poultry ”’ was, as they 
were aware, the widest possible. There seemed 
to be three methods of approach. The first 
Was a description of the majority of the common 
diseases of poultry, but in view of the talks 
given by members of the Ministry’s staff and 
others on these generally known diseased 
conditions, it would seem useless to keep repeat- 
ing observations upon them. Secondly, there 
Was the question as to whether one should tackle 
fowl paralysis as the sole subject; but again, 
vwing to the uncertain state of the disease, he 
thought that that would not be a good thing. 
Finally, in connection with this subject of 
coccidiosis, which formed the major portion of 
the paper, from experience he was convinced 
that they would never tackle coccidiosis 
correctly by the intensive methods of rearing. 
There were so many instances of outbreaks of 
coccidiosis on farms where birds were reared 
intensively and, therefore, should be away from 
the parasites and yet outbreaks did occur; as 
also in battery brooders where the birds were 
housed on wire floors. To his mind, until they 
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understood those conditions in the intestines 
which controlled the life of the coccidium, so 
long should they be unable to control coccidiosis, 
Therefore, in an attempt to try and understand 
those conditions, they began to study the 
hydrogen-ion concentration of the intestines. 

The first feature found was that the digestive 
tract throughout was acid in health and further, 
that certain foods caused the intestines to 
become alkaline or nearly alkaline, and they 
were endeavouring to ascertain those factors 
which had altered the acidity of the intestines. 
That paper, therefore, was an_ elementary 
attempt to try and understand some of the 
conditions which did damage to the intestinal 
canal, 

‘vhe Chairman now called upon Professor 
Dalling, of the Institute of Animal Pathology, 
Cambridge, to open the discussion, 


Diseussion 


Professor THOMAS DALLING, M.R.C.V.S., (Cam- 
bridge): The task of opening Mr, Blount’s paper 
has caused me a considerable amount of, thought, 
for he has dealt with the subject of poultry 
diseases from an angle with which but few 
veterinarians are familiar. Much as I appreciate 
the work that Mr. Blount has done and the views 
he holds, I freely confess to a lack of intimate 
knowledge of the subject and, therefore, I do not 
propose to discuss the subject matter of the 
paper except on broad lines. Let me say at 
once that I consider that Mr. Blount has 
presented to us a paper of considerable imiport- 
ance from the research point of view, for our 
knowledge of some of the fundamental processes 
in connection with the life of the fowl is 
certainly very scanty. I further agree that our 
understanding of some of the losses in poultry 
will not be understood till we have a _ better 
knowledge of these fundamental processes. 

Diseases of poultry can for all practical pur- 
poses be divided into three main groups:— 

(a) Accidents and other forms of disease 
arising from the special type of work the bird 
has to perform, e.g., diseases associated directly 
with egg laying. 

(b) Diseases of a specific nature—of which 
bacteria, viruses and parasites are the important 
causes, 

(c) Diseases of a non-specific nature which 
are usually closely associated with the artificial 
life which fowls to-day are called upon to live. 

There is little of importance to be said on the 
first group. It can readily be realised how the 
strain of egg laying can give rise to accidental 
occurrences. It should be pointed out, however, 
that there is a considerable amount of evidence 
that such occurrences, e.g., prolapse of the 
oviduct, occur to a great extent among certain 
strains of fowls only and are intimately con- 
nected with factors such as early maturity and 
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the feeding of so-called forcing or egg-producing 
diets. 

Specific Diseases—I rather think that Mr. 
Blount is somewhat severe in his criticism of 
poultry research when he asks what real pro- 
gress has been made since the adoption of the 
blood agglutination test for B.W.D. and _ the 
preparation of fowl pox vaccines. To the casual 
observer it may appear that little research work 
has been in progress during the past seven or 
eight years but I would ask you to believe that 
in this and other countries a considerable amount 
of research work has been carried out and is 
still in progress. It is true that most of this 
work, as far as veterinarians are concerned, 
has been concerned with diseases of a highly 
infective nature, though some of those of the 
non-specific type have not escaped attention. 

Veterinarians have allowed themselves to be 
concerned more with diseases of a highly infec- 
tive character or with those due to some specific 
cause and I feel that the attitude they have taker 
up in this respect has been the correct one. 
There is little doubt that in connection with the 
raising Of animals of all classes, infectious or 
specific disease has played a large part in the 
success or failure of the respective husbandry. 
Till the highly artificial conditions now adopted 
came into being it was this type of disease 
which caused the important losses and it seems 
to me reasonable that veterinarians in particular 
should interest themselves in such diseases and 
elaborate methods for their control. Happily to- 
day, as far as poultry diseases are concerned, 
diseases of a highly infectious character can 
mostly be controlled. The actual causes of most 
of them have been ascertained and it must be 
agreed that with such information available it 
was in many cases simply the application of 
methods of control already in operation in 
connection with diseases of other animals 
suitably altered to apply to poultry. In some, 
the total eradication of infected and in-contact 
stock has been the only course which could be 
advised, but even in such types of disease it 
does not seem fanciful to predict that with 
further study of the diseases themselves and with 
the adaptation of methods of control devised in 
connection with the study of other scientific 
problems, the wholesale slaughter policy might 
well give place to other methods of eradication. 
The value of individual fowls or of groups of 
fowls being fairly low, lends temptation to the 
carrying out of wholesale slaughter more than 
it might do if the animals in question were 
more valuable. It is very obvious, however, that 
where this method of eradication has been 
practised, the results have been highly satis- 
factory in suppressing outbreaks, e.g., in 
outbreaks of fowl cholera, laryngo-tracheitis, etc., 
and it is gratifying to know that the authorities 
now have power to deal with such diseases of 


a highly infective character and’so minimise the 
chances of their spread. 

The application of tests of various kinds to 
detect the infected fowls or the carriers o! 
infection has also found its place in poultry 
disease control. The use of the _ blood 
agglutination test must have narrowed down the 
incidence of bacillary white diarrhoea to a low 
level and I do not think it is an exaggerated state- 
ment that the introduction of this test and its 
application has saved the poultry industry from 
actual ruin. Unfortunately, the veterinary 
profession as a whole failed to participate to 
any great extent in this important work and it 
has been left to a few to endeavour to keep the 
standard of testing to the necessary state of 
efficiency and to keep the actual testing largely 
in the hands of the veterinary profession. At 
the present time, attempts are being made to 
introduce inferior methods of testing. The time 
is opportune for the veterinary profession to 
combat the application of such methods and so 
to influence the poultry industry generally that 
this important diagnostic test is kept in the 
hands of the profession. Outbreaks of disease 
in ducklings and chicks caused by infection with 
members of the Salmonella group, other than 
S. pullorum, are of fairly frequent occurrence. 
Considerable assistance in the control of these 
infections can be obtained by agglutination tests 
carried out on the sera of the breeding adults. 

The testing of fowls for the presence of tuber- 
culosis is another subject that must interest the 
veterinary profession. Research work has shown 
that the application of an intradermal test is of 
considerable value in diagnosing tuberculosis 
among fowls. Within recent times it has been 
shown that there is an incidence of avian tuber- 
culosis among cattle. The testing of the poultry 
on dairy and other farms would now seem to be 
imperative. 

The use of biological products has also been 
the subject of research in connection with 
the control of poultry diseases. As Mr. 
Blount points out, fowl pox can be controlled, 
to a considerable extent, by the use _ of 
a vaccine prepared from the allied pigeon-pox 
virus. I feel that with further research probably 
more use of biological products can be made in 
the control of poultry diseases. I would here 
point out, however, that the indiscriminate use 
of vaccines, etc., may result in this method of 
disease control being brought into discredit. 

Methods of husbandry have also been studied 
in relation to the control of poultry diseases, 
especially those of parasitic origin. Thus it is 
well established that the periodic movement of 
birds will prevent much damage from the caecal 
type of coccidiosis and that the regular cleansing 
of houses, etc., will act in a similar way. Again, 
adequate ventilation will, to a large extent, 
suppress outbreaks of contagious catarrh which 
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may cause much trouble, especially in young 
birds. 

These few examples indicate the practical 
results of research into the diseases of poultry of 
an infectious character. 

Non-specific Diseases.—The position then is 
that methods of control of diseases of a highly 
infectious character are largely practised with 
gratifying results. There remain, however, to 
be dealt with the losses experienced by poultry 
keepers from actual deaths among their birds 
or from the development of poor stock the cause 
of which is certainly not infectious disease. It 
is here that we are, at the present time, not 
on such sure ground in the advice we can give. 
Mr. Blount deals with this aspect of disease of 
poultry in his paper and points out one of the 
important causes of our lack of knowledge, viz., 
the failure to appreciate the fundamental 
processes concerning the various systems of the 
fowl. de deals adequately with the digestive 
system and points out essential differences 
between that of mammals and fowls and shows 
how such physiological variations must influence, 
to a large extent, the question of nutrition. I 
do not propose to say anything on Mr. Blount’s 
observations except to point out that work such 
as he has initiated is, in my opinion, the basis 
necessary for an understanding of the causes 
and, therefore, the prevention of losses from 
much of the non-specific disease. I contend also 
that such work should come within the province 
of the veterinarian and that in the present review 
being made of methods for the prevention of 
disease in poultry, those in the position to do so, 
should consider very ‘carefully how best such 
fundamental investigations can be carried out. 

From time to time one reads of experiments 
being carried out on groups of birds to show 
how best to feed and house them in order to 
obtain the maximum egg yield in the shortest 
space of time. The results of such experiments 
are communicated to the poultry keepers, usually 
through the poultry Press, and if it happens that 
such methods appear to be more economical 
than those in operation, then the new method 
is often practised to the total exclusion of all 
others. Unfortunately, many of the experiments 


are definitely unsound because of the small num- 


ber of birds used, the special strain of bird 
employed and the general conditions of the 
experiment which cannot be applied to the 
poultry industry as a whole. Further, the results 
of the adoption of special methods are seldom 
followed into succeeding generations of fowls— 
the end result of many of these methods is 
disaster for the poultry keeper. We do need a 
properly organised system of experimentation 
into poultry husbandry to-day and I feel satisfied 
that unless work on the fundamental processes 
and systems of poultry is included in pro- 
grammes of research, the present chaotic condi- 


tion resulting from losses due to non-specific 
causes will continue to give cause for grave 
concern in the poultry industry. 

Mr. Blount refers to fowl paralysis. Without 
doubt this disease is responsible for heavy losses 
all over the country. It is impossible, at such 
a meeting as this, to enter into a discussion 
concerning the various theories held as to its 
cause. A special committee of the Agricultural 
Research Council was set up to deal with this 
and allied diseases and until the various 
researches being carried out under the direction 
of the committee have been completed I do not 
think much value will be obtained from 
discussion. Such researches must of necessity be 
prolonged though results of a practical nature 
may be forthcoming in the near future. 

There are a few points in Mr. Blount’s paper 
with which I would ask him to deal in more 
detail. 

(a) He deals with the remnant of inspissated 
yolk and its value in assessing the age at which 
chilling or some other “ check” may have taken 
place. I agree that its presence and condition 
are very helpful. Perhaps Mr. Blount will give 
us some information on the appearance of the 
yolk at the different stages of development of 
the chick and how its condition, etc., can be 
applied in determining the age when the chick 
was “checked.” 

(b) Reference is made to vigorous reverse 
peristalsis and the production of bile-staining 
in the gizzard. Under what conditions would 
this occur—how would this finding be of value 
in the diagnosis of disease? 

(c) Ballooning of the terminal portion of the 
large intestine is referred to in association with 
fowl paralysis, chronic nephritis and overheating 
in young chicks. Can Mr. Blount explain how 
this is actually brought about in these conditions? 

(d) I was interested to note the reference to 
the brick-red mucous slime in the faeces of 
pullets reared in “arks” or “folds” and fed 
on dry mash of high bran content. Does Mr. 
Blount consider that the’ bran acts mechanically 
on the intestinal mucous membrane causing 
damage or is there some other explanation for 
the irritation? 

(e) On considering the pH of the intestine Mr. 
Blount states that there may be a‘displacement 
of the normal acid reaction of the intestines, 
under certain conditions of management, and 
also coinciding with the onset of coccidiosis. Is 
it suggested that this alkaline reaction in the 
intestine is a preliminary to coccidial infestation, 
for, if so, I consider the observation of great 
importance as it may explain the apparent 
sudden occurrences of coccidial infestation in 
only a few birds in a flock. Does the observation 
refer to coccidiosis of the caecal or intestinal 
type? Perhaps Mr. Blount will deal with this 
point more fully. 
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In connection with the presence of 
inspissated - pus-like material in the caeca of 
growing birds, is it Mr. Blount’s opinion that this 
is always associated with the presence or action 
of caecal worms or may a similar condition 
occur following a sub-acule attack of coccidiosis? 


The CuarrMan observed that they had heard a 
most informative opening of the discussion on 
a most interesting paper and he was now going 
lo declare the general discussion open. ; 

Mr. K, D. Downnam (Harper Adams Agricul- 
tural College, Newport, Shropshire), said that, 
having been actively engaged for many years 
in the prevention and control of poultry diseases, 
he was naturally particularly interested in Mr. 
Blount’s paper. He was in agreement with much 
that the essayist had stated in his paper and 
congratulated him on the manner in which he 
had presented it. 

He agreed that under present conditions of 
poultry management it was very difficult indeed 
to prevent heavy losses particularly in rearing 
birds. He was privileged to be one of their 
representatives to give evidence before the 
Commission upon eggs and poultry and would 
repeat what he stated to the members of that 
body, namely, that it was quite impossible to 
control poultry diseases from a single station. 
The small amount of money which had been 
provided by the Government had mainly been 
spent in extending the laboratories at Weybridge. 

ery necessary as it was to have adequate 
laboratories for the diagnosis of poultry diseases 
at that station, it was quite impossible to cope 
with the situation from there. If we in_ this 
country set up area laboratories with facilities 
for getting into intimate touch with the poultry 
keepers and were able to advise them upon the 
maintenance of health and to carry out investiga- 
tions under natural conditions of poultry 
management, we should soon get a reduction of 
the colossal losses which at present occur 
amongst poultry. 

He should like to see the methods adopted in 
Northern [Ireland under the able direction of Mr. 
Lamont, M.R.C.v.s., followed and extended in this 
country. There was a very urgent need at the 
present time for three things in connection with 
poultry disease control, namely:— 

(a) A Veterinary Department of Poultry 
Health; 

(b) Post-graduate courses for veterinary 
surgeons in poultry disease control; 

(c) Veterinary research into the preyen- 
tion of poultry diseases under present 
conditions of poultry management. 


Mr. Blount had expressed disagreement with 
some of his recent publications in connection 
with fowl paralysis. He would say at the out- 
set that he welcomed his criticism, but he was 
not convinced by his arguments. He (Mr. 
Downham) believed that parasitism and cocci- 
diosis played a part, directly or indirectly, in 
the causation of the comparatively new disease 
known as fowl paralysis. Mr. Blount had said 
that if this disease was associated with para- 
sitism and coccidiosis there would be evidence 
of it in the blood picture of paralysed birds. 
He would remind Mir. Blount that the blood 
of the fowl varied in its cellular content not 
only from week to week but sometimes from 
hour to hour and the final lesions of fowl 
paralysis might be the result of a_ previous 
infestation of parasites or coccidiosis with which 
the disease was very often associated. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


August 21st, 1937. 


To support his argument, he had with him 
a photograph of the kidney of a four-months 
pullet showing a_ typical lesion which they 
associated with fowl paralysis, and two photo 
micrographs showing coccidia which he isolated 
directly from the lesion. He admitted that that 
was only one case and he _ believed the first 
time in the world that coccidial cysts had been 
found in the kidney of fowl, but it did support 
his argument of the possibility of a very close 
association between coccidiosis and_ so-called 
fowl paralysis. 


Coccipiosis 
Lesion of fowl ees of fowl paralysis in’ the 


kidney of a pullet from which were isolated 
coccidial cysts. 

Dr. Tom Hare, of London, said that he felt 
that Professor Dalling’s repeated reiteration 
of appeal to authority for any advance in know- 
ledge of poultry problems was most depressing. 
They must leave it to committees; they must leave 
it to councils; they must leave it to that great 
organisation which was endowed with divine 
omnipotence, the Ministry of Agriculture. If that 

yas to be the outlook of the veterinary profession 
then God be with us. He denounced it; he 
believed there were still a few of them who 
having the elements of independence in their 
make-up would contribute something of their 
own to the problem of controlling disease in 
poultry. In putting that belief to them he wanted 
to remind them of a fact that was frequently 
overlooked by Dalling’s divinely omnipotent 
authorities of which they had heard so much. 
He (Dr. Hare) had always been a peculiarly lazy 
fellow who preferred visiting and finding out 
the needs of the poultry people themselves, and 
he recalled that in his earlier days when the 
Utility Poultry Industry was born, there was one 
man in our profession who had some influence 
with these people and who, he (Dr. Hare) 
claimed, laid the foundation of what confidence 
existed amongst poultry people in the veterinary 
profession to-day. That man was and is a 

rivate veterinary practitioner, Mr. Henry Gray. 

enry Gray with the help of other men in this 
country like Tegetmeier laid the foundations for 
our generation; and yet at that august Poultry 
Research Conference last year, organised by the 
Agricultural Research Council, they were asked 
to accept the view that poultry disease research 
only began at the Weybridge laboratories of the 
Ministry of Agriculture. Henry Gray was work- 
ing on these poultry problems when _ the 
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propounders of that theory were in_ their 
napkins. He claimed that there was still some- 
thing for the independent veterinary practitioner 
to do apart from these councils and committees 
and what-nots. 

Furthermore, they were too apt to think of 
poultry as being a unified industry. It was not. 
n the first place, poultry were kept in 
considerable numbers in all parts of the Kingdom 
by fanciers, who were really devoted to their 
work, primarily for exhibition purposes or 
for “fancy” and al] that that term denoted. 
Secondly, poultry were kept by_ the general 
farmer merely as a crop; his poultry being an 
essential part of his farming operations only so 
long as they were likely to pay. The third 
section comprised the’ professional poultry 
farmers; and he claimed that these were the 
most enlightened section, so far as disease and 
animal husbandry were concerned, in the whole 
field of stockowners. They had been well 
educated, and he thought the veterinary profes- 
sion should acknowledge that this was due 
largely to the outstanding work and merits of 
such poultrymen as Tom Newman, who, wee 
by week, was educating those people through the 
Press and who had been guided by Professor 
Dalling in his advice on the control of disease. 
There was certainly no person in our profession 
who could have been better suited as adviser to 
Tom Newman than their colleague. 

Tt was all very well pa forward views 
on disease control through laboratories and 
through the Veterinary Investigation Officers and 
their councils; but they had got to put them into 
a form which the poultry farmer could grasp and 
would carry out. What was the use of_talking 
scientific jargon to the poultry farmer and telling 
him to slaughter the whole of his stock? 

He believed, in contra-distinction to Professor 
—* that much more work must be taken 
over by the veterinary private’ practitioner 
because he was the one man who had _ been 
trained by experience to consider the point of 
view, the make-up, the financial stability and all 
the rest of the circumstances of the owner. He 
asked his profession to stand up in that year 1937 
and definitely to assert that the day when we had 
got to look for advancement to councils and 
other organisations outside our own was a con- 
fession of failure. They were going to advance 
by getting the private practitioner to carry on the 
work for poultry with the commendable success 
that he had in horses, cattle, sheep, pigs, dogs 
and cats. 

Just a final word, on fowl paralysis. He could 
only say that after some years at the Royal 
Veterinary College studying the histology and 
epidemiology of that disease, he came to the 


conviction in 1934 that it was inherited. Since. 


1934 when he put that before his poultry clients 
those of them who were pedigree breeders 
(there was a great distinction, in this country, 
between pedigree-bred and flock-bred poultry) 
had gradually succeeded in cutting out the 
paralysis-bearing strains. Many _ breeders. of 
pedigree stock could tell them that the elimina- 
tion from breeding stock of fowl paralysis- 
bearing strains during the last three years had 
made all the difference between bankruptcy and 
being able to carry on. 

The CyarrMAn (Mr. C. V. Watkins) observed 
that he had himself been most interested in 
what Mr. Blount had written in his paper and 
his remarks about the pH of the contents of the 
intestines, he was sure, had a very wide bearing 
on the start of many of the poultry problems 
and diseases. He could quite well remember 


when he first took over his position at the 
Seale-Hayne College coming into contact with a 
very bad outbreak of coccidiosis, and practically 
the only measure that the poultry farmer had 
taken in these cases was Moon | heavily to lime 
his ground and he had actually done that with 
the birds upon the ground. Undoubtedly, in 
these cases, which Mr. Blount came down to see, 
the situation was very largely influenced by that 
procedure which had probably caused a marked 
alkalinity of the contents of the intestines. 

Speaking about fowl paralysis, they had had 
an interesting theory as regards the possible start 
of that disease. Unfortunately, most of their 
ideas about it were still ideas and they had not 
much specific foundation. In Germany certain 
workers had found that the only constant finding 
which they had met in fowl] paralysis had been 
an enteritis, especially of the first portion of the. 
intestines. He had in his own work, in quite 
a number of post-mortem examinations through- 
out the year, found that a characteristic feature. 

He disagreed with Mr. Downham’s remarks 
about fowl paralysis; it had not been his constant 
finding to come across one or other of the 
parasitic diseases of poultry in combination with 
fowl paralysis. He had on occasion tried to test 
that theory of the constant association of 
parasitic disease and fowl] paralysis and had had 
a number of birds sent in with that idea, 
because frequentiy he found that in the control 
of fowl paralysis they had so little to go upon 
in the way of advice. Fowl paralysis, however, 
was so frequently linked up with parasitic 
disease that the latter was one of the points to 
which they turned their attention whenever they 
came across fowl paralysis stock to determine 
if any parasitic disease was present. If they 
could prove such a they could per- 
haps lessen the incidence of fowl paralysis by 
employing good control measures against 
parasitic disease. 

He was in agreement with Dr. Hare’s remarks 
about the carrying of fowl paralysis in certain 
strains and in his opinion those were the only 
lines upon which they could give advice about 
the disease at the present time, and that had been 
his practice. 

He, like Professor Dalling, was most intrigued 
with Mr. Blount’s observations on the remnant 
of the yolk sacs in chicks and it would be most 
interesting to have a reply on that point. In 
conclusion, the Chairman said that the subject 
was a most important gne for the veterinary 
profession and, he was quite certain, one that 
was capable of quite wide interpretation—he 
trusted, therefore, that with this in mind other 
members would come forward to take part in the 
discussion. 

Mr. A. BROWNLEE (Edinburgh) -said that on 
looking over Mr. Blount’s paper he Observed that 
a table was given showing the alteration in the 
pH of 1:10,000 lactic acid by the addition of a 
number of foodstuffs. He would like to ask Mr. 
Blount if he did not consider that it was more 
important to find out what was the bacterial 
flora of the intestine after feeding these various 
foodstuffs. It was well known that the intes- 
tinal flora was different in animals fed on milk 
from that in animals fed on meat. 

He would also like to have Mr. Blount’s views 
on the question of the watering of birds. Feedin 
on dry mash and then drinking water immedi- 
ately afterwards. as chickens frequently did, 
would tend to bring about a more rapid passage 
of food into the small intestine. This was 
probably deterimental to the health of the bird 
as it was the function of the anterior parts of 
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the alimentary tract to break down proteins and 
starches into substances more readily dealt with 
by the small intestine. 

Had the essayist any figures to show whether 
the pH of the small intestine and of the caecum 
varied with the actual amount of food fed? 

Mr. A, Foaaie (Northern Ireland) observed that 
Mr. Downham had raised the point as to whether 
or not coccidiosis was to be considered as one 
of the factors fowl paralysis. In 
Northern Ireland they had a rather interesting 
case: there was a certain farm which had a 
very heavy infestation of coccidia and in which 
fowl paralysis also occurred. They were 
strains of birds in which fowl —= 
had been fairly constant. They kept (at 
the laboratory) 70 of the chickens’ and 
during the first month they had these chickens 
at the laboratory they lost three of them through 
fowl paralysis. During the next three months, 


-while the loss from coccidiosis continued, they 


had no more cases of fowl paralysis. He 
believed it was an established fact that birds 
when shifted from one farm to another might 
cease to go down with fowl paralysis although 
they were definitely of a fowl paralysis strain. 
In this case, although the losses from_ fowl 
paralysis stopped the losses from coccidiosis had 
continucd; that made one wonder whether 
coccidiosis had any bearing on the occurrence of 
fowl paralysis. 

Mr. N. S. Barron (Veterinary Investigation 
Officer, Reading) said that he did not think that 
Dr. Tom Hare was quite correct in his remarks 
in connection with veterinary investigation 
officers when he classed them amongst other 
“omnipotent bodies.” If this was the general 
impression he would like to correct it and to 
say that it was hardly the case. Dr. Hare went 
on to say that the general practitioner had 
the interests of the farmer at heart more than 


other poopie because they knew them better. He. 


felt that that was true. As veterinary investiga- 
tion officers they came into contact with a large 
number of farmers and could also appreciate 
their difficulties. It was indeed often very hard 
to know whether or not to recommend slaughter 
or the adoption of other measures. 

Mr. Blount’s paper had raised many interesting 
points which anyone interested in poultry 
pathology would be well advised to study. The 
condition known as fowl] paralysis was not yet 
completely understood, as was borne out by the 
variety of views put before them that morning. 
One was frequently. enabled to come to a decision 
by detecting changes in the nerves to the Iimbs 
but they were warned that, in many cases, an 
histological examination should first be made 
before arriving at a diagnosis. He had no 
personal opinion as_ to association. of 
parasites with that disease. He found them 
— present and as often absent in affected 

irds, 

_He did not think that the essayist had men- 
tioned anything about the development of 
immunity in coccidiosis. He believed that a 
member of our profession had been endeavouring 
to produce this in older birds by giving oocysts 
on soil to chicks. He would like to know more 
about that. He was also interested in Mr. Blount’s 
remarks on the appearance of the faeces. As 
Mr. Blount said, this pink coloration appeared 
to be due to the type of feeding. Had he ever 
been able to trace it to the eating of oak leaves? 

Dr. R. F. MontGoMERIE (Beckenham) observed 
that there were many points Mr. Blount had 
raised in his paper which must be very interest- 
ing to them all, but it seemed to him that the 
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question of the pH of the intestinal contents wis 
one of almost supreme importance. He wished 
that the essayist had dealt more fully with the 
possibility of the variation in the pH affecting 
the activity of certain bacteria of the intestinal 
tract. One did see quite young chicks housed 
under excellent conditions getting no opportunily 
to obtain any grit other than that of the lime 
stone type put before them by the rearer and 
which suffered from the so-called lime poisoning. 
It seemed to him that there was real necessity 
for gizzard function even in young chicks. That 
could be secured without increasing the 
alkalinity of the intestine by offering a suitable 
flint grit. 

Dr, Hare had made some reference to the 
political aspect of the poultry disease problem 
and —- he did not wish to pursue that, he 
must say that it was all very well to come in 
there and talk about the glorious attitude of 
independence and getting rid of councils, etc. 
It was, however, his belief that it was largely 
through not taking sufficient interest in those 
committees and councils that the profession was 
so often forgotten or ignored to-day. Unless the 
veterinary profession was going to produce 
evidence before those committees and put it to 
them that research on the disease problems 
needed financial help, the money would go else- 
where and the profession would be the losers. 
It did not pay the oo to be independent 
in that respect and it would be a great pity, 
he thought, if the veterinary profession was not 
well represented before those committees by— 
as it had been—gentlemen such as some of those 
on that platform at that moment. It was of 
paramount importance to the profession that its 
representatives should go to those committees, 
make the excellent case that they could do and 
get the money. In so doing, they were not 

owing the knee: they were saying, “ We have 
got a problem, we want your financial help. 
Let us have the money to carry on the work.” 

The other big point made by Dr. Hare was 
the question of advice getting across to the 
farmer. Many poultry carcases were sent up to 
this laboratory or that and reported upon but 
he did not agree with Dr. Hare that these reports 
were unintelligible. The difficulty was to pul 
into a report all the points about the outbreak 
which would be helpful and the need was for 
professional people able to get out on to the farms 
and see for themselves the conditions obtaining 
there so that full use might be made of the report. 

With regard to fowl paralysis, he had not had 
the wide experience which many others had but 
it did seem that there was some hereditary 
tendency towards that disease. Dr. Hare had told 
them of how that condition had been bred out 
in three years, but he did not think that the 
problem was so simple as that. Careful farmers 
introduced new stock 7 buying eggs or chicks 
and rearing them on their own farms. Some 
even refused to use the cockerels so reared until 
their sisters were in full lay. Some such farmers 
had kept quite free from fowl paralysis for 
years and then, quite suddenly, that disease had 
manifested itself. One did admit that a heavy 
infestation of, say, coccidiosis did occasionally 
precede the appearance of lymphomatosis under 
such conditions. Such happenings did, however, 
indicate the difficulty in breeding out the 
disease or keeping clear of it by careful selection 
of stock. 

THE REPLY 


_Mr. BLount, when called upon to reply to the 
discussion, said that frankly he was _ very 
disappointed with the discussion that had taken 
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place: there were approximately 100 | gee in 
the room = only seven or eight had _ partici- 
pa. The cause for the _ disappointment, 
1owever, must lie with himself because it was 
he who had prepared the paper. 

Professor Dalling had agreed that there should 
be much further research done on avian physi- 
ology and poultry disease matters. He was now 
in the happy position of being able to organise 
that research and it was, therefore, to Professor 
oe that they were going to look in the 
uture, 

With regard to blood testing, he presumed that 
Professor Dalling was referring to the whole- 
blood test. The whole-blood test did appear to 
be reasonably accurate and if it was retained 
in the hands of the veterinary profession he 
thought it would be good. 

With regard to tuberculin testing, it was 
always referred to as the intradermal or intra- 
wattle test but he rather felt that it was not 
intradermal. The tuberculin, to his mind, went 
between the two walls of the wattle and not 
actually into one of the walls. 

The question of the age of chicks that had 
been checked was evidenced by the appearance 
of the yolk sac. At birth it was large, about 
the size of a walnut, whereas by the fifth day 
it had_ practically entirely disappeared—at_ the 
third day it was the size of a marble. These 
facts were well known to those who had 
opportunity to carry out post-mortem examina- 
tions on healthy as well as diseased chicks. 

Continuing, Mr. Blount said he did not know 
the cause of the reverse peristalsis which 
peqepens the bowel staining of the gizzard. 
thicks under 14 days of age showed on _ post- 
mortem marked ballooning of the rectum with 
stasis of the rectum. This ballooning of the 
rectum and nephritic haemorrhage were believed 
to be due to over-heating. In the case of balloon- 
ing of the rectum in fowl it was 
usually seen in association with an enlargement 
of that portion of the sympathetic nervous system 
which supplied the lower bowel. Concerning the 
PH in caecal coccidiosis Mr. Blount stated that 
the alteration towards the alkaline state was due 
to (1) the condition of the secretions which were 
being produced and (2) the changes due to the 
variation in the bacterial flora. Certain 
chemicals did alter the secretions: for example, 
calcium chloride lowered the acidity of both the 
proventriculus and gizzard secretions—see table 
at bottom of page 5, column 2 of his paper. 

The presence of a solid core of pus in the 
caecal tubes was most definitely not always 
associated with caecal worms. here were, of 
course, solid caecal pus casts present in those 
tubes in chronic coccidiosis. Whether that was 
the result solely of coccidiosis or more likely to be 


due to the bacterial activities that had followed’ 


the coccidia, he would not like to say definitely, 
but he thought the latter was the ears likely 
cause. In the same way one got the solid caecal 
pus in bacillary white diarrhoea in chickens. 

Mr. Downham had stressed the point that the 
methods of rearing must be highly improved. 
He would emphasise the fact that poultry farmers 
rearing pedigree birds must realise that they 
could not bring them on as they would do if they 
were going to fatten them at 16 weeks of age. 
It was absolutely wrong to force chicks to rapid 
oe. as was so frequently done nowadays. 

he more rapidly growing chicks readily went 
down with coccidiosis, even before the small 
chicks: that was due to the fact that they had 
overgrown their strength. 

Mr. Downham had mentioned a_ particular 
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“fowl paralysis kidney.” To his mind _ the 
coccidia in this kidney lesion were definitely 
secondary to the original fowl paralysis infection. 

Dr. Hare had dealt mostly with the political 
side—the side with which he (the speaker) was 
least familiar. He felt, however, that if Dr. Hare 
lived in Italy, instead of Herr Hitler it would 
be “Hare and Hitler.” He (the essayist) would 
like the practitioner to play a large part in 
poultry disease control, but it was a case not 
merely of conducting adequate post-moriem 
examinations, but secondly such control did 
necessitate visits to the farms concerned. Unless 
the practitioner was familiar with the methods 
of management and methods of feeding, he would 
not be able to help. 

In fowl paralysis there seemed to be a factor 
which was inheritable. If it was highly virulent 
or was inherited in large quantities the birds 
would go down with fowl paralysis even if 
there were no parasii*s vresent. 

On the other hand a less virulent type might 
require a secondary parasitic infestation to 
precipitate the disease. Ovarian tumours (lymph- 
omata) in young pullets ten weeks old were 
frequently present uncomplicated by coccidiosis, 

The President of the Section had mentioned 
the question of enteritis in fowl paralysis. It was 
very frequent at present: it seemed to be more 
or less an association with the modern oe of 
birds. In the few investigations they had had 
they had found that about 90 per cent. of cases 
of enteritis were associated with the large intake 
of calcium grits. 

Mr. Brownlee had brought forward the ques- 
tion of bacterial flora: he (Mr. Blount) was in 
entire agreement with him. 

The function of the crop in the production 
of acid and the softening of the food-stuffs was 
definitely well known. He had no knowledge 
whatever of any ‘question of alteration of pH 
in relation to the quantity of food given. 

In reply to Mr. Barron, if he was correct in 
assuming him to have said that all those post- 
mortem examinations for fowl paralysis should 
be associated with histological examinations, he 
did not agree with him. He thought one could 
make one’s own diagnosis without a laboratory 
histological examination, providing the history 
of the outbreak was studied with the post-mortem 
findings. All nerves, including the sympathetic, 
required examination, 

The question of immunity to coccidiosis was 
most interesting and he was only sorry that 
Mr. Taylor was not ptesent that morning to 
tell them of his work in that connection. Tyzzer, 
of America, had found immunity to develop in 
certain types. 

He had no experience of the ingestion of oak 
leaves being associated with the production of 
pink coloration of the faeces. he proviston 
of water for poultry was, of course, a most 
a item from the physiological aspect, 
and with dry mash feeding some food might get 
washed out from the gizzard into the intestines. 

He agreed with Dr. Montgomerie that the 
poultry industry would never progress until more 
research was carried out. It was perfectly true, 
of course, that the majority of people could not 
consider conducting research of any kind in 
any important degree unless they were supplied 
with funds, and he did not see where such 
financial resources were to be obtained except 
from committees. 

Mr. Foggie had recited an interesting account 
of fowl paralysis with coccidiosis and Mr. Blount 
agreed that coccidiosis did not play a primary 
part in its causation. 
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Post-Congress Meeting of 
Council 


The first meeting of the Council for the year 
1937-38 was held in the Town Hall, Bourne- 
mouth, at 12.15 p.m., on Friday, July 30th, 
immediately following the Closing Meeting of 
Congress. 

The newly-elected President, Captain Donald 
Campbell, occupied the Chair, and there were 
also present : Captain J. R. Barker, Mr. H. W. 
Steele-Bodger, Mr. A. D. J. Brennan, Mr. H. E. 
Bywater, Mr. E. Clark, Captain J. C. Coleman, 
Professor J. F. Craig, Mr. E. P. Edwards, Mr. 
H. Gillmor, Captain O. V. Gunning, Captain 
J. R. Hewer, Major H. Kirk, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, 
Mr. W. R. MeKinna, Professor W. M. Mitchell, 
Captain 8. J. Motton, Professor J. J. O'Connor, 
Major D. 8S. Rabagliati, Captain J. R. Rider 
(Hon. Secretary), Mr. G. A. Sangster, Captain 
R. Simpson, Mr. Arnold Spicer, Mr. J. F. D. Tutt, 
Mr. S. B. Vine, Mr. A. H. Watson, Mr. T. 
Wilkinson, Mr. J. Willett, Mr. J. Wilson, Pro- 
fessor G. H. Wooldridge, Dr. W. R. Woold- 
ridge and, Captain W. G. Wragg (Hon. 
Treasurer), together with Mr. C. O. Langley 
(Solicitor), and Mr. F. Knight (Secretary). 

The SECRETARY explained that the purpose of 
the meeting was to make arrangements for the 
nomination of members to serve on Standing 
Committees for the ensuing year and to deal 
with any matters that might require immediate 
attention. 

Last year, proceeded the Secretary, the 
Council decided that the Selection Committee 
should be composed of the same members 
as constituted the Selection Committee the 
previous year, with the exception that Colonel 
Dixon’s place on the Committee be taken by 
Mr. Bywater. 

The Selection Committee was now re-elected 
en bloc, with the substitution of Major A. B. 
Mattinson for Mr. E. P. Edwards, who retjred 
in consequence of his inability to attend 
meetings. 


MATTERS REQUIRING IMMEDIATE 
ATTENTION 
Resolutions 
The SECRETARY said that under this heading 
there were three resolutions, two being from 
the Society of Veterinary Practitioners, as 
follows 

(1) “That the Society of Veterinary 
Practitioners urges the Council of the 
N.V.M.A. to form a permanent committee 
representing all branches of the profession 
to negotiate with the Minister of Agriculture 
during the implementing of the Agriculture 
Act, 1937.” 
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(2) ‘This meeting of the Society of 
Veterinary Practitioners is of opinion that 
in any measures taken under the Agriculture 
Act for the control, prevention and eradica- 
tion of the diseases of animals and birds, 
it is in the best interests of agriculture 
and of the public health interests involved, 
that full provision should be made for the 
utilisation of the services of the general 
veterinary practitioner as the field officer, 
acting with and under the supervision of 
such whole-time officers as are appointed 
by the Ministry of Agriculture. 

The Society is further of opinion that 
without such full participation by the 
practising veterinary surgeon, the efficiency 
and harmonious working of a State Veteri- 
nary Service cannot be ensured, that the 
general services required by the farmer will 
be gravely impaired, and the interests of the 
profession as a whole will be adversely 
affected.” 

The PRESIDENT observed that, in regard to 
these resolutions, there had been some activity 
between representatives of the Association 
and the Ministry of Agriculture, and he thought 
the Council should hear what the retiring 
President, Captain Simpson, had to say in that 
matter. 

Captain SIMPson observed that he thought 
that was an appropriate occasion to refer to 
one or two of the questions discussed the previous 
week when a deputation from the Association 
had an interview with the Minister of Agriculture 
in regard to the proposals in the Agriculture 
Bill. 

After considerable discussion on various points 
put forward representing the views of the Asso- 
ciation, it was suggested by the Ministry’s 
representatives that it would be of great 
assistance to the Ministry if the Association 
would appoint a small committee to keep in 
close touch with the Ministry for the next three 
or four months. The Association’s representa- 
tives regarded that as a very useful suggestion 
and one which they must appreciate very much, 
since it came from the Ministry itself, and he was 
sure that it would be the wish of the Council 
that they should accede very readily indeed to 
that request. (Hear, hear.) 

It was impressed upon him that if that com- 
mittee was to function successfully, it should 
be a small committee and one which could give 
the views of the Association from specialised 
angles. It was rather difficult, of course, to 
form a committee representative of every phase 
of the profession’s activities and yet to keep it 
sufficiently small, and in conversation subse- 
quently with the Chief Veterinary Officer of the 
Ministry, he asked if he could arrange that when 
calling upon the committee to consult with the 
Ministry, he could give the Association some 
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A NEW AND POTENT ANTISEPTIC 


"“MEFAROL concentrate 


TRADE MARK 


CLEAR NON-IRRITANT PRACTICALLY ODOURLESS 


EXCEPTIONALLY 
For use in 


ECONOMICAL 
SURGERY, GYNACOLOGY 
OPERATIONS AND THE 
DISINFECTION OF HANDS 
ALSO FOR CLEANSING INFECTED 
AND SUPPURATING WOUNDS 


Issued in bottles of } pint, 1 pint and 1 quart. 
*MEFAROL’' IS MANUFACTURED IN- GREAT BRITAIN 


BAYER PRODUCTS LTD. 


AFRICA HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON,W.C.2 
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Russian Model Artificial Vagina for Bulls, all rubber with hot 
water jacket and glass cup with stem graduated 6 c.c. in ,\,ths 
30/-. Spare inner tubes 6/6. Spare glass cups, 5/- 

Russian Model Cow Speculum 63/- 
Ewe size is 


Head Lamp and Battery... 15 


Cambridge pattern Artificial Vagina (not illustrated) a similar 

apparatus to above, but consisting of a tin container, with 

rubber lining and felt cover. Stallion size, 63/-, Bull size, 
50/-, Ewe size, 37/6 


~ HOLBORN CO 


Rubber Sperm Collector - Cambridge pattern Sperm Syringe with R240. Tubular Mare Speculum 
made for the School of Agri- improved rigid vulcanite nozzle. nae ; 
: . Metal plated 14 x 3 in. ... 25 /- 
culture, Cambridge, Ewe size 2 c.c. Syringe 2/6 10” nozzle 3/6 (Sheep) 13 x 2h in 21 /- 
size with inflatable ring, 25/- N.B.—Above Syringes are all glass. Sheep size ae és ‘ie 5/- 


1937 Edition. Catalogue of the “‘ Holborn ”’ Veterinary Instruments, containing over 1,000 illustrations, is now 
published and will be sent post free on request to any Veterinary Surgeon contemplating the purchase of Veterinary 
Instruments. ‘THE HOLBORN SuRGICAL INSTRUMENT Co., Ltp., 26, THAviEs INN, HOLBORN Circus, LONDON, E.C.1. 
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“NEMA’ 
Worm Capsules 


(P., D. & Co.) 


ETRACHLOR-ETHYLENE is an effective anthel- 

mintic for the removal of roundworms from dogs 

and silver foxes, roundworms from pigs and poultry, 
and stomach worms from sheep and goats. Practical: 
trial has shown that a single administration in proper 
dosage will remove from 95 to 100 per cent of these 
intestinal parasites. 


The effectiveness of tetrachlor-ethylene as an anthel- 
mintic for veterinary purposes was first demonstrated 
by Hall and Shillinger of the U.S.A. Department of 
Agriculture and has been amply confirmed by several 
years’ experience, both in the laboratory and in general 
practice. 


‘“Nema” Worm Capsules (P., D. & Co.) contain 
chemically pure tetrachlor-ethylene, and are tinted 
with a harmless dye to render them distinctive. The 
capsules are supplied in various sizes, to enable the 
dose to be graded according to the weight of the animal 
treated, as follows :— 


No. 188 contain 0-2 c.c. and are suitable for puppies, toy dogs, cats 
and fox-cubs. 
No. 191 contain 0-5 c.c. and are suitable for small pigs, half- 
grown silver foxes, young chickens and young turkeys. - 
No. 187 contain 1 c.c. and/are suitable for small pigs, small dogs 
and adult fowls. 
No. 189 contain 2-5 c.c. and are suitable for pigs and lambs of 
50 Ibs. weight, and medium-sized dogs. 
No.’ 190 contain 5 c.c. and are suitable for pigs and sheep over 
150 lbs. weight, and for large-sized dogs. 


Full particulars will be furnished on request. 


Parke, Davis Company 


50 Beak Street, London, W.l .. Laboratories: Hounslow, Middlesex 


Inc. U.S.A., Liability Ltd. 
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information as to the nature of that required 
of them so that they could, out of that com- 
mittee, send the man, or men, possessing the 
specialised knowledge of the subject to be 
discussed. 

He begged to be allowed, therefore, to 
nominate the following as a Special Committee 
for the purpose he had outlined: the President, 
the President-elect, Dr. Wooldridge—who had 
been very closely connected with all the negotia- 
tions with the Ministry and with the Associa- 
tion’s special report on Free Services—Mr. 
Steele-Bodger, and Major Brennan DeVine— 
who represented the meat inspection side 
more particularly—together with Captain J. R. 
Rider, the Hon. Secretary. 

Captain Morton said he thought that it would 
be a tragedy if the name of the retiring President 
were omitted. 

The PRESIDENT: You have just anticipated 
what I was going to say. (Hear, hear.) His name 
will be added to the Committee. 

Major RABAGLIATI observed that he thought 
there should be added the name of a whole-time 
veterinary officer from Scotland: he suggested 
that of Major McGREGOR, of Stirling. 

The Council expressed assent. 

_ Captain Srupson thought that Captain J. R. 
Barker’s help would be most useful on the 
committee. (Hear, hear.) That would bring 
the number up to nine, and under the arrange- 
ment he had outlined they would be able, out 
of those nine members, to make selection as 
required, of men with specialised knowledge to 
deal with any particular question raised by the 
Ministry. 

The PRESIDENT said that if the suggestion 
made by Captain Simpson appealed to the 
Council then, considering that the original 
suggestion came from the Ministry itself, 
perhaps the representatives of the Society of 
Veterinary Practitioners would deem it unneces- 
sary that the resolutions from the Society be 
proceeded with. 

Mr, STEELE-BODGER replied that in view of 
the statement made by the President and the 
information laid before the Council by Captain 
Simpson, he thought that, on behalf of the 


Society of Veterinary Practitioners, he could | 


agree to the first resolution lying on the table, 
with his (the President’s) permission. 

In regard to the second resolution, in view 
of the statement made by the Minister of 
Agriculture at the Association’s banquet on the 
Wednesday night and the assurance he then 
gave to them, he thought it would be well for 
that resolution to lie on the table, also with the 
President’s permission. 

Council concurred in the adoption of this 
course. 

The SECRETARY now laid before the Council 


the resolution passed on from the Experimental 
Pathology Section of Congress, as follows :— 

‘“ Whereas it has been clearly shown 
that some biological products at present 
offered for use in the control of animal 
diseases are devoid of essential elements, 
this meeting is of the opinion that the 
Association should urge the further exten- 
sion and operation of Part 2 of the Diseases 
of Animals Act, 1935.” 

It was agreed that this resolution be referred 
to the Finance and General Purposes Committee. 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON OVERSEAS SERVICES 


The SECRETARY now read a letter, dated 
July 29th, 1937, from Mr. U. F. Richardson, of 
Bournemouth, submitting the following extract 
from the minutes of a meeting of the overseas 
members of the N.V.M.A., held at Bournemouth 
on July 28th :— 

“It. was unanimously agreed that the 
Council of the N.V.M.A. should be asked 
to appoint an Advisory Committee on 
Overseas Services, the members of which 
should be gentlemen with personal experi- 
ence of overseas conditions. 

The function of the committee would be 
to advise the Council on all matters affecting 
the general welfare of members serving 
overseas.” 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE said that he thought the 
first thing the Council should do would be to 
welcome such a letter from those members 
overseas who either had retired or who were 
here on leave, and the fact that they had been 
so interested in the Association and its welfare 
as to come to the Congress, where they were 
always welcome, and actually to hold a meeting 
of their own particular group. 

As one who had been associated with the 
efforts of the ‘‘ National’? on the colonial 
question during the last two or three years, 
he thought he could say that the Association 
would unreservedly welcome an advisory special 
committee of that chardcter. The Association 
had done a great deal in the interests of the 
colonial members and were gradually, but he 
thought surely, driving the Colonial Office to 
accept the principle that a veterinary adviser 
should be appointed. They still had some way to 
go, however, and such.a committee would 
perhaps be able to give them some further 
advice if it were formed. Inasmuch, however, 
as such a special committee could not be 
appointed that day, he moved that the matter 
be referred to the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee for consideration. 

Major Kirk seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 

The SECRETARY said there was one further 
matter for the Council. At the meeting of 
Council held on the previous Wednesday, he 
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brought forward a letter from the Mayor of 
Eastbourne inviting the Association to give 
consideration to Eastbourne as the meeting place 
for Congress during one of the next two or three 
years and he would like some guidance as to 
the reply to be sent to that letter. 

The PRESIDENT observed that at Wednesday’s 
meeting Dr. Wooldridge had suggested the 
desirability of considering looking two years 
ahead with regard to the place of the Annual 
songress. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE said that the Council’s 
reply to his suggestion had been a little indefi- 
nite—as to whether they would be within 
their powers in considering two years ahead. 
If it was not within their powers so to do, he 
thought the Council would like to know, and in 
that case he thought they would probably like 
there to be moved a resolution that steps be 
taken to circumvent this bye-law. 

The PRESIDENT observed that the letter from 
Eastbourne should be acknowledged and the 
matter be gone into later on, including the 
general principle involved in arranging meetings 
two years ahead. 

Reverting to the question of the Special 
Committee to keep in touch with the Ministry, 
the PRESIDENT said he thought it was the 
intention of the Council that the committee of 
nine members would not, on every occasion, 
proceed as a body to the Ministry of Agriculture, 
but that, according to the nature of the business 
to be dealt with, sections of the committee 
would attend. The business of the entire 
committee would be largely to see that the 
policy of the Association would be adhered to 
and that the Association was not committed 
to any arrangements which were not in entire 
agreement with their policy. That, he took it, 
was their understanding and intention. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER said that he presumed 
that when any section of the committee was 
engaged with the Ministry, the remaining 
members of the committee would be kept 
informed of what was taking place. 

The PRESIDENT: Certainly, and I expect the 
entire committee will meet from time to time.” 

Captain BARKER thought it would have 
been better to have chosen that special com- 
mittee from the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee: it would then, in his view, have 
represented a larger sphere. 

The PRESIDENT replied that there were many 
practical difficulties in the way of the operation of 
the view Captain Barker had put forward. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE was of opinion that 
the whole committee should be called, and if 
there was work to do in a special direction 
that could be intimated to the members, when 
those who felt that they would not be of service 
on that particular occasion could inform the 
Secretary that they did not intend to be present. 
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He felt that all the members of the Special 
Committee should have the opportunity of being 
present. 

The PRESIDENT replied that the committee 
had been appointed entirely with one object 
in view: as a committee from which repre- 
sentatives should be selected to meet the 
representatives of the Ministry from time to 
time, and on the distinct understanding that 
all the members of the committee should be 
kept informed of every step that was taken. 
It might be that emergencies would arise calling 
for immediate action. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE: I accept that, i.e., 
that emergencies be excepted. 

Dr. WOOLDRIDGE thought that the Special 
Committee should report to the Council as 
frequently as possible. 

The PRESIDENT expressed assent. 

Captain BARKER said that it was also his view 
that the other members of the committee should 
confer with the members going to the Ministry 
prior to the meeting taking place. 

The PRESIDENT: The full committee will be 
kept fully informed of what is going on. 

The proceedings concluded with an expression 
of thanks by Captain CoLEMAN to members of 
the Parliamentary Committee for their support 
during his period of office as Chairman of that 
committee. 


WORLD DAIRY CONGRESS 


The World’s Eleventh Dairy Congress takes 
place in Berlin from August 22nd to 28th. One 
of the most important functions of the Congress 
is to receive reports of pp attainment 
based on scientific research and practical experi- 
ence, and the British Dairy Farmers’ Association 
—acting as the National Committee for Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland—has accepted no 
fewer than 29 ie for discussion. These 
papers deal with a wide variety of subjects, 
from the feeding, management, and health of the 
dairy cows to the marketing of milk and _ its 
me ry Dr. A. C. M’Candlish, of the West 
of Scotland Agricultural College, contributes a 
paper on “Hoven_in Dairy Cattle,” and_ there 
is a joint paper by Mr. A. D. Buchanan Smith and 
Mr. O. J. Robinson on “ variations in the milk 
yields of the daughters of different bulls.” Four 

apers are contributed by Dr. W. L. Davies, 
including two on “the fishy flavour of milk on 
feeding beet by-products,” and on “ the develop- 
ment of aroma in _ butter,” while he _ also 
collaborates with Mr. A, T. R. Mattick and Mr. 
D. V. Dearden in a paper on “the effect of 
proved sub-clinical mastitis on the manufacture 
and quality of Cheddar cheese.” Another 
rene, Danes will be that by Mr. S. K. Kon 
and Mr. K. M. Henry on “the effect of beet 
treatment on the nutritive value of milk”; while 
Miss M. C. Taylor contributes “ some observations 
on the influence of pasteurisation of milk in 
Cheddar cheese making.” Those who are unable 
to attend can obtain abstracts of the papers from 
- Berlin headquarters on payment of a small 
ee. 
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° 
Ladies’ Guild 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
AT BOURNEMOUTH 

The Sixth Annual General Meeting of the 
Ladies’ Guild was held in the Town Hall, 
Bournemouth, on Wednesday, July 28th, when 
33 members and five visitors were present, and 
Mrs. Nairn, the President, was in the chair. 
There were also present the Hon. Secretary 
(Mrs. Nickinson) and Captain W. G. Wragg 
(Hon. Treasurer of the N.V.M.A.). 

Dr. Bullock and Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson 
sent apologies for absence. 

Mrs. NAIRN, opening the proceedings, said: 
I am glad to see you all as members and friends 
at our meeting, as by your presence here you 
show an interest in the good work of the Ladies’ 
Guild. 

The minutes were then read and Mrs. Nairn 
continued: This is the Sixth Annual General 
Meeting of the Ladies’ Guild. The primary 
object of this Guild was to raise money for the 
relief of aged and necessitous widows or female 
relations of Members of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. Colonel Simpson was 
largely instrumental in forming this Guild and 
his wife was its first President, and their 
protégé grows yearly in grace and _ stature. 
Charity is always pictured as a female figure, 
and I think we should consider it a duty and a 
source of genuine pleasure to aid the funds of 
our Guild. 

The Guild was born in Wales, and might I 
therefore ask its Welsh godparents to send 
some representative members. It is perhaps 
really unnecessary for me to call attention to 
the fact that I am Scottish—as this nation is 
proverbially modest. I wish to distribute the 
credit of collecting money this year among the 
many ladies who have so generously and so 
spontaneously helped. Incidentally, might I 
mention that the opposite sex also deserve some 
credit and have again justified their existence. 
(Laughter and applause.) 

Correspondence.—Having intimated that the 
only item of correspondence of importance to 
the present meeting could be relegated to “ Any 


Other Business,” the Chairman called on Mrs. | 


NICKINSON (Hon. Secretary) to present her 
report for the past year. 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 

This year has again been quite successful but, 
as I have said before, it could be still better. 
We have added 28 new members, but against 
this we have, unfortunately, to remove from our 
list 40 members who are in arrears with their 
subscription: this, you will remember, was 
decided upon at our last meeting. There are 
no resignations and our total membership now 
numbers 329, Before leaving the subject of 
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membership, | would like to mention that Ireland 
has added quile a number of new members and 
| think thanks must be given to Mrs. McAllan, 
who is Local Secretary for that district. Scot- 
land, too, does excellent work; our thanks in 
this case go to Mrs, Macgregor, Stirling, and her 
helpers there. 

During the year 1936-37 we collected £270 7s., 
out of which we have sent the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund £238 and £7 7s. to 
the National Veterinary Benevolent Mutual 
Defence Society, leaving a balance of £25. 

It will, | am sure, interest members to know 
how this money has been collected. £95 was 
made at the dance, etc., held in Scarborough 
last year; £31 10s. at a dance held in London 
in March; £45 was collected by our President, 
Mrs. Nairn, and to-day she has handed me 
another £5—-which makes a total of £50; Mrs. 
Wragg has again collected £12. 1 think these 
two members should have a_ special vote of 
thanks for their excellent work. The balance 
is, of course, from subscriptions and donations. 

May I again appeal to all members to help in 
any way they can; any donation, large or small, 
will be most gratefully received. I would also 
like to thank those members who have so 
generously helped me in my endeavours. 


The Secretary's report was then put to the 
meeting and adopted. 


COLONEL SIMPSON’S MESSAGE 


The Chairman then called on Captain Wragg 
to read a message from Colonel Simpson, this 
being as follows :— 

The Ladies’ Guild has been in existence since 
1932, and in that period it has contributed no 
less a sum than £886 1s. Od. to the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund. Of this, £353 has 
been paid to the Current Account and the rest 
has been invested. The Ladies’ Guild has thus 
become a very important source of income for 
the Fund, and the Council are most gratified at 
the great success which the Guild has attained. 

The Guild is represeifted on the Council of 
the Fund by Mrs. Nickinson, and she has now 
been elected one of the ten members of Council 
who represent the members of the Fund. The 
Guild is, therefore, at liberty, if it so desires, 
to appoint another representative on the Council 
in view of its own contributions, 

It will be seen from the Annual Report that 
53 persons were assisted during the past year, the 
total amount expended being £1,451 6s. 5d. 
including the sum of £32 6s. 10d. paid from the 
Trust Funds to four people. 

The maximum amount given is a grant of £2 
a week in one case of the widow of a member 
who died last year, and who has eleven children 
to support. In a few other instances grants of 
£1 are made, but the majority of the grants do 
not exceed 10s. or 15s. a week. The list of 


ul 
g 
e 
t 
| 
4 
9 
y | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1092 No. 34. Vor. 49. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


August 21st, 1937. 


recipients is given at pages 12 to 15 of the 
Annual Report. The particulars given are 
limited to the age of the recipients, their relation 
to the profession, the number of children they 
have, and the amount of the grant. Each case 
is very carefully considered before a grant is 
made, and the cases are from time to time 
reviewed as circumstances alter. Five of the 
recipients are over 80 years of age, nine are 
over 70, 13 are over 60, 14 are over 50, four are 
over 40 and four are over 36. In the case of 
the younger women, the grants are made on 
account of the children. The four widows 
between 36 and 40 have ten children. In one 
case the widowed mother has died and her 
four children are being looked after by the 
grandmother. 

The Council is satisfied that not only are the 
grants in every case needed, but that if they 
could be increased it would be a great blessing. 
There is, of course, only one reason why they 
cannot be increased, and that is the lack of 
money. The total amount received in subscrip- 
tions is less than £500, and it comes from about 
500 subscribers. The Council has pointed out at 
the Annual Meeting of the Fund how very 
unsatisfactory it is that only one-seventh of the 
profession should subscribe to the Fund, but the 
number does not increase, as it ought to increase. 
Fortunately, the policy of the Council in invest- 
ing all donations, as distinct from subscriptions, 
has resulted in the building up of a quite 
respectable capital sum. Indeed, the income 
from interest on the capital is now greater than 
that received from subscriptions, 

ISLECTION OF OFFICERS 

The following officers were then elected for 
the current year :— 

President.—On the proposition of Mrs. Nairn, 
seconded by Mrs. Barker, Mrs. Buxton was 
unanimously elected President. 

Vice-Presidents.—On the proposition of Mrs. 
McLean, seconded by Mrs. Craig, the following 
were unanimously elected Vice-Presidents : Mrs. 
Wooldridge, Mrs. Wragg, Mrs. Locke, Mrs. 
Nairn, Mrs. Jackson Young and Mrs. McAllan. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer.—Mrs, Nairn 
proposed, Mrs. Wragg seconded, and it was 
unanimously agreed, that Mrs. Nickinson be 
re-elected Secretary and Treasurer for the 
ensuing year. 

Mrs. Nairn then said: We have to acknow- 
ledge our debt of gratitude to Mrs. Nickinson in 
this cdpacity. (Applause.) Mrs. Nickinson had 
asked to be relieved of the duties of Secretary, 
but at present we cannot find anyone who will 
undertake them. She has, therefore, kindly 
consented to carry on for another year. 
(Applause. ) 

Mrs. Nickinson thanked the meeting for 
electing her again and said she would remain 
in the office for a further twelve months. 


Hon. Auditor.—Captain Wragg was re-elected 
to this post on the proposition of Mrs. King, 
seconded by Mrs. Jackson Young. 

Mrs. NairN: Captain Wragg has acted in this 
capacity for a year now and so helped our 
Guild. For this we would tender our apprecia- 
tion and thanks. (Applause. ) 

Captain Wracc thanked the meeting and said 
he was only too pleased to help in any way he 
could: the Ladies’ Guild had done such excel- 
lent work to help the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund. As a member of the Council 
of the Fund, he knew of the many distressing 
cases that came before them and needed help, 
and the Ladies’ Guild by their work had made 
it possible to give more generously. 


ANY OTHER BUSINESS 


Under this heading, the CHAIRMAN called on 
the Secretary to read a letter from Dr. Bullock 
concerning the appointment of a member to 
represent the Ladies’ Guild on the Council. 

This having been done, Mrs. Narrn continued : 
I would suggest that a lady resident in or near 
London be appointed, as I know how my own 
distance from London has prevented me doing 
all I would have wished to do. In this case I 
owe much to the kindly help given me by 
two London dwellers, Mrs. Wragg and Mrs. 
Nickinson. Would any lady propose a name? 

Mrs. SANGSTER proposed the name of Mrs. 
Buxton, this being seconded by Mrs. MATTHEWs, 
and carried. 

The CHAIRMAN: Then follows a_ suggestion 
which has already been brought forward, that 


‘some ladies may wish to put down a lump sum 


instead of the annual subscription of 2s. 6d. 
This is a matter for consideration by our meet- 
ing, as it involves a slight change in our 
constitution. Of course, such a procedure would 
be quite voluntary and is merely suggested for 
the convenience of members and for collectors. 
Would the meeting please consider this and 
indicate by a show of hands if they approve? 

Ultimately, it was agreed that this matter be 
left over for discussion at another meeting. 

The next question considered was a proposal 
that the financial year be altered to terminate 
at the end of the year instead of in the middle, 
as at present. This was agreed upon unani- 
mously: thus the financial year now ends on 
December 31st. 

Vote of Thanks.—On the proposition of Mrs. 
Buxton, a very hearty vote of thanks was 
passed to Mrs. Nairn for her excellent work 
during her year of office. 

Mrs. NairN made suitable acknowledgment 
and thanked the members for their attendance. 
“T will close the meeting,” added the Chairman. 
“by expressing the hope that another and even 
more successful year begins to-day.” 

M. S. Nicxtnson, Hon, Secretary. 
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N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORT 


Society of Veterinary 
Practitioners 


PRESENTATION TO 
MR. H. W, STEELE-BODGER 
AT BOURNEMOUTH MEETING 


Sir Frederick Hobday presided at a meeting 
of the Society of Veterinary Practitioners, held 
at the Town Hall, Bournemouth, on Wednesday, 
July 28th, 1937, for the purpose of making a 
presentation to Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger. in 
recognition of his services to the Society as 
Honorary Secretary. 

Supporting Sir Frederick on the platform 
were: Captain R. Simpson (President of the 
N.V.M.A.), Mr. Donald Campbell (President- 
elect of the N.V.M.A.), Major A. B. Mattinson 
(Hon. Secretary of the S.V.P.), and Mr. EB. P. 
Edwards (Hon, Treasurer of the 8.V.P.). 

The CHAIRMAN: It is a very pleasing duty 
which has been entrusted to me to-day. Mr. 
Steele-Bodger has been known to me for many 
years and I am very proud to be one of his 
friends, and also to know that he is a colleague 
of mine from my own county of Staffordshire. 
We all know of his work for the Association 
and of the energy he has displayed on behalf 
of the latest, now so well-grown, member of 
the “ National’ family: we have such over- 
whelming evidence that it is not necessary for 
me to do more here than just to mention it. 
The Society of Veterinary Practitioners is a 
really live organisation and this is due in the 
main to the energy and enthusiasm of Mr. 
Steele-Bodger. (Applause.) I was going to 
add also of his long-suffering wife, because I 
am sure she must have been long-suffering. 
Before making the presentation, which carries 
with it our good wishes to Mr, and Mrs. 
Steele-Bodger and their boys, to whom we lrope 
it will descend as an heirloom, our President 
wishes to say a few words. 

Captain R. Simpson: Unfortunately I have to 


rush off to meet our principal guest this even- ° 


ing but I should have regretted very much 
indeed if I had lost this opportunity of 
associating myself with this presentation and 
the remarks which haye just been made by 
Sir Frederick Hobday. I have known Mr. 
Steele-Bodger for a good many years now and 
I am fully conscious of the great work he has 
done for the profession, He been 
enthusiastic and he has spared no trouble in 
carrying out work which has been really for 
the good of the profession as a whole. I know 
something of his work on the “ National.” I 
know of the great enthusiasm which he gives to 


the work of its various committees and I am 
sure that that work is deserving of the fullest 
appreciation and recognition by the profession. 
I am delighted to think, sir, that his work has 
been recognised by the presentation which you 
are about to make. I am very grateful indeed 
for your permission to be associated with this 
little function and I congratulate Mr, Steele- 
Bodger most heartily on the recognition which 
is being extended to him for the work he has 
done so well for the profession. (Applause.) 

Mr, Steele-Bodger then went to the platform 
and received from Sir Frederick Hobday a 
Georgian silver tea set and tray, 

In making the presentation Sir FREDERICK 
said: In presenting you with this token of our 
esteem and appreciation for the great work you 
have done for the Society of Veterinary 
Practitioners I may say it carries with it the 
greatest affection of your brother members and 
the wish, too, that Mrs. Steele-Bodger and your- 
self may have long life and good health to 
enjoy its use. (Applause. ) 

Mr. STEELE-BopGer: For once I am at a loss 
for words. I do thank you, on behalf of my 
wife and myself, very, very sincerely for this 
very handsome present. I may as well confess 
that you are making this presentation to the 
wrong person. I have no qualms about that, 
but I am in a position to know. Sir Frederick 
has referred to the care I have extended to 
and lavished on this Society. He has said I 
Was responsible for the growth of this Society 
to its present maturity. 1 am not. Mr. Edwards 
is the man to whom you owe everything. 
Anything that I have done has only been made 
possible through the work, the intense work, of 
your Honorary Treasurer. Your Honorary 
Treasurer has honestly been a most able 
Assistant Honorary Secretary. I have come and 
I have gone. Major Mattinson has taken my 
place. He may stay and he may go, but if 
Mr. Edwards leaves, Heaven help the Society : 
Major Mattinson woukl not carry on the 
Honorary Secretaryship without Mr. Edwards’ 
help. Any time when I felt fed up with it 
he has been there to rally me and at any time 
I wanted advice or assistance he has been there 
to offer and to give it to me. He-has recently 
recovered from a_ serious illness. It is my 
candid opinion that this Society is responsible 
for that illness: it was overwork on your behalf. 
In thanking you for this presentation I must 
tell you that there is the gentleman to whom 
you should have presented it (pointing to Mr. 
Edwards). He will not admit it and I must 
thank you for the gift. Please give to my 
successor even more support than you gave to 
me, Necessarily, in my view, this Society will 
continue to grow. It must always be guided by 
a few for, owing to geographical considerations, 
it is impossible to call meetings at short notice. 
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You must have people in whom you have conti- 
dence to guide you. You have at present in 
your President and Honorary Secretary gentle- 
men of integrity who will guide this Society. 
You have had in each of your Presidents 
gentlemen who have guided this Society success- 
fully, but it is essential that you should have 
ubundant confidence in those officers. 1 know 
that I have been criticised by members of the 
Society and by veterinary surgeons outside the 
Society, in that I have expressed my own views 
and not the views of the Society. I think I 
have had my finger on the political pulse of 
the profession and I have tried to do my best 


for the profession. I have been called over- 


optimistic but I believe, gentlemen, that my 
optimism is going to be justified very soon. I 
have no qualms as to the future of veterinary 
practice. I think we are about to embark on the 
best time the veterinary practitioner has ever 
known and, if I have been permitted, through 
this Society, to play any part in bringing that 
about, then I am amply rewarded without this. 
I thank you, Mr. President, for your kind 
remarks and you, gentlemen, for the way in 
which you have received them, and also for 
this very handsome gift which I know will 
be appreciated by my wife as well as by myself. 
This Georgian tea service was made in Edin- 
burgh, in 1805, and that is an additional 
attraction to my wife. She has reviled me as 
she has reviled you, but it has all been super- 
ficial. At the bottom she has been what all 
good wives must be, an absolute helpmate and 
a good adviser. (Applause.) I thank you very 
much on behalf of my wife and myself. 
(Applause. ) 


GRANTS TO SUPERVISED HERDS 


Hundreds of inquiries have been received by 
the Ministry of Agriculture under the new scheme 
for granting financial assistance to farmers 
towards the cost of freeing their herds from 
tuberculosis. 

“ The scheme came into operation on June (st, 
and 37 herds have been approved to date.” 
states the Times of August 18th. -“ Of these 
‘supervised’ herds Lancashire and Carmarthen- 
shire have four each; Essex and Somerset have 
three each; Berkshire, Warwickshire, Surrey, 
Buckinghamshire, Shropshire and Worcestershire 
two each; while Cheshire, Devon, Leicestershire, 
Dorset, Denbighshire, Cardiganshire, Oxfordshire, 
Sussex, Montgomery, Pembrokeshire and York- 
shire, have one each. The number is expected 
- ore rapidly with the inspections of other 
1erds. 

“Forty herds in England and Wales received 
certificates of attestation from the Ministry dur- 
ing July, one of the largest totals in any month 
since the attested scheme began on February Ist, 
1935. There are now 365 herds in England and 
Wales registered by the Ministry as free from 
tuberculosis. Not a single herd has been removed 
from the register owing to the disease re- 
establishing itself.” 


August 21st, 1937. 


Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 
Aug. 23rd.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C., 4 p.m, 


* * * * * 


We are indebted to Mr. H. E. Bywater and 
Major Hamilton Kirk for the photographs of 
groups of well-known N.V.M.A. Members at 
Bournemouth, reproduced in this Congress 
Number. 


* * * 
R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Bairp, John, Coldstream Stud Farm, Lexington, 
Kentucky, U.S.A. Graduated Glasgow, May 26th, 
1900. Died July 26th, 1937. 


* * * * * 


GENERAL OBITUARY 
Dr. W. M. CuMMING 


We regret to record the death, at the early 
age of 39 years, of Dr. William M. Cumming, 
lecturer in the Department of Bacteriology of 
University College, Dundee, and an authority on 
tuberculosis whose researches included a recent 
survey of ee raga disease of bovine origin 
in human beings. r. Cumming lost his wife 
three years ago when he was superintendent of 
Bradford City Sanatorium, at Grassington, Yorks. 
He afterwards returned to Dundee, where he 
had been engaged on research work. He was a 
former assistant medical officer at Grove Park 
Hospital, London, and_ assistant medical super- 
intendent at Fife and Kinross Joint Sanatorium. 


* * * * * 


ANIMAL DISEASES RESEARCH ASSOCIATION 


It was reported to the annual meeting of the 
Animal Diseases Research Association at the 
Moredun Institute, Edinburgh, on July 28th, that 
an extensive field experiment financed by the 
Government had been conducted to determine 
whether a toxin found in cases of the disease 
was a causal factor, and it was stated that this 
toxin did not appear to be of a signifi- 
cante. This negative result at all events cleared 
the way for future work. Dr. Russell Greig 
said that this field experiment had been the 
most extensive and most closely supervised of 
its kind which had ever been attempted in this 
country. The toxin had been administered to 
about 40 horses and did not produce grass sick- 
ness. About 1,000 horses had been treated by a 
vaccine prepared from the toxin, with 2,000 
unvaccinate horses as_ controls, and_ the 
evidence obtained from this was also of a nega- 
tive character. With regard to bovine abortion, 
Dr. Greig said that systematic research had 
shown that a vaccine was capable of affording a 
certain amount of protection to small animals, 
and this work was now being applied to bovine 
animals. The disease of louping-ill in sheep had 
been treated with good results by a vaccine, of 
which 107,000 doses had been issued by the 
institute last year, and lamb dysentery serum, 
of which 71,300 doses had been issued, had also 
proved satisfactory. 
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EQUESTRIAN ASSOCIATION FORMED IN 
EDINBURGH 


The universal revival in the pastime of horse 
riding has been responsible, in Edinburgh, for 
the formation of an equestrian association. 

“It is an amateur body, and it will operate 
with its headquarters at Comiston where stables 
are ideally situated in spacious grounds of a 
kind specially suitable for the purpose,” states 
the Edinburgh Evening News. 

“The Association has been founded by Mr. 
William Cameron, and provisional plans of a 
comprehensive nature have been drawn up. The 
grounds will be broken up into training menages, 
and there will be conducted courses of eques- 
trianism under the direction of qualified 
instructors. Members of the Association will be 
classified according to their ability, and there 
will be facilities for organised sports. 

“Mr. Cameron told an Evening News 
representative that it was proposed to re-establish 
polo, and in the spring to arrange _inter- 
regimental polo. In this connection, it was 
interesting to note that polo had not been played 
to any extent in Scotland since the War. Mr. 
Cameron went on to say that the Association 
was the only amateur body of its kind in Scot- 
land. Lectures would be given on_ equine 
diseases by veterinary surgeons as well as on 
other subjects.” 


* * * 


CERTIFICATES FOR MEAT IMPORTS: 
INSPECTION AND CONTROL 


The Minister of Health, Sir Kingsley Wood, 
has now recognised official certificates for 20 
countries, when accompanying meat and meat 

roducts imported from them into England and 
Wales, as evidence of hygienic preparation and 
satisfactory inspection. The countries are:— 

Bechuanaland, Brazil, Bulgaria, Denmark, 
Estonia Finland, French West Africa, Hong- 
Kong, Hungary, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Madagascar, Poland, Rumania Southern 
Rhodesia, Switzerland, Union of South Africa, 
U.S.A., and Yugoslavia. 

From January ist next the importation into 
this country of bacon and ham and also meat 
products, such as canned meats, sausages, and 
sausage casings, will be permitted only when 
accompanied by an official certificate recognised 
by the Minister. In addition to the certificates 
now recognised, a further notice will be pub- 
lished before the end of the year setting out 
details of any additional certificate which may 
be recognised for other countries. 

1 food is subject to inspection at the port 
of entry, and to seizure and condemnation if it 


is found to be diseased, unsound, or unwhole-~ 


some, but the system of official certificates 
—— a special means of additional control. 
he importation of certain defined classes of 
meat (such as scrap meat) continues to be 
prohibited. 


* * * * * 


INTERESTING MILK DISPUTE: NORTHERN 
IRELAND DIFFICULTY 


The House of Lords recently gave a judgment 
deciding in effect that farmers in the Irish Free 
State. can be prevented from selling milk by 
retail within the area of the Parliament for 
Northern Ireland. 

The judgment was upon an appeal that fol- 
lowed the conviction of a number of Donegal 
dairy farmers for retailing milk in the city of 
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Londonderry (which is subject to the jurisdiction 
of the Northern Ireland Parliament) without 
having first obtained the licence to do so required 
by the Milk and Products Act (Northern Ireland), 
1934. They had applied for and been refused 
licences—the reason of the Northern Ireland 
authorities for refusing to issue licences to 
Donegal farmers being that they were unable to 
inspect the cowsheds and dairies of those farmers 
as they were situated outside the jurisdiction of 
the Northern Ireland Parliament. Therefore, it 
was urged, officials of that Parliament could not 
take steps to ensure that the milk coming into 
their area from Donegal was pure. The Donegal 
farmers have been brought to court and fined. 
One of them appealed to the Appeal Court of 
Northern Ireland and on his appeal being dis- 
allowed he appealed to the House of Lords. 

Lord Atkin, giving judgment, dealt with the 
contention that the Northern Ireland Parliament 
had no power to pass the Milk Act because of the 
Government of Ireland Act, 1920, and said that 
the short answer to that was that this Milk Act 
was not a law in respect of trade. It was a law 
for the peace, order, and good government of 
Northern Ireland in respect of precautions taken 
to secure the health of the inhabitants of Northern 
Ireland by protecting them from the danger of 
an unregulated supply of milk. In those circum- 
stances, though it might inadvertently affect trade 
with County Donegal, it was not passed in respect 
of trade, and was therefore not subject to attack 
on the ground that such legislation was pro- 
hibited by the Government of Ireland Act, 1920. 

The other Fae concurred and the appeal 


was dismisse 
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* * * * * 


THE MILK PROBLEM 


_ The point of view of the medical profession 
in regard to the milk problem is put forward in 
the following leading article, which appeared in 
the issue of the British Medical Journal for 
July 17th: — 

_ “There are co three problems. The first 
is to persuade people that milk is good for them. 
The second is to make it cheap enough for them 
to buy. The third is to ensure its safety. We 
are here concerned with the third—and it is 
perhaps the simplest. For in the whole range 
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of preventive medicine there is probably no 
other problem which has_ been so_ fully 
investigated, in which the need for action is so 
obvious, in which the remedy is so easy. At 
the Royal Society of Medicine a few months ago! 
Dr. W. G. Savage said that 1,700 to 2,000 deaths, 
mostly in children, are caused annually in 
England and Wales by bovine tubercle bacilli 
conveyed in milk or milk products. These 
figures are not guess-work, and if the estimate 
is wrong it is because it is too low. Other 
diseases transmitted by milk from the cow to 
man are undulant fever (which Professor G. S. 
Wilson reckons at 500 cases a year), streptococcal 
infections (of which there have been some 
disastrous outbreaks, including several thousand 
cases in Hove and Brighton in 1929), and 
salmonella infections. Besides these there are 
numerous outbreaks of scarlet fever, diphtheria 
and dysentery spread by infected milk; and if 
any further reminder is required we have the 
late Dr. Vernon Shaw’s report? on enteric fever 
in Bournemouth, Poole and Christchurch, last 
year, in which 718 cases and 51 deaths were 
traceable to raw milk retailed by one distributor. 
In face of all this none can deny that the amount 
of human disease caused by infected milk is 
very substantial, and the facts have repeatedly 
been brought to the attention of responsible 
departments, not only by outside 
odies but by committees they themselves have 
set up. Nevertheless other considerations have 
always so far prevented effective measures from 
being enforced—though it is still stated that this 
country has the best public health service in 
the world, 


“What measures would be effective? Tuber- 


culosis, the most important disease spread by 
milk, can be tackled in one of two ways, the 
first of which is to obtain milk from tubercle- 
free cows. But as about 40 per cent. of cows 
react to the tuberculin test and the others cannot 
be deemed safe this is far from easy. Consider- 
able efforts by the Ministry of Health and Board 
of Agriculture have resulted in an inconsiderable 
proportion of herds being freed from _ tuber- 
culosis, and though the past year has shown an 
encouraging advance a great many years must go 
by before any large proportion of the population 
get milk from tuberculin-tested herds. To secure 
safety from the other diseases mentioned—and 
also from tuberculosis—there is only one thing 
to do, and that is to heat the milk before use. 
Boiling alters the taste, and to some extent the 
composition, but a_ satisfactory alternative is 
which is officially defined as 
eating the milk to 145° to 150° F. and holding 
it between these figures for half an hour. The 
effectiveness of such heating has been proved 
by innumerable experiments, and any who doubt 
it should read the article by Professor H. D. 
Wright and his colleagues on p. 151 of our 
present issue. 

“Pasteurization is opposed because it is 
thought likely to disturb the milk business, and 
counter the interests of producers. Weighed 
against disease and death this does not seem 
convincing, and much play is accordingly made 
with suggestions that it alters the constitution of 
milk, which  therefore—alone among_ protein 
foods—should be taken raw. But millions of 
— abroad have been taking pasteurized milk 
or many years without demonstrable detriment, 
and many other millions are taking it in our 
own great cities to-day. It is evident that if 
cow’s milk were the sole food of human beings 


‘Proc. Roy. Soc. Med. June, 1937. p. 25. 
*Rep. publ. Hlth. med. Subj., Lond. No. 81. 1937. 
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it would be better taken raw; but the latest 
inquiries? demonstrate once more that for 
practical purposes, as part of a mixed diet, 
pasteurized milk is as good as raw milk. 
Undoubtedly pasteurization requires__ skilled 
supervision; but the means are available. We 
emphasise the completeness of the work already 
done because the latest move of those who 
oppose pasteurization is to propose a detailed 
inquiry into the whole subject. There is no 
case for such an inquiry. What is needed is 
not inquiry but action. it may not be adminis- 
tratively possible to pasteurize the whole milk 
supply at once, but it is certainly feasible that 
all the larger urban areas should have the power 
—and we hope the duty—to see that only safe 
milk is sold within their borders, Tuberculin- 
tested milk gives this safety as regards tuber- 
culosis; and properly conducted, 
gives safety from all risks. The time has come 
when no ordinary raw milk should be sold in 
any of our larger urban areas or distributed 
on the authority of any education or other local 
authority. And later the safeguard must be 
extended to the countryside and smaller towns.” 


*See Lancet, June 12th, 1937. p. 1417. 
7 * * * * 


AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH 


On the recommendation of the Agricultural 
Research Council the following awards of 
agricultural research scholarships, studentships 
for research in animal health, and_ veterinary 
scholarships have been made by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries and the Department of 
Agriculture for Scotland:— 

P. J. Faulks, a three years’ research scholar- 
ship in plant eas. 

S. years’ research scholar- 
ship in plant physiology. 

H. a three years’ research scholar- 
4 in nutritional chemistry. 

. Wilson, a three years’ research scholarship 
in plant genetics. 

G. H. L. Dicker, a one year’s research scholar- 
ship in entomology. 

J. W. Whittick, a three years’ studentship for 
research in animal ee 

F, D. Asplin, a three years’ studentship for 
research in poultry diseases. 

Miss K. M. Massey, a three years’ studentship 
for research in poultry diseases. 

The veterinary scholarship, which enables a 
graduate with honours in science to undergo a 
course leading to a _ veterinary professional 
qualification with a view to undertaking research 
in animal health, was not awarded this year. 


* * * - * 


NEW METHODS IN MEDICINE 


Sir E. Farquhar Buzzard, Regius Professor of 
Medicine, University of Oxford, distributing the 
prizes at St. Thomas’s Hospital Medical School, 
spoke of the enormous advances in knowledge 
in regard to health and disease and the preven- 
tion and cure of illness during the last 50 years. 

Sir Farquhar said that it was being recognised 
to-day that the more knowledge a_ doctor 
possessed the more time he needed in dealing 
with patients. The old idea that the doctor 
knew all that was wrong with a patient as soon 
aus he entered the room had faded out. The 
more one knew the more need there might be 
of expensive ~ yon to one’s knowledge. It had 
been recognised, too, that in the future the place 
of preventive medicine, the preservation of 
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health, was going to be just as important as that 
of what might be called curative medicine. 

The significant thing that had come about in 
the last few years was that the State had 
recognised those facts, and had _ already 
authorised local authorities to do somethin 
about it. The medical profession itself ha 
come to the same conclusion, and in recognising 
those facts was constantly adding to the number 
of branches of medicine open to its members. 
In the process of the developments which had 
taken place there had been quite naturally a 
considerable amount of haste and, therefore, of 
waste, and no one could deny that the present 
condition was one of extraordinarily little co- 
ordination. As he saw it, the time had now 
come when the methods of practice, both of the 
members of the profession and of the hospital, 
had to be reviewed and perhaps revised. 

All would agree that the day had passed when 
any doctor could work as an isolated unit. The 
organisation of medical services on a much 
greater scale than had ever been done before 
was not only imminent but absolutely necessary 
on_the grounds of efficiency and economy. 

The hospital must become a _ centre of a 
health service. It must extend its real official 
field of action outside its walls to a much greater 
extent, and it must have much greater executive 

owers; it must draw into its service large num- 

ers of doctors in general cage and give them 
a real share in the activities of the service both 
inside and outside the walls of the institution. 
He was anxious to see, what was also inevitable, 
a very considerable increase in the staffs of the 
hospitals. 

_“TI think that the chief enemy of good medi- 
cine,” he continued, “ is the necessity of working 
against time. I believe that a doctor in a hurry 
is a menace to his pa. I have a little fear 
that some of the older hospitals may have too 
close an attachment to their great traditions in a 
great past, and perhaps some reluctance in co- 
operating with the State while there is the time 
and the opportunity in building up new and 
better organised medical services on central 
foundations such as the hospitals which we love 
and respect and have done all our lives.” 


* * * * * 


INDIA AND QUININE 


“Important news is just to hand from India 
concerning the future of the supply of quinine 
to the world’s largest market for that product,” 
says the Pharmaceutical Journal. “ It seems that 
the Central Advisory Board of Health of the 
Indian Government desires that India should 
eventually become independent of outside sources 
of supply of this drug, and has secured the 
financial support of the Indian Research 
Fund Association and the Imperial Council of 
Agricultural Research for an_ investigation 
directed to ascertain which areas in that vast 
country are most suitable for the cultivation of 
cinchona — a high percentage of the 
alkaloid. As is well known, the cinchona bark 
yielded by the plantations on the Nilghiris is 
altogether inadequate to supply the needs of the 
population of India. It has long been contem- 
plated to supplement these supplies from Indian 
trees, but for one reason or another projects 
have been abandoned or delayed; the new 
scheme will be inaugurated in a new atmosphere, 
as it were, for, as those who have watched 
recent developments in India will know, a great 
change has come over the Administration and 
the people themselves, and the desire for 
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improved standards of living, more economical 
methods of production, and a betterment of 
conditions generally is reflected by all reports 
on the effects of the new spirit which pervades 
India with its 360,000,000 inhabitants. It is 
estimated that the quinine requirements of India, 
expressed in terms of quinine sulphate, amount 
to nearly three-and-a-quarter million ounces a 
year, for there are at one and the same time 
as many as eleven million malarial cases among 
the population.” 


Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s 
issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


* * * * * 


“A LESSON FROM IRELAND ” 


To THE EprITroR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—I am sure a great many members of our 
profession in addition to myself, will have read, 
with very great pleasure, your timely leading 
article, “ A Lesson from Ireland ” in your issue of 
August 14th. 

Coming as it does, so soon after the report 
of the wonderful joint meeting held in Dublin, 
it is a source of much gratification to many of 
us that no matter what the politics of the North 
or South may be, these large sections of our 
profession in Ireland are, in all matters affecting 
the veterinary art, still one. 

That the common sense treaty between the 
Irish Free State and the R.C.V.S. has had much 
to do wtih this will not be denied and I must 
thank you for the very apt references to the 
amicable and happy nature of the negotiations 
between us when the details of the treaty were 
being worked out. 

It fell to my lot to be President of the R.C.V.S. 
at that time and I am sure my fellow negotiator, 
Dr. Bullock, will bear me out when I say that 
from the very first meeting at the Dominion 
Office under the Chairmanship of the late Lord 
Lovat, k.T., the spirit of reasonableness and 
willingness to co-opergte was the predominant 
feature of all our discussions whether in Dublin 
or in London. 

Professor Craig, then Principal of the Dublin 
School, was :¢ Host in himself, untiring and 
indefatigable on behalf of the men of the Free 
State, but it would be only just to pay tribute 
to the work of the two Free State Ministers 
responsible. I refer to the late Mr. Hogan, 
Minister for Agriculture, and Mr. MeGilligan, 
Minister for External Affairs: these two, along 
with their officials, were a wonderful team, but 
so were our officials from the Dominions Office. 

What a pity it is that so many of the world’s 
troubles cannot be dealt with and settled in the 
same spirit of “ reasonableness and willingness 
to co-operate.” 

I am, 
Yours faithfully, 
J. W. BrirrLeBank. 

Wimborne House, 

Sawbridgeworth, 
Herts. 
August 16th, 1937, 
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“ THE ASSOCIATION AND THE MINISTER OF 
AGRICULTURE ” 


To THE EpIToR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—Your leading article “ The Association 
and the Minister of Agriculture ” while reason- 
ably put on the whole, reveals, if I may venture 
to say so, a spirit not quite in keeping with 
the requirements of the general practitioner. 

It is good that the Minister (I lay stress on the 
Minister) and the Association have at last come 
together, and that the Minister has asked for a 
special committee to be formed to keep in close 
touch with him. 

This committee should be instructed, and 
should be so constituted as to insist, diplomatic- 
ally, on sections 10 to 17 of the original report 
of the Special Committee of the “ National,” 
dated December, 1934, and further elaborated in 
sections 13 to 21 of the report of the Committee 
of Investigation resented and unanimously 
adopted by Council on June 8th, 1937, i.e., about 
half the recommendations. 

I am constrained to say this because of your 
expectation ”—personal, I hope—*‘that the 
great specialised services of the local authorities 
will not be lost in the new State Service.” 


Is it not presumptuous to elevate’ local 
authority service, which actually does not exist, 
to the status of being “specialised?” It may be 
specialised in that men devote themselves to a 
particular service to certain county councils, but 
that does not imply “special” knowledge as 
you seem to suggest by giving this presumed 
service the appliqué of “ great.” 

It is not “ great”’ numerically, and a few years 
in agricultural practice amongst horses, cattle, 
sheep, pigs and poultry, “ ubiquitous ” but not 
“ specialised,” would be a fitting preliminary to 


‘State work, and a paramount necessity. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


“August 21st, 1937. 


Is it not rather tactless still to harp on the 
subject which was the cause of all the unrest 
in the profession, viz.: whole- v. part-time. Why 
try to resuscitate dead bones? he subject has 
been thoroughly threshed out and should be 
allowed to rest. 

The two great results of that controversy were 
the re-vitalisation of the Association, and the 
“ National ” scheme. 

The Department of Animal Health has been 
established by the Agriculture Act, and it is now 
the duty of the Association to get it administered 
equably to all members of the profession. 

Yours faithfully, 
J. W. Hatt MASHETER. 

Ruddle House, 

Newnham-on-Severn, 
Gloucestershire. 


August 8th, 1937. 


[The following points may_be considered in 
conjunction with the letter of Mr. Hall Masheter: 


(1) The Council of the N.V.M.A. has already 
appointed the committee which is to work with 
those responsible for veterinary affairs at the 
Ministry; the consultations will obviously not be 
with the Minister himself, but, of course, the 
Association will have the right to approach the 
Minister if necessary. 


(2) This committee has been instructed to keep 
in mind the whole of the report recently adopted 
by the Council and not to stress any part of the 
scheme contained in this report at the expense 
of any other part. 


(3) It is not for us to comment upon Mr. 
Masheter’s views on the veterinary service of 
local authorities but we agree with his view that 
“it is the duty of the Association to get it (the 
Agriculture Act) administered equably to all 
members of the profession.”—Editor. | 


Diseases of Animals Acts 


‘SUMMARY OF RETURNS 


Foot- 
Anthrax. and-Mouth | Parasitic § Sheep | Swine 
Disease. Mange. Scab. | Fever. 
| 
| Animals | Out- 
slaugh- | breaks | 
Out- Out- _tered as | reported Out-  Out- | Swine 
Period. breaks Animals_ breaks diseased by Animals| breaks breaks slaugh- 
| con- attacked.||_ con- or ex- | Local |attacked.|) con- | con- tered. 
firmed. | firmed. posed to |Authori- firmed. | firmed. | 
| infection. || ties. | 
1 _ No. | No. No. No. No. No. || No. || No. | No. 
Period 16th to 3lst July, 1937 2% | 42 6 389 — — | 2 i! 2% | 16 
18 Corresponding period in | 
17 | 22 _ 6 s | 2 84 | 78 
1935 oes 6. | 9 2 2 8 | 96 | 66 
1934 8 16 1 6 | |. 70 
Total Ist January to | | 
ae | eee 457 556 15 3,576 86 123 131 | 688 | 417 
Corresponding period in 
1936 4 379 80 221 147 ||1,232 | 894 
153 |} 352 «| ’974 «617 


Nots.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. § Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses. 
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